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Welcome to the new Thistle, a magazine that is geared to all who served in
The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment). It is slimmer, easier to read and
focussed primarily on the activities of old Royals, especially in the fine
Branches of the Association, which provide such comradeship, support and
fun. Each of the Branches is flourishing with membership steadily
increasing and it has been heartening to see volunteers stepping forward
to take leadership positions and other key posts.

In the 1st Battalion it will not surprise you to hear that, under Lt Col Bob Bruce's
leadership, the Battalion continues to shine and thrive, building a cracking
good reputation - fully manned, fighting fit, smart and efficiently preparing
themselves for operations with 4 Mechanised Brigade later this year. Do read
the article — the Battalion is in excellent order and offers youngsters
tremendous opportunities. What could be better than being based in
Edinburgh, in receipt of a good overall salary (much improved in the last pay
award) plus the prospect of further financial bonuses such as £2,400 for a 6-
month operational tour (in the past soldiers would almost forfeit pay for the
opportunity of operations!), take part in tremendous training opportunities,
not only in the UK but also in Germany, Poland, Kenya and (this month) Belize,

and enjoy great sport (especially rugby) and adventure training. | mention this because even though the Battalion is
fully manned we must not take our foot off the recruiting pedal — the Regiment needs every soldier.

Over the past year we have quietly and efficiently been ensuring that our history is in good order and up-to-date. Last
November the Lord Lieutenant of Midlothian, Mr Patrick Prenter, kindly planted a tree, to replace a previous tree
planted by Princess Mary, in Glencorse Barracks. Our Regimental Museum has been reconfigured and updated to
reflect our change in status and our link to The Royal Regiment of Scotland. Looking ahead, on 26 April the old 8th
Battalion Colours, which have been lodged for safekeeping at Glencorse Barracks and then Regimental Headquarters,

Dates for your Diary

May i Rugby Sevens, Dreghorn

June 10 southern Section, Summer Lunch
June i5 officers’ Cocktail Party

July 25 Minden Day Events, Dreghorn
Sep 29 Association Dinner

Sep 30 Musselburgh Races

0ct 5 officers’ Regimental Dinner

Nov § opening Garden of Remembrance

Nov i0 southern Section Cross Planting

Nov ii Remembrance Sunday

will be laid up, in the presence of The Princess Royal, in the Tweeddale
Council Building, Peebles. Then on 9 May The Princess Royal has
kindly agreed to unveil a new plaque on the recently refurbished and
updated Regimental Monument in Princes Street Gardens. And lastly,
Lt Col Bob Paterson is making good progress in the writing of the final
chapter of the Regimental history.

In addition we continue to provide our full support to the new
Regiment, especially the ist Battalion at Dreghorn. The next two
major events will be The Royal Scots 7s on Saturday 19 May and the
Minden Day Parade on 25 July. Both events promise to be highly
enjoyable.

In closing | hope that you will agree that your old Regiment is in
good order. The Association continues to gain strength and along
with the Benevolent Committee, provide tremendous support and
comfort to old comrades and their families. If, for some reason, you
have yet to join the Association | urge you do so now.

Brigadier R L Scott-Bowden MBE ADC



1st Battc

The Royal Regiment of Scotland

The ist Battalion of The Royal Regiment of Scotland has been together for over 7 months. We have
developed a strong sense of identity, founded firmly on the pedigree of our antecedents, and our

programme for the next year and a half has helped us focus on a strong operational sense of purpose.

For The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) and The King’s Own Scottish
Borderers, much of the first half of 2006, while both ist Battalions were
deployed on operations, was spent in preparation for our merger. The focus
in the second half of the year was on consolidating the new Battalion. This
involved the relocation of half of the team from Omagh to Edinburgh and the
relocation of elements from Omagh and Edinburgh to other SCOTS battalions
in Britain, Northern Ireland and Germany. The process was a significant
challenge. We tried to ensure that postings were coordinated for the benefit
of each individual’s career and that soldiers and their families were placed
where they wished to go. It was never going to be possible to be 100%
successful in this latter respect but we took great pains to accommodate
peoples’ wishes and to try, wherever possible, to avoid compulsory postings. There were a ot of moving parts to be
managed and the process is not yet complete, but it will be concluded by the time these notes are published.

On our formation we became the light infantry battalion of 4th Armoured
Brigade which, on | December 2006, re-roled to become a Mechanized Brigade.
The Brigade HQ is in Germany and our geographic mal-location has seen us
spending a considerable amount of time on the road and in the air between
Edinburgh and Osnabruck. This has all been time well spent and we are fortunate
that the Commander and his team are developing some exciting concepts for the
employment of light-roled infantry that will see us in the thick of any action on
operations. We are to be the Brigade’s experts on Counter-Insurgency
Operations, Heliborne Operations and operations in complex terrain, such as
jungles and forests, towns and villages and the desert. These are great jobs for a
light infantry battalion and the Jocks are keen to get stuck into them.

Our departure from 52 Infantry Brigade was marked by a visit from Brigadier
Andy Mackay and Captain David Goodacre, his S03 G3 0&D/Plans, during which
they accompanied the Battalion on the Friday moring march up the Pentland
Hills. It was a quintessentially infantry business-like affair and at its conclusion
the Brigadier accepted a presentation to mark our departure to pastures new.

Our training focus has been on the individual and section and we reached
Christmas leave having achieved our objectives and ready to launch into more
ambitious collective training. En route to this point we entered 2 teams into the
Cambrian Patrol competition, both of which were awarded silver medals. We will
seek to exploit this success in the 2007 exercise and secure at least one gold medal.

On the home front we have been trying to establish our name as a new
team and to consolidate the close links we have enjoyed over the years
in our traditional recruiting areas. We have also been engaged with both
the Erskine Hospital, raising money and hosting some of its patients and
staff for church services and games, and the West Lothian Toy
Appeal.The year will be busy for us, as it will for all Battalions in the
Regiment. We have just completed our conversion to BOWMAN and are
about to test our new skills and our planning processes at CAST. We will
then deploy to Belize for 6 weeks of intensive training as a Battle Group.
This will culminate in a test exercise under our Brigade Headquarters; if
we are successful we will achieve Collective Training Level 4 and be




ready to begin specific
operational pre-
deployment training on
our return to UK. We will
also have the additional
and rather prestigious
task of forming the
Brigade’s  Surveillance
Company for operations
at the end of the year.

In late 2007 we will

deploy on operations,

recovering in the summer of 2008. This will be our first operational tour as ISCOTS. We were fortunate to have had a
period of consolidation in the latter half of 2006, during which we built our new team. That period is now over and
we are very much looking forward to establishing our operational credentials.

~ Museum was close
‘ the flrst two weel

graphic we have a
mannequin  (nude
save only for brogues
and hose) which we
‘will expose once we
‘have a uniform from
the new Regiment in
which to dress him.

28 March 2006 Exhibit



Lth Battalion Colours

Colours were presented to the 8th Battalion at Glencorse
on 23 September 1950 by HRH The Princess Royal. When
the battalion amalgamated with the 7th/gth to form the
8th/9th, these Colours were lodged in the Officers’ Mess
at Glencorse until the barracks ceased to have a training
function when they were recovered to the Regimental
Museum. They were finally laid up in the Council
Building, Rosetta Road, Peebles on 26 April in the
presence of Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal. This
ceremony was part of a Iarger visit programme to the
building organised = =

by the Lord
Lieutenant. A small
representative party
from The Regiment
and  particularly
former members of
the 8th Battalion
were in attendance,
including  Colonel
Chay Corsar who, as
a young subaltern,
had received the
Regimental Colour in

1950.
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- Memorial

In 1996, whilst the 1st Battalion was in South Armagh on
its 9th operational tour in the Province, a memorial
stone was dedicated in memory of the four Royal Scots
killed in South Armagh by terrorists. As a result of
“normalisation” the Bessbrook Mill Base has been closed
and the site is to be redeveloped. The stone has
therefore been moved to a more secure environment in
the Memorial Garden in Palace Barracks.
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Rain Sto ”‘?‘% the Races

An inch of rain ]‘allmg in 6 hours forced the cancellation
of racing at Musselburgh after just three races when the
jockeys felt that it was unsafe to continue. Despite the
weather a good number of the Regimental family
attended and many took advantage of the facilities of
the Queen’s Stand where food and drink were available,
the racing could be watched on the television monitors
and bets placed without getting wet. Many of the
Regimental party got their day off to a poor start when,
showing loyalty to the Colonel of the Regiment, they put
their money on “Robbie Scott” in the first race;
unfortunately he did not run fast enough and was
unplaced. We hope for better weather on 30 September
for this year’s meeting.

Pontius Pilates Bodygeuard

Work on Volume 3 (2000-2007 “Last Post and Reveille”) is progressing well. Over 50% has now been written and work is
about to start on sourcing the maps and photographs. No decisions have yet been taken over production and marketing

but it is hoped that the final volume will be published in the autumn (ready for Christmas).

membrance

=0 T“' A short ceremony was
1. 2 SI™ held at Glencorse on 11
November when a
small group from
the Regimental family
L witnessed the
' Lord Lieutenant of

\ ' Midlothian, Mr Patrick
Jim Ford and Tommy Byrne at the Prenter, lay a wreath

opening of the Garden of on behalf of the
Aemesthrance Regiment at the

Memorial Gates followed by Lieutenant Colonel Bruce
on behalf of 1 SCOTS. The party then moved into the
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Barracks where Mr Prenter planted a tree to replace
one, originally planted by HRH The Princess Royal in
1929, which had been removed during the
refurbishment of the barracks.
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The Tree Planting

Lord Lieutenant at the gates
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