
Summer Edition 2019 

Foreword 
Brigadier G E Lowder MBE 
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I hope t h a t you a r e e n j o y i n g t h e s umme r , d e sp i t e t he ve r y c h a n g e a b l e wea the r . M a n y of t h e s p r i n g a n d s u m m e r 
even t s in o u r c a l e n d a r have been i m p a c t e d by t o r r e n t i a l r a i n , h i gh w i n d s - o r b o t h , no t l eas t t h e s e r v i c e a t t he 
N a t i o n a l M e m o r i a l A r b o r e t u m ( N M A ) on W e d n e s d a y 1 4 A u g u s t t o m a r k the 5 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e s t a r t o f 
O p e r a t i o n B A N N E R in N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . I a m m o s t g r a t e f u l t o C h r i s t o p h e r D e l a c o m b e a n d t h e S o u t h e r n 
B r a n c h o f T h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r r e p r e s e n t i n g us in g o o d n u m b e r s a t t h i s event , w h i c h is c o v e r e d in m o r e d e t a i l in 
t h i s e d i t i o n . F o l l o w i n g p r e v i o u s s e r v i c e s a n d c o m m e m o r a t i o n s a t t he N M A , i n c l u d i n g f o r O p e r a t i o n G R A N B Y 
a n d the unve i l i n g o f T h e S C O T S S t o n e , a n u m b e r of y ou have m a d e the po i n t t h a t , a p a r t f r o m a s m a l l p l a q u e a t 
t h e s t a n d o f S c o t s P i n e s p l a n t e d f o r T h e R o y a l R e g i m e n t of S c o t l a n d , T h e R o y a l S c o t s do no t have t h e i r o w n 
m e m o r i a l a t t he N M A . T h e R o y a l S c o t s w h o have f a l l e n s i n ce t h e end o f T h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r a r e 
c o m m e m o r a t e d i nd i v i dua l l y , o r on c a m p a i g n m e m o r i a l s a t t h e N M A , b u t t he r e is no R o y a l S c o t m e m o r i a l . T h e 
R e g i m e n t a l T r u s t e e s h a ve c o n s i d e r e d w h a t m i g h t be a p p r o p r i a t e a n d t a k e n a d v i c e on w h a t has been done in r e c en t y e a r s by The Roya l R e g i m e n t 
of S c o t l a n d ( the S C O T S S t o n e does i n c l u d e r e f e r en c e to a l l i ts a n t e c e d e n t R e g i m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g T h e R o y a l S c o t s ) a n d o t h e r a n t e c e d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g 
T h e A r g y l l a n d S u t h e r l a n d H i g h l a n d e r s a n d T h e Queen ' s O w n H i g h l a n d e r s . T h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f o p t i o n s : f r o m s t o ne s t o s t a t u e s a n d m e m o r i a l s 
t o m u r a l s . W e no t e t h a t T h e N M A is p r e d o m i n a n t l y a p l a c e f o r r e f l e c t i o n a n d r e m e m b r a n c e , r a t h e r t h a n h e r i t a g e a n d h i s t o r y a n d t h a t t h e N M A is 
no t a v e r s e t o a Ro ya l S c o t s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the s i t e . T h e r e is o f c o u r s e a c o s t f o r w h a t e v e r we p r o c u r e a n d f o r o n g o i n g m a i n t e n a n c e , bu t T h e 
R e g i m e n t a l T r u s t e e s j u d g e t h a t t he l i ke ly c o s t s a r e a f f o r d a b l e . So , if you have a v i e w on th i s , w e w o u l d l i ke t o h e a r y ou r t h o u g h t s . 

S i n c e t h e l a s t e d i t i o n w e have en j o y ed p a r t i c i p a t i o n in T h e C l u b 
C e n t e n a r y c h u r c h s e r v i c e , b o o k l a u n c h , F o u n d e r ' s D inner , c o c k t a i l 
p a r t y a n d b e a t i n g r e t r e a t a n d s u b s e q u e n t d i n n e r . The s e a r e a l l 
c o v e r e d in t h i s e d i t i o n a n d I w o u l d l i ke t o t h a n k a l l t h o s e w h o 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o the p l a n n i n g a n d de l i v e r y o f t he se even t s w h i c h 
p r o v i d e d a n e x c e l l e n t a n d f i t t i n g c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t he f o u n d i n g 
o f T h e C l u b . 

I a l s o no t e t h a t t h e w o r k o f t h e " 3 7 3 T e a m " w o r k i n g on ou r h e r i t a ge 
p r o j e c t , c a p t u r i n g a n d c a t a l o g u i n g o u r 3 7 3 y e a r s o f u n b r o k e n s e r v i c e 
a n d e n s u r i n g t h a t i t is a v a i l a b l e in d i g i t a l f o r m a t s , s u i t e d t o the 2 1 s t 
Cen t u r y , c o n t i n u e s a p a c e . T h e i r l a t e s t t r i u m p h is a 4 0 - m i n u t e film 
t h a t c a p t u r e s t h e W o r l d W a r 2 e x p e r i e n c e s of f o u r R o y a l S c o t s 
v e t e r an s ; t he o l d e s t is 1 0 0 a n d f o u g h t a t L e P a r a d i s , t w o r e c o u n t 
t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s in I t a l y a n d B u r m a a n d t h e y o u n g e s t - 9 3 , f o u g h t in 
E u r o p e . C o m m e n t has been m a d e t h a t , " t h r o u g h t h e i r hones ty , 
h u m a n i t y a n d h u m o u r t he se o l d R o y a l s o f f e r y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n s an 
i n s i gh t i n to t h e e x p e r i e n c e of w a r t h a t is v i v i d , s h a r p a n d u n i q u e . " 
T h e film is due t o be l a u n c h e d on 1 3 t h S e p t e m b e r . 

I t is g r e a t news t h a t e ven t s a t R o s e b a n k C e m e t e r y , L i n l i t h g o w , L e 
P a r a d i s a n d C o n t a l m a i s o n have been we l l s u p p o r t e d , a l t h o u g h t h e r e 
is a l w a y s r o o m f o r m o r e to a t t e n d . M a n y t h a n k s t o t h o s e w h o 
c o n t i n u e t o t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r o r g a n i s i n g t he se even t s a n d 
o v e r s e e i n g o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . W i t h o u t t h e s e w i l l i n g v o l u n t e e r s t he se 
even t s w o u l d be h a r d t o s u s t a i n . T h e E d i n b u r g h A r m e d F o r c e s D a y 
2 0 1 9 w a s he ld a w e e k be f o r e t h e U l< n a t i o n a l e ven t t h i s year, t o 
d e c o n f l i c t it f r o m Roya l W e e k . The f o r m a t r e m a i n e d t h e s a m e as f o r 
2 0 1 8 ; a m u s t e r in C h a r l o t t e S q u a r e , a m a r c h a l o n g G e o r g e S t r e e t 
w i t h t he s a l u t e be i ng t a k e n a t C a s t l e S t r e e t a n d a g a t h e r i n g in S a i n t 
A n d r e w ' s S q u a r e . T h i s f o r m a t w o r k s w e l l , w e h a d a g o o d t u r n o u t a n d 
en j o yed m a r c h i n g b eh i n d o u r o w n A s s o c i a t i o n P i p e s a n d D r u m s . I 
d i d , however , no te t h a t t h e r e w e r e a l m o s t as m a n y R o y a l s s p e c t a t i n g 

a s m a r c h i n g . W e w o u l d v e r y m u c h l i ke t o see t h o s e w h o a r e ab l e , s w e l l i n g 
t h e r a n k s o f t h e m a r c h i n g c o n t i n g e n t on A r m e d F o r c e s D a y a n d o t h e r 
even t s w h e n w e a r e on p a r a d e . E v e r y o n e is m o s t w e l c o m e . 

A s w e l o o k t o t h e A u t u m n o u r c a l e n d a r w i l l see t h e a n n u a l R e m e m b r a n c e 
e ven t s a n d o u r w i d e s p r e a d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t , a n d e n g a g e m e n t w i t h , t h e m . 
W e have a w e l l - r e h e a r s e d p l a n f o r t h i s , a n d d e t a i l s a r e in the f o r e c a s t o f 
e v e n t s . T h e r e is t o be one a d d i t i o n t h i s y e a r t h a t I h ope w i l l e n d u r e . 
F o l l o w i n g the open i ng o f t h e E d i n b u r g h G a r d e n of R e m e m b r a n c e a t t he 
S c o t t M o n u m e n t on Tue sday 2 9 t h Oc tobe r , w e have i nv i t ed the L o r d 
P r o v o s t a n d A r m e d F o r c e s C h a m p i o n f o r T h e C i t y o f E d i n b u r g h , t o 
a c c o m p a n y t h o s e R o y a l S c o t s p r e s en t t o T h e R o y a l S c o t s M o n u m e n t in 
W e s t P r i n c e s S t r e e t G a r d e n s f o r a s h o r t w r e a t h l a y i n g e v e n t . T h e r e w i l l 
no t be a f o r m a l m a r c h o r p a r a d e f r o m ea s t t o wes t , b u t an o r d e r l y w a l k 
t oge the r . T h e M o n u m e n t w i l l be c l e a n e d a h e a d o f t h e w r e a t h l a y i n g a n d 
w e w i l l r i g h t l y s p e n d s o m e t i m e r e f l e c t i n g a t o u r o w n M o n u m e n t 
in The C i t y . 

A n d on r e f l e c t i o n ; t he se l a s t f e w m o n t h s have seen o u r n u m b e r r e d u c e d by 
a n u n u s u a l l y h i gh number , s o m e we l l b e f o r e t h e i r t i m e . A t t he g a t h e r i n g s 
f o l l o w i n g t h e s e r v i c e s a n d f u n e r a l s , I a m s t r u c k by t h e n u m b e r s w h o 
a t t e n d a n d o b s e r v e t h a t it is a s h a m e w e on l y s e e m t o see one a n o t h e r a t 
t he se s a d o c c a s i o n s . P e r h a p s w e s h o u l d a l l t r y t o m a k e m o r e o f t h e 
h a p p i e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o a s s o c i a t e . On t h a t no te I l ook f o r w a r d t o the nex t 
t i m e o u r p a t h s c r o s s a n d to s ee i ng you a t one of t he m a n y even t s in o u r 
a n n u a l c a l e n d a r . 

U p T h e R o y a l s 
Y o u r s A y e 
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SPOTLIGHT 
Mr Kenneth Peppercorn 8 RS 1942 to 1945. 

Regimental Office 
By Captain Jimmy Springtiiorpe 

K e n w a s c a l l e d up in 1 9 4 2 a n d sen t t o the 8 t h B a t t a l i o n T h e R o y a l 
S c o t s , he w a s a r e p l a c e m e n t so h a d l i t t l e s ay in the R e g i m e n t he w a s 
sen t t o . A n a t i v e o f C a m b r i d g e s h i r e , h is c a l l - u p c a m e as a b i t o f a 
s u r p r i s e a s he w a s an a i r f i e l d s u r v e y o r bu t in e r r o r h a d been l i s t ed in 
h i s j o b as a T imekeepe r . F o l l o w i n g e x t en s i v e t r a i n i n g the B a t t a l i o n 
e m b a r k e d f o r N o r m a n d y , l a n d i n g on G o l d B e a c h s o m e d a y s a f t e r t h e 
i n i t i a l D - D a y l a nd i ng s . Ken t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m the t r o o p s h i p t o a 
l a nd i ng c r a f t a n d w a s first o f f t he r a m p w h e n it w e n t d o w n -
u n f o r t u n a t e l y he s t e p p e d r i gh t i n to a she l l ho l e a n d a l m o s t d r o w n e d ! 
N o t a g o o d s t a r t bu t r e a c h i n g the b e a c h he f o u n d a n i ce h o l e w h i c h he 
o c c u p i e d a n d t h e n s t a r t e d a b r ew , a s t r o o p s do, h a v i n g a c u p p a t h e n a 
mes s t i n of p o r r i d g e . 8 R S w e r e p a r t o f 1 5 t h S c o t t i s h D i v i s i o n a n d 
w e r e s o o n in a c t i o n t a k i n g p a r t in t he s e c u r i n g of " t h e S c o t t i s h 
C o r r i d o r " . I t w a s d u r i n g t h e s e a c t i o n s , w h e r e t he B a t t a l i o n t o o k 
m a n y c a s u a l t i e s , t h a t K e n w a s w o u n d e d a n d t a k e n p r i sone r . 

I n i t i a l l y t a k e n t o a m a k e s h i f t h o s p i t a l in R h e i m s , he w a s o p e r a t e d on 
by a F r e n c h d o c t o r w h o r e m o v e d the s h r a p n e l t h a t h a d w o u n d e d K e n 
a n d h a n d e d i t t o h i m w i t h t he c o m m e n t " s o u v e n i r ? " - he s t i l l has t h a t 
f r a g m e n t t o t h i s day . K e n w a s t h en m o v e d t o P o W c a m p s in G e r m a n y 
by t r a i n d u r i n g w h i c h t h e y w e r e s t r a f e d by t h e R A F ! K e n e v e n t u a l l y 
e n d e d up a C a m p in L e i p z i g a n d as the e n d o f t he w a r a p p r o a c h e d , 
t hey w e r e p u t on the r o a d t o m a r c h a w a y f r o m the a d v a n c i n g 
R u s s i a n s . K en , l i ke m a n y o t h e r s , b r o k e a w a y f r o m t h i s c o l u m n a n d 
h e a d e d t o w a r d s w h e r e he t h o u g h t t he f r o n t l ine w a s . T h e first A l l i e d 
s o l d i e r he m e t w a s an A m e r i c a n W a r C o r r e s p o n d e n t / P h o t o g r a p h e r 
a n d w h e n Ken a s k e d w h e r e he s h o u l d go he w a s t o l d " J u s t keep 
w a l k i n g d o w n t h e r o a d B u d d y . Y o u w i l l s o on c o m e t o t h e m . " 

S h i p p e d b a c k t o U K a n d a f t e r a s h o r t spe l l o f r e c o v e r y Ken a p p l i e d 
f o r e a r l y d e m o b as he h a d a j o b t o go to , r e t u r n i n g t o C a m b r i d g e s h i r e 
w h e r e he c o n t i n u e d h is c a r e e r as a su r veyo r . K e n is n o w a s p r i g h t l y 9 7 
a n d m a n y o f y ou m a y have seen h i m on the p r o g r a m m e s c o v e r i n g the 
D - D a y l a n d i n g s e a r l i e r t h i s year , r e s p l e n d e n t in G l e n g a r r y , C a p B a d g e 
a n d R e g i m e n t a l T i e . K e n t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d h is t r i p ove r t he C h a n n e l , 
w h i c h w a s s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t t o t h a t o f 1 9 4 4 , bu t he h a d so m a n y 
m e m o r i e s , no t a l l g o o d , o f t h a t t i m e . If a n y o t h e r 8 t h B a t t a l i o n a r e 
r e a d i n g t h i s , t h e n Ken w o u l d love t o h e a r f r o m y o u . 

o n g o i n g p e r s i s t e n c e a n d t a c t t o d e v e l o p f u r t he r . F i n a l l y , w h a t e lse 
w o u l d he s a y ? T h a t w h e r e a s a l l o f f i c e r s o f t h e R e g i m e n t w e r e o n c e 
p r o u d t o c o m m a n d ou r s o l d i e r s , t hey s h o u l d be e q u a l l y p r o u d to j o i n 
o u r R e g i m e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t o a t t e n d even t s . E v e n j u s t t u r n i n g up 
p r o v i d e s t r e m e n d o u s e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 

Ken 1944 and 2019 
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I a m d e l i g h t e d t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e o f f i c e s t a f f is o n c e a g a i n a t f u l l 
s t r e n g t h (2 o f u s ) . E l l i e W e i r has been r e c r u i t e d t o c o v e r H e a t h e r ' s 
m a t e r n i t y l eave . E l l i e is f r o m A r r a n w h e r e her p a r e n t s f a r m . S h e is 
m a r r i e d w i t h t h r e e y o u n g c h i l d r e n ; she en j o y s w r i t i n g , d a n c i n g a n d 
the a r t s . E l l i e has s e t t l e d in v e r y q u i c k l y a n d is t a k i n g on t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f i c i en cy . 

On t h e 1 5 t h M a r c h we w e r e h o n o u r e d to w e l c o m e H R H The 
P r i n c e s s R o y a l t o T h e O f f i ce w h e r e she s i g ned o u r v i s i t o r s ' b o o k a n d 
s p o k e w i t h B r i g a d i e r Lowde r , H e a t h e r a n d I. H R H w a s in T h e C l u b 
f o r t h e l a u n c h o f T h e C l u b ' s 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y book , " N o t f o r G l o r y 
N o r R i c h e s " w r i t t e n by R o d d y M a r t i n e . 

W e a r e a l w a y s h a p p y t o see v i s i t o r s in The O f f i c e so p l e a s e p op in 
a n d s i gn t h e v i s i t o r ' s b o o k if you a r e in the v i c i n i t y . 

Ellie & Jimmy 

NI LEGACY ENQUIRIES 

In t h e l a s t t h r e e e d i t i o n s o f The T h i s t l e I have e x p l a i n e d t h e 
p r o c e d u r e s t h a t s h o u l d be a p p l i e d in r e l a t i o n t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 
L e g a c y E n q u i r i e s . A g a i n , I s t r e s s t h a t if you a r e c o n t a c t e d by T h e 
M i n i s t r y of D e f e n c e , T h e N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d C o r o n e r ' s O f f i c e , T h e 
E n q u i r y T e a m o r t h e c h a i n of c o m m a n d in N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d w e m o s t 
s t r o n g l y r e c o m m e n d you seek i m m e d i a t e a d v i c e f r o m T h e R e g i m e n t a l 
O f f i c e b e f o r e r e s p o n d i n g t o a n y r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e 
R e g i m e n t a l O f f i ce w i l l e n s u r e t h a t you have the c o r r e c t p o i n t s of 
c o n t a c t t o seek l ega l a n d w i d e r a d v i c e . On t h e 1 5 A u g u s t T h e 
C o r o n e r ' s R e p o r t r e g a r d i n g t h e d e a t h o f S e a m u s B r a d l e y on 3 1 J u l y 
1 9 7 2 w a s r e l e a s e d . A n u m b e r o f R o y a l S c o t s w e r e c a l l e d t o g ive 
e v i d en c e t o t h i s e nqu i r y , a n d it is h i gh l y l i ke ly t h a t o t h e r R o y a l S c o t s 
w i l l be c a l l e d t o g ive e v i d en c e t o f u t u r e f u r t h e r e n q u i r i e s i n t o o t h e r 
i n c i den t s , e s p e c i a l l y g i ven the n u m b e r o f Op B A N N E R c o m m i t m e n t s 
u n d e r t a k e n by T h e R e g i m e n t . The se m a t t e r s a r e sub j u d i c e a n d w e a l l 
m u s t t a k e g r e a t c a r e in o u r e x t e r n a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d m e d i a 
e n g a g e m e n t on t h i s ma t t e r . I a m huge l y g r a t e f u l f o r t he a d d i t i o n a l 
s u p p o r t t h a t has been p r o v i d e d by D a v i d N i s b e t a n d J i m A n d e r s o n t o 
b o l s t e r o u r c o m m u n i c a t i o n s c a p a b i l i t y in T h e R e g i m e n t a l O f f i c e 
a r o u n d t he se m a t t e r s . F i n a l l y , on t h i s s ub j e c t , I w o u l d l i ke t o a s s u r e 
you t h a t w e a r e p r o v i d i n g a l l t h e s u p p o r t w e c a n , t o t h o s e i n vo l ved in 
t h e L e g a c y E n q u i r i e s . Chairman of Trustees 
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The Royal Scots Regimental Association 
By Captain Jimmy Springtlioi-pe 

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n , unde r t h e l e a d e r s h i p of B r a n c h o f f i c e b e a r e r s a n d 
n u m e r o u s v o l u n t e e r s , has been ve r y busy in a v a r i e t y o f w a y s a n d 
r e p o r t s of s o m e of t h e i r a c t i v i t y c a n be seen t h r o u g h o u t t h i s e d i t i o n o f 
T h e T h i s t l e . 

T h i s y e a r s a w the 1 0 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f T h e R o y a l S c o t s C l u b a n d 
A s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s , a n d t h e i r p a r t n e r s , w e r e a m o n g the m a n y c l u b 
m e m b e r s w h o a t t e n d e d the v a r i o u s e ven t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t . 

On 2 5 t h M a y t h e r e w a s a g o o d t u r n o u t i n c l u d i n g t h e A s s o c i a t i o n P i p e s 
a n d D r u m s a n d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n S t a n d a r d P a r t y a t a n n u a l G r e t n a 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n he ld a t R o s e b a n k C e m e t e r y , L e i t h . A s s o c i a t i o n P a d r e 
Rev I a i n M a y led the s e r v i c e . W e w e r e d e l i g h t e d t h a t t h i s y e a r 
B r i g a d i e r I a i n J o h n s t o n e w a s a b l e t o a t t e n d f r o m h is h o m e on t h e 
I s l a n d o f Fohr . 

D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 2 3 - 2 6 M a y , D a v i d D i c k s o n a n d A n d y M c D o w a l l 
a c c o m p a n i e d by P i p e r M a t t H o g g a n v i s i t e d L a P a r a d i s . S ee s e p a r a t e 
r e p o r t . 

L i n l i t h g o w M a r c h e s on 1 8 t h J u n e c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e r e t u r n h o m e f r o m R u s s i a o f 1 0 R S . To c o m m e m o r a t e t h a t . T h e 
R o y a l R e g i m e n t o f S c o t l a n d p a r a d e d a n d beh i nd t h e m m a r c h e d s o m e 
o f o u r A s s o c i a t i o n m e m b e r s a n d an A s s o c i a t i o n S t a n d a r d pa r t y . T h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n c o n t i n g e n t w e r e c h ee r ed f r o m s t a r t t o f i n i s h by the p e o p l e 
o f L i n l i t h g o w . I t is no t a m a r c h f o r t he f a i n t h e a r t e d , I s t i l l h a ve t h e 
b l i s t e r s . 

T h e 2 2 n d J u n e w a s t h e d a t e t h i s y e a r f o r E d i n b u r g h ' s A r m e d F o r c e s 
Day a n d t h e p a r a d e a l o n g G e o r g e S t r e e t t o o k p a r t in g l o r i o u s sunsh i ne , 
w h i c h m a d e t h e beer p r o v i d e d in S t A n d r e w s S q u a r e a l l t h e m o r e 
e n j o y a b l e . 

T h i s y e a r ' s t r i p t o C o n t a l m a i s o n by m e m b e r s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n w a s a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s ad a n d p o i g n a n t o c c a s i o n a s i t c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e f u n e r a l 
o f L t C o l G a r y T a i t M B E w h o w a s C h a i r m a n o f M c C r a e ' s B a t t a l i o n 
T r u s t . 

I w o u l d l i ke to t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o a s k t h a t t h o s e f o r m e r R o y a l 
S c o t s r e a d i n g t h i s , w h o a r e no t p a i d up m e m b e r s o f T h e A s s o c i a t i o n , 
s h o u l d c o n s i d e r j o i n i n g . I a m p a r t i c u l a r l y keen t o see y ounge r f o r m e r 
R o y a l s j o i n i n g . T h e s t r o n g e r The A s s o c i a t i o n the be t t e r p l a c e d w e a r e 
t o a s s i s t , t h r o u g h B e n e v o l e n c e , t h o s e f o r m e r R o y a l s a n d t h e i r 
d e p e n d a n t s in n e ed . 

STOP PRESS: 
News hot off the wire is that 
Lt Col Piers Strudwick QBE 

has just been appointed 
Defence Attache to Turl<ey in 

the ranl< of Colonel - appointment 
to be effective from 28th August. 

ASSOCIATION DINNER 2019 

T h e S p r i n g D i n n e r w a s he ld in t h e R o y a l S c o t s C l u b a n d w a s , as u s u a l , 
w e l l o r g a n i s e d by M r Ta rn D o u g l a s . T h e r e w e r e 4 0 p e o p l e in 
a t t e n d a n c e f r o m B r a n c h e s a c r o s s t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . W e l l l o o k e d a f t e r 
by The C l u b s ta f f , t he M e m b e r s en j o y ed a t h r e e - c o u r s e d i n n e r w i t h 
w i n e a n d w e r e e n t e r t a i n e d t o t w o se ts by P i p e r G r e i g M c L e a n f r o m 
t he A s s o c i a t i o n P i p e B a n d . A s ever, t h e m a i n r e a s o n f o r t h e D i n n e r is 
c o m r a d e s h i p , m e e t i n g f e l l o w ex R o y a l s , h a v i n g a g o o d m e a l , a f e w 
bee r s a n d a g r e a t c r a i c . T h e p h o t o g r a p h s h o w s m a n y o f t h o s e 
a t t e n d i n g w i t h T a m D o u g l a s a n d S t e p h e n E l l i o t h o l d i n g a bo t t l e o f 
R u m p r e s e n t e d t o T a m D o u g l a s by m e m b e r s o f t h e R o y a l C a n a d i a n 
R e g i m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n on t h e i r v i s i t t o the S o m m e l a s t year . It w a s 
we l l ' s a m p l e d ' by the a t t e n d e e s . 

The Usual Suspects 

ROYAL SCOTS'ANNUAL REUNION 

Once a g a i n t h i s w a s he ld in the E d i n b u r g h U n i v e r s i t y S t u d e n t s ' U n i o n 
a n d w a s a t t e n d e d by a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 0 m e m b e r s a n d gues t s . 
N u m b e r s w e r e d o w n on l a s t year, w h i c h w a s a b i t o f a d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , 
e s p e c i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g the vas t a m o u n t of w o r k by T o m m y D o u g l a s , 
T a m L o g a n a n d t h e i r t e a m of he l pe r s . E v e n so a ve r y g o o d e ven i ng 
w a s he l d w i t h a r a f f l e , ve r y t a s t y b u f f e t a n d e n t e r t a i n m e n t by t h e R S 
A s s o c i a t i o n P i p e B a n d , f o l l o w e d by a d i s c o un t i l t he e a r l y h o u r s . 



Association Branch News 
E D I N B U R G H B R A N C H - W A R R I S T O N C E M E T E R Y 

E a r l i e r t h i s y e a r it h a d been no t ed t h a t t h e w a r g r a v e s in W a r r i s t o n 
C e m e t e r y w e r e o v e r g r o w n a n d needed s o m e a t t e n t i o n . In c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h E d i n b u r g h C o u n c i l , t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h W a r G r a v e s C o m m i s s i o n 
a n d V e t e r a n s S c o t l a n d the E d i n b u r g h B r a n c h o f f e r ed t h e i r s e r v i c e s to 
b r i n g t he se g r a v e s b a c k t o a r e a s o n a b l e s t a n d a r d . One c l o u d y 
S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g a g r o u p of B r a n c h M e m b e r s m e t a t t he c e m e t e r y 
a n d the w o r k w a s done f o r a g r a n d p r i c e of a f e w b a c o n r o l l s . A g r e a t 
p i e c e of c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n T h e C o u n c i l a n d V e t e r a n s ' G r o u p s , a n d a 
j o b we l l d one by E d i n b u r g h B r a n c h . 

Grave of 

Major Elcock 

VC M M 

Warriston Cemetery 

Cleaning Ops 

NI Branch News 
C O R P O R A L ( L A T E R MA JOR ) ROLAND E L C O C K V C M M 

E a c h y e a r M r s V e r a M c K e n d r i c k , a s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r of t he N I 
B r a n c h , v o l u n t e e r s t i m e to u n d e r t a k e w o r k in an o r p h a n a g e in I n d i a 
a n d ha s d o n e t h i s f o r s e ve r a l y e a r s . K n o w i n g t h a t M a j o r E l c o c k V C 
h a d d i ed t he r e a n d w a s b u r i e d in D e h r a D u n C e m e t e r y in the 
U t t a r a k h a n d P r o v i n c e , unde r t h e s h a d o w of t h e H i m a l a y a s , V e r a 
v o l u n t e e r e d to t a k e a r e g i m e n t a l w r e a t h w i t h he r t h i s year, w h i c h she 
l a i d on M a j o r E l c o c k ' s g r a v e . A c o m m e m o r a t i o n s t o n e w a s l a i d in 
R o l a n d ' s h o m e t o w n o f W o l v e r h a m p t o n l a s t y e a r a n d t h i s a c t n ea t l y 
c o m p l e t e s the 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y of t he a w a r d t o R o l a n d . R o l a n d 
E l c o c k w a s a r a i l w a y eng i nee r a n d f o l l o w i n g W W l m o v e d t o I n d i a t o 
t a k e up a j o b w i t h I n d i a n R a i l w a y s , s u b s e q u e n t l y a s C h i e f Eng inee r . 
W h e n W W 2 s t a r t e d R o l a n d j o i n e d the I n d i a n A r m y a n d w a s 
c o m m i s s i o n e d . He d i e d in 1 9 4 4 f r o m d i s ea se a n d w a s b u r i e d in D e h r a 
D u n . 

T h i s is a g r e a t e x a m p l e of t he R e g i m e n t a l F a m i l y r e m e m b e r i n g one of 
o u r o w n , so m a n y t h a n k s t o V e r a M c K e n d r i c k f o r t a k i n g t i m e o u t t o 
p l a c e t h i s w r e a t h on b e h a l f o f t he R e g i m e n t a l F am i l y . 



ARMED FORCES DAY 

T h i s y e a r E d i n b u r g h h a d t o b r i n g f o r w a r d t h e d a t e o f A F D a y t o 
d e c o n f l i c t w i t h Ro ya l W e e k . T h e even t w a s he ld on 2 2 n d J u n e a n d 
t o o k the s a m e f o r m a t as l a s t year, w i t h the p a r a d e f o r m i n g up a t 
C h a r l o t t e S q u a r e a n d p a r a d i n g a l o n g G e o r g e S t r e e t t o t h e f i n a l 
g a t h e r i n g in S t A n d r e w s S q u a r e G a r d e n s . T h e R S C o n t i n g e n t w a s led 
by t h e A s s o c i a t i o n P i p e s a n d D r u m s a n d c o m m a n d e d by B r i g a d i e r 
G e o r g e L owde r . T h e S a l u t e w a s t a k e n by T h e L o r d P r o v o s t F r a n k 
Ro s s . 

E a r l i e r in t h e w e e k E a s t L o t h i a n C o u n c i l r a i s e d the A F F l a g in 
H a d d i n g t o n by the L o r d L i e u t e n a n t M a j o r M i c h a e l W i l l i a m s M B E 
a s s i s t e d by M r T a m L o g a n . A s eve r a g o o d n u m b e r of t he E a s t of 
S c o t l a n d B r a n c h w e r e in a t t e n d a n c e , i n c l u d i n g L a d y C a n d y 
R i c h a r d s o n . 

The Form Up 

•THE GALLANT ROYAL SCOTS' 
By Lt Col Jock Wilson Smith 

A s T h i s t l e e d i t o r in 1 9 8 0 , 1 w a s l o o k i n g t h r o u g h o l d c o p i e s o f o u r 
J o u r n a l t o f i n d a n y s u i t a b l e m a t e r i a l f o r T h e R e g i m e n t ' s 3 5 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y i ssue in 1 9 8 3 . 1 f o u n d in the 1 9 3 3 i s sue a p o e m ' T h e 
R o y a l S c o t s ' . 

The first verse went: 

Come a'ye merry ploughmen, 

And shepherds frae the glen 

I'll sing tae you a cheery sang 

About the gallant men 

Who leave their hills and valleys, 

Their sheiling's ha's and cots 

Tae fight for dear old Scotland 

Wi'the gallant Royal Scots. 

I p u b l i s h e d t h i s p o e m in The T h i s t l e in 1 9 8 3 . It w a s pu t t o m u s i c by 
W . 0 . 2 J o h n G a r g a r o , B a n d S e r j e a n t M a j o r 1 R S in 1 9 8 5 . He a l t e r e d 
the t i t l e t o " T h e G a l l a n t Ro y a l S c o t s " , w r o t e a n e w first ve r se a n d 
a m e n d e d a f ew w o r d s . The s ong w a s s ung f o r t he first t i m e by t h e 
b a n d in T h e O f f i c e r s ' M e s s , f o r S t A n d r e w ' s N i g h t d i n n e r on 3 0 t h 
N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 5 . T h e R e g i m e n t a l S o n g , as i t b e c a m e - as a fitting 
c l i m a x , w a s s ung by a R e g i m e n t a l cho i r , f o r t h e b a n d ' s Q u i n q u e n n i a l 
i n s p e c t i o n , r e s u l t i n g in a ve r y g o o d g r a d i n g . M a j o r F i n l a y M a c l e a n 
w a s B a n d P r e s i d e n t . The f u l l s ong c a n be f o u n d he re : 
www.theroyalscots.co.uk/the-gallant-royal-scots. 
Late r , a f t e r m u c h r e s e a r c h , I t r a c e d a R o b e r t M i t c h e l l D o n a l d s o n in 
T h e H o c k e n C o l l e c t i o n in N e w Z e a l a n d w h o w r o t e p oems , i n c l u d i n g 
' B l u e b e l l s a n d H e a t h e r ' , o b v i o u s l y t h e s a m e p e r s o n w h o w r o t e ' T h e 
R o y a l S c o t s ' . I h a ve been unab l e t o o b t a i n t h e b o o k B l u e b e l l s a n d 
Hea the r , e i t h e r he re in U K o r N e w Z e a l a n d . I t r a c e d D o n a l d s o n t o 
C h r i s t c h u r c h , N e w Z e a l a n d . He w a s b o r n in S c o t l a n d on 2 3 r d S e p 
1 8 6 3 . He m a r r i e d I s o b e l l a H o w i e , a l s o f r o m E d i n b u r g h in 1 8 9 4 . He 
e m i g r a t e d to N e w Z e a l a n d w i t h h is w i f e a n d t h r e e c h i l d r e n , w h e r e h is 
j o b w a s c o m p o s i t o r . He neve r d i d a n y m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . D o n a l d s o n 
a l s o w r o t e a b o o k t i t l e d T h e F i e r y C r o s s o f S c o t l a n d . Th i s he 
d e d i c a t e d t o S i r J o h n Fa l cone r , L o r d P r o v o s t o f E d i n b u r g h , in 1 9 4 8 . 
The o r i g i n o f T h e F i e r y C r o s s , k n o w n a s ' C r a n n T a r a ' w a s u sed a s a 
d e c l a r a t i o n of war , l a s t u sed in S c o t l a n d in 1 7 4 5 d u r i n g the J a c o b i t e 
r i s i n g . The c e r e m o n y w a s p e r f o r m e d on E d i n b u r g h C a s t l e E s p l a n a d e 
in 1 9 4 8 . A s i l e n t b l a c k a n d w h i t e film is on the w e b a r c h i v e s unde r 
T h e F i e r y C r o s s . T h e L o r d P r o v o s t is s h o w n h a n d i n g o u t c r o s s e s on 
the E s p l a n a d e , p r o b a b l y a d v e r t i s i n g t h e s t a r t o f t h e E d i n b u r g h 
F r i n g e F e s t i v a l in 1 9 4 8 . 
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The Royal Regiment of Scotland 

T h e s t a r t o f t h i s y e a r has been , as ever, v e r y busy f o r t h e B a t t a l i o n s 
w i t h e m p h a s i s b e i n g p l a c e d on p r a c t i c i n g a n d i m p r o v i n g p e r s o n a l 
s k i l l s a n d d r i l l s . A l l w o r k a n d no p l a y is c e r t a i n l y no t t h e m a n t r a , a n d 
s e ve r a l a d v e n t u r e t r a i n i n g even t s a n d s p o r t i n g c o m p e t i t i o n s have been 
p l a n n e d a n d e n j o y ed . 1 S C O T S c o n t i n u e to w o r k t o w a r d s t h e i r n e w 
S p e c i a l i s e d I n f a n t r y R o l e a n d have t e a m s d e p l o y e d t o v a r i o u s 
l o c a t i o n s , t r a i n i n g a n d a s s i s t i n g t r o o p s a t a l l l eve ls . On t o p o f t h i s 
t h e y c o n t i n u e t o o f f e r s u p p o r t t o O p e r a t i o n s in I r a q . 

2 S C O T S h a d t h e h o n o u r o f p r o v i d i n g t h e G u a r d o f H o n o u r a t 
E d i n b u r g h C a s t l e f o r t h e c e l e b r a t i o n o f H e r M a j e s t y ' s b i r t h d a y . T h e 
B n t e a m a l s o c a m e f i r s t in t h e N o r t h e r n S e c t i o n o f t h e " B r i t i s h 
W a r r i o r F i t n e s s " C o m p e t i t i o n t a k i n g t h e m on t o the f i n a l s t a ge s . 3 
S C O T S c a r r i e d o u t b a t t a l i o n leve l t r a i n i n g on S e n n e l a g e r r a nge s in 
p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a m a j o r E x e r c i s e on S a l i s b u r y P l a i n in A u g u s t . 4 
S C O T S sen t a t e a m on a d v e n t u r e t r a i n i n g t o M a l t a w h e r e 2 0 
m e m b e r s o f t he B a t t a l i o n u n d e r w e n t a s c u b a d i v i ng c o u r s e . T h e 
b a t t a l i o n a l s o u n d e r t o o k s o m e m o u n t a i n t r a i n i n g in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
f u t u r e E x e r c i s e a n d f o r O p T O R A L . The Duke of R o t h e s a y ' s D i r k 
C o m p e t i t i o n , a n in te r p l a t o o n c o m p e t i t i o n , t o o k p l a c e c o n s i s t i n g o f a 
p l a t o o n p a t r o l c o m p e t i t i o n i n c l u d i n g a q u i c k a t t a c k o n a v i l l a g e , 
f o l l o w e d by V C P s a n d a n a d v a n c e t o c o n t a c t f i n i s h i ng o f f w i t h 
p l a t o o n s s u b m i t t i n g t h e i r p l a t o o n r e p o r t s f o r t he exe r c i s e . 1 3 PI w e r e 
the u l t i m a t e w i n n e r s . 

5 S C O T S a l s o r a n a c o m p e t i t i o n , t h i s w a s a s e c t i o n c o m p e t i t i o n f o r 
t h e A d e n B a n n e r w h i c h c o n s i s t e d of a n a v i g a t i o n exe r c i s e on Day one 
a n d a M a r c h a n d S h o o t on Day t w o f i n i s h i n g o f f w i t h a s t r e t c h e r r a c e . 
P u b l i c Du t i e s w e r e a m a j o r e l e m e n t of t h i s y e a r w i t h B a l a k l a v a 
C o m p a n y s u p p l y i n g the P u b l i c D u t i e s in L o n d o n a n d W i n d s o r . They 
a r e c u r r e n t l y t h e Queen ' s G u a r d a t B a l m o r a l . 6 a n d 7 S C O T S have 
no t been id le e i t h e r w i t h 6 S C O T S p r e p a r i n g f o r t h e i r A n n u a l 
D e p l o y m e n t E x e r c i s e in L y d d & Hy t he by u n d e r t a k i n g bu i l d up 
t r a i n i n g in K i r k c u d b r i g h t ; w h i l e 7 S C O T S have been r u n n i n g ' B a c k t o 
B a s i c s ' t r a i n i n g u s i ng V i r t u a l T r a i n i n g E q u i p m e n t . 7 S C O T S S h o o t i n g 
T e a m c a m e 4 t h o u t of 1 2 in t h e 1 ( U K ) D i v i s i o n S h o o t a n d a r e 
p r e p a r i n g to go t o B i s l e y l a t e r t h i s year . B o t h b a t t a l i o n s have been 
i n vo l v ed in s p o r t i n g even t s w i t h 6 S C O T S f o o t b a l l t e a m , a s s i s t e d by 7 
S C O T S , be i ng r u n n e r s - u p in t h e A r m y Re s e r v e C h a l l e n g e C u p . T h e i r 
nex t c h a l l e n g e is in t he f i n a l o f t he I n f a n t r y Re se r ve C u p in A u g u s t . 

T h e A r m y S c h o o l of B a g p i p e M u s i c a n d H i g h l a n d D r u m m i n g 
( A S B M & H D ) w e r e a s k e d t o s end a p i p e r t o a s s i s t t he J o r d a n i a n 
A r m e d F o r c e s P i p e B a n d p r e p a r e f o r a t a t t o o in the U S A so Cp l 
B l a c k w a s d e p l o y e d t o J o r d a n f o r t h i s t a s k . 

A v e r y busy t i m e i ndeed f o r a l l m e m b e r s o f t he R o y a l R e g i m e n t of 
S c o t l a n d , b o t h R e g u l a r a n d Re s e r v e . 

Commemoration, Museum & Heritage 

A s eve r the M u s e u m a n d H e r i t a g e C o m m i t t e e has no t s t o o d s t i l l . 
F o l l o w i n g a f a i r l y h e c t i c p e r i o d o f c o m m e m o r a t i o n s a t t h e end of l a s t 
y e a r m a r k i n g t h e e n d o f W W l a n d the final V C c o m m e m o r a t i o n s , t h i s 
p e r i o d ha s been j u s t as busy. M o s t of t h e c o m m e m o r a t i o n s a r e c o v e r e d 
e l s e w h e r e in t h e T h i s t l e : 

• C h u r c h S e r v i c e a t t he C a n o t l g a t e K i r k t o c o m m e m o r a t e the 
f o u n d i n g of T h e Ro ya l S c o t s C l u b - S u n 1 0 t h M a r c h 1 9 

• B o o k L a u n c h o f " N o t f o r R i c h e s o r G l o r y " t h e h i s t o r y of 
T h e R o y a l S c o t s C l u b - M o n 1 1 t h M a r 1 9 

• R o s e b a n k C e m e t e r y G r e t n a C o m m e m o r a t i o n s - 2 5 t h M a y 1 9 

• L e P a r a d i s , F r a n c e C o m m e m o r a t i o n - 2 4 t h - 2 7 t h M a y 1 9 

• L i n l i t h g o w R i d i n g - 1 8 t h M a r c h 1 9 

B u t t h e f o l l o w i n g a r e c o v e r e d b e l o w : 

100th Anniversary of the 2nd/10th 

Bn Return from Archangel: 
On S u n d a y 1 6 t h J u n e 1 9 a s e r v i c e w a s he ld a t S t M i c h a e l s P a r i s h 
C h u r c h , L i n l i t h g o w t o r e - d e d i c a t e the W a r M e m o r i a l a n d t o 
c o m m e m o r a t e the 2 n d / 1 0 t h B n T h e R o y a l S c o t s r e t u r n f r o m 
A r c h a n g e l in R u s s i a . A n u m b e r o f l o c a l d i g n i t a r i e s a l s o a t t e n d e d : 
D e p u t y L o r d L i e u t e n a n t ; P r o v o s t o f W e s t L o t h i a n ; P r o v o s t o f 
D e a c o n s ' C o u r t ; D e a c o n o f t h e F r a t e r n i t y o f Dye r s a n d the W a r 
M e m o r i a l T r u s t . T w o W r e a t h s w e r e l a i d d u r i n g the s e r v i c e . M a j o r 
G e n e r a l M J S t r u d w i c k C B E l a i d a w r e a t h a t t h e W a r M e m o r i a l a n d 
M a j o r IC J o h n s t o n e M B E l a i d a w r e a t h a t t he 2 n d / 1 0 t h B n m e m o r i a l . 

A f t e r t he w a r t h e 2 n d / 1 0 t h B n C o l o u r w a s l a i d up in S t M i c h a e l s 
P a r i s h C h u r c h un t i l it w a s d e e m e d t o be t o o f r a g i l e w h e n it w a s t a k e n 
d o w n a n d g i ven to t h e A n n a n M u s e u m in L i n l i t h g o w . N e g o t i a t i o n s a r e 
c u r r e n t l y u n d e r w a y t o have t h e C o l o u r r e t u r n e d t o the R S M u s e u m 
w h e r e i ts c o n d i t i o n w i l l be a s s e s s ed , a n d p l a n s m a d e f o r i ts l o n g - t e r m 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . 

75th Anniversary of the Battle of Kohima: 
On T h u r s d a y 4 t h J u l y 1 9 a s e r v i c e w a s he ld a t o f Y o r k M i n s t e r 
C a t h e d r a l t o m a r k the 7 5 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t he b a t t l e of K o h i m a . T h e 
s e r v i c e w a s he ld in Dean s P a r k bes i de the 2 n d D i v i s i o n M e m o r i a l 
u n d e r a c l e a r b l ue sky. Ove r 2 0 0 f am i l y , f r i e n d s a n d 7 v e t e r an s o f t h e 
b a t t l e a t t e n d e d t h e s e r v i c e . The D u k e o f Y o r k g a ve a ve r y g o o d 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e b a t t l e a n d i ts s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the w a r in t h e F a r 
E a s t p r i o r t o t h e s e r v i c e . A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n a H u r r i c a n e a i r c r a f t gave a 
v e r y m e m o r a b l e flypast c i r c l i n g t h e M i n s t e r s e ve r a l t i m e s be f o r e 
w e a v i n g o f f i n to t h e d i s t a n c e . 

2-lOth Bn RS Memorial 
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Col J Finlay, Lt Col W Silvester, Lt Col G Rae 

' Museum & Heritage Committee Projects 

M u s e u m Store R o o m - I t has l ong been a p l a n of t he C o m m i t t e e t o 
r e p l a c e the o l d c r a m p e d w o o d e n she l v i ng in t h e s t o r e r o o m w i t h n e w 
m o d e r n s he l v i ng , h igh d en s i t y s tee l s t o r a g e she l v i ng s y s t e m . N o t on l y 
w o u l d t h i s a l l o w f o r be t t e r s t o re , c a r e a n d l o n g - t e r m p r e s e r v a t i o n o f 
the a r t e f a c t s bu t w o u l d a l s o i n c r e a s e the s t o r a g e c a p a c i t y by a t l ea s t 
3 0 % . A f t e r a f e w h i c c u p s i m p o s e d on us by H i s t o r i c a l E n v i r o n m e n t 
S c o t l a n d - r e i n f o r c i n g t h e floor a n d r e m o v i n g a l l t he r ubb l e unde r it, 
u nde r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f a n a r c h a e o l o g i s t , t he p r o j e c t w a s c o m p l e t e d 
in F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 9 . 

L I B O R - P r e p a r a t i o n s a r e we l l u n d e r w a y t o box t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n 
of t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r t h a t is t o be d i g i t i s ed unde r t he L I B O R f u n d e d 
p r o j e c t . T h e T r e a s u r y has g iven the A r m y M u s e u m s Og i l by T r u s t £ 5 M 
to c o - o r d i n a t e t h e d i g i t i s a t i o n o f U K m i l i t a r y m u s e u m s W W l 
d o c u m e n t a t i o n : d o c u m e n t s , m a p s , l e t t e r s , d i a r i e s , p h o t o g r a p h s e t c . 
Th i s is no m e a n f e a t g i ven the q u a n t i t y t h a t a r e s t o r e d in the m u s e u m 
a r c h i v e s . 

L i b o r is m o n e y o b t a i n e d by the G o v e r n m e n t f r o m B a n k s , f o l l o w i n g 
the r e p o r t i n to c o o p e r a t i o n b e tween b a n k s in s e t t i n g i n t e r e s t r a t e s . 
T h e g o v e r n m e n t r i n g f e n c e d m u c h o f t h i s m o n e y f o r g o o d c a u s e s a n d 
the M u s e u m b id f o r a n d r e c e i v ed m o n e y f o r s o m e o f i ts p r o j e c t s . 

WW2 Ro l l of H o n o u r - The W W 2 R o H is n o w c o m p l e t e a n d w a s 
l a u n c h e d on 2 4 t h J u n e f o l l o w i n g in t h e f o o t s t e p s of t h e D - D a y 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n s 6 t h J u n e , t he R S c o m m e m o r a t i o n s in L i n l i t h g o w 
1 6 t h & 1 8 t h J une , A r m e d F o r c e s Da y 2 2 n d J u n e a n d ve r y c l o s e t o the 
Op E p s o m c o m m e m o r a t i o n s , k n o w n a s the " S c o t t i s h C o r r i d o r " , in 
E u r o p e 2 6 t h J u n e . I t is n o w o n the W e b S i t e a n d c o m p l i m e n t s t h e 
W W l R o H r o l l e d ou t l a s t N o v e m b e r t o c o i n c i d e w i t h t he 1 0 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e F i r s t W o r l d Wa r . 

E s s a y s - To c o m p l i m e n t t he w o r k on the R o H , a n u m b e r o f e s say s 
c o v e r i n g s i g n i f i c a n t ba t t l e s / e ven t s in t h e R e g i m e n t ' s h i s t o r y h a ve been 
c o m p l e t e d . T h e y cove r even t s s u ch as Le P a r a d i s , t h e L i s b o n M a r u 
i n c i den t , t he K o h i m a C a m p a i g n , A r c h a n g e l e t c . a n d have n o w been 
u p l o a d e d o n t o the W e b S i t e . F u n d i n g h a s n o w been s e c u r e d t o 
p r o d u c e t h e e s say s in b o o k l e t f o r m a n d i t is i n t e n d e d t o g ive one to 
e a c h m e m b e r o f t he R S A s s o c i a t i o n in t h e v e r y n e a r f u t u r e . 

Op B A N N E R - In a d d i t i o n t o t h e E s s a y s , a c o l l e c t i o n of m a t e r i a l on 
t h e v a r i o u s Op B A N N E R t o u r s has been c o l l a t e d f r o m P o n t i u s P i l a t e s 
B o d y g u a r d a n d The T h i s t l e in h a r d c o p y on l y a t t h i s po in t . 

C o m p u t e r s - F o l l o w i n g s u c ce s s on t h e g r an t s b i d s p r o ce s s , t h e 
m u s e u m has n o w p u r c h a s e d 3 n e w c o m p u t e r s f o r t h e r e s e a r c h 
v o l u n t e e r s t o use a n d one l ap t o p f o r use on the o u t r e a c h p r o g r a m m e 
w i t h s c h o o l s . T h i s b r i n g s a l l o u r IT h a r d w a r e up t o d a t e a n d w i l l see 
us we l l i n to t he f o r e s e e a b l e f u t u r e . 

The decendants of 

Captain J A Edv»ards M C * * 2 A 0 RS 
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The p u r p o s e of 3 7 3 is t o p r e s e r v e a n d h o n o u r The R o y a l S c o t s un i q ue 
H e r i t a g e . 

In la te 2 0 1 7 the o p p o r t u n i t y t o c a p i t a l i s e on the n a t i o n ' s c e n t e n a r y 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e even t s t o m a r k the e n d of W o r l d W a r 1 w a s i d en t i f i e d 
by the R e g i m e n t a l M u s e u m T ru s t ee s . A s m a l l b a n d o f v o l u n t e e r s , 
' T e a m 3 7 3 ' , u s i ng the S o t t i s h Wa t i o na l W a r M e m o r i a l R o y a l S c o t s 
R o l l o f H o n o u r a n d i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m the C o m m o n w e a l t h W a r G r a v e s 
C o m m i s s i o n , w o r k e d t i r e l e s s l y in p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t h e S t A n d r e w s 
U n i v e r s i t y C o m p u t e r S c i e n c e D e p a r t m e n t t o pos t o u r W W l W a r R o l l 
o f H o n o u r o n l i n e ( l l , 3 0 0 k i l l e d o f 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 R o y a l s w h o s e r v e d ) . T h i s 
w a s l a u n c h e d in m i d - A u g u s t 2 0 1 8 , w h i c h p r e s e n t e d the l a u n c h p a d f o r 
v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t m e d i a o p p o r t u n i t i e s in t h e nex t t h r e e m o n t h s , w i t h a 
c r e s c e n d o a t t h e L e i t h e ven t . U p l o a d i n g o f a r c h i v e d a n d n e w m a t e r i a l 
o n t o the w e b s i t e c o n t i n u e s . V i s i t : w w w . t h e r o y a l s c o t s . c o . u k 

The above b o l d i n i t i a t i v e w a s d r i v en by t h e s t r o n g f ee l i ng t h a t o u r f i ne 
R e g i m e n t ' s huge c o n t r i b u t i o n a n d s a c r i f i c e s m u s t be s h a r e d w i t h i n U K 
a n d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d , u s i ng m o d e r n t e c h n o l o g y . 

H a v i n g d r a m a t i c a l l y h e i g h t e ned the o v e r a l l p ro f i l e of The R o y a l S c o t s 
T e a m 3 7 3 d e t e r m i n e d t h a t a s i m i l a r a p p r o a c h s h o u l d be t a k e n f o r 
W W 2 . In J u n e t h e W W 2 R o l l o f H o n o u r ( 1 , 2 5 0 k i l l e d o f t h e 1 0 , 0 0 0 
w h o s e r ved K i n g a n d C o u n t r y ) w a s l a u n c h e d a t o u r W a r M e m o r i a l 
C l u b , w h i c h has c o m m e m o r a t e d its c e n t e n a r y t h i s year . B i l l Wa l k e r , 
o u r 9 8 y e a r o l d v e t e r an w h o s e r v ed in B u r m a a n d w a s w o u n d e d , t o o k 
p a r t in t he l a u n c h , w h i c h w a s t e l e v i s ed by B F B S 
: h t t p s : / / w w w . f o r c e s . n e t / n e w s / m i l i t a r y - l i f e / s c o t l a n d / o n l i n e - r o l l - o f - h o n o 
u r - r o y a l - s c o t s - w h o - d i e d - d u r i n g - w w i i . 

T h e e xpe r i e n c e s o f f o u r R S W W 2 ve t e r an s ha ve been r e c o r d e d a n d 
a r e c u r r e n t l y be i ng d e v e l o p e d f o r a 4 0 - m i n u t e f e a t u r e film t o be 
l a u n c h e d in t h e C l u b on F r i d a y 1 3 S e p t e m b e r ; t h a t e ven i ng the film be 
s h o w n t o m e m b e r s of t he R e g i m e n t a l F a m i l y . 

L o o k i n g a h e a d , b u i l d i n g on t h e se r i e s o f e x c e l l e n t e s say s a n d m u s e u m 
d i s p l a y s , d e s c r i p t o r s on t h e R e g i m e n t a l w e b s i t e a n d the n o w d e v e l o p e d 
v i r t u a l M u s e u m tour , b o o s t e d by i n f o r m a t i o n a n d a r t e f a c t s r e c e i v ed 
s i n ce A u g u s t l a s t y e a r , T e a m 3 7 3 i n i t i a t i v e s t o f u r t h e r c a p t u r e the 3 7 3 
s t o r y w i l l c o n t i n u e a p a c e . T h e i m p o r t a n c e of t he M u s e u m as o u r 
p h y s i c a l d i s p l a y of h e r i t a ge is r e i n f o r c e d by 3 7 3 , w h i c h e x p o r t s T h e 
R o y a l S c o t s s t o r y w o r l d w i d e . F r o m the A r c t i c c i r c l e t o t h e F a l k l a n d 
I s l a nd s , w h e r e v e r p eop l e have a c c e s s to W i - F i , t hey c a n n o w a c c e s s 
t h e 3 7 3 s t o r y . 

T h e M u s e u m T ru s t e e s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o t a k e 3 7 3 , t he v i r t u a l i s a t i o n o f 
o u r R e g i m e n t a l s t o r y , f o r w a r d t o e n su r e w e o v e r c o m e L e s t W e F o r g e t 
in p e r p e t u i t y a n d has a l s o been s t r o ng l y w e l c o m e d a n d s u p p o r t e d by 
The R e g i m e n t a l T r u s t ee s . 

The g o l d e n t h r e a d f r o m The R o y a l S c o t s t o T h e R o y a l R e g i m e n t of 
S c o t l a n d w a s t r u l y in e v i d en ce on a w o n d e r f u l s unny J u n e day ; 1 0 0 
y e a r s a g o t o the d a y 2 / 1 0 R S r e t u r n e d f r o m R u s s i a t o L i n l i t h g o w . T h e 
son a n d g r a n d s o n o f C a p t a i n J A E d w a r d s , w h o w o n h i s t h i r d M C 
d u r i n g t h e A r c h a n g e l o p e r a t i o n w h i c h i n c l u d e d t h e c a p t u r e o f t h e 
C h a m o v o G u n , w e r e the R e g i m e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s gues t s o f honou r . 
T h e C h a m o v o G u n is n o w s i t u a t e d a t G l e n c o r s e B a r r a c k s . 

Standards at Linlithgow 
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A rea l b e n e v o l e n c e t e a m e f f o r t e n a b l e d B i l l Wa l k e r , 9 8 , w h o w a s 
b r o u g h t up in the C o w g a t e , f o u g h t the J a p a n e s e a n d n o w l ives in 
O x g a n g s , t o l eave h is h ou se f o r t h e first t i m e in f o u r y e a r s by ha v i ng a 
r a m p bu i l t a t h is h o m e : A n d w h e r e w a s h i s first o u t i n g t o ? ; yes, t o the 
C l u b f o r a beer w i t h h i s f a m i l y . E d i n b u r g h C o u n c i l , t h e r a m p i n s t a l l e r 
W h i l a n d , L e g i o n S c o t l a n d , S S A F A , F a r e s 4 F r e e a n d the R e g i m e n t a l 
T r u s t ' f i x ed i t ' in t i m e f o r A r m e d F o r c e s Day . 

Ramp Team 

OP BANNER COMMEMORATION 
National Memorial Arboretum 
14 August 2019 by Major CR Delacombe 

On W e d n e s d a y 1 4 A u g u s t t he R o y a l B r i t i s h L e g i o n led an a c t o f 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n f o r a l l t h o s e w h o h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d in Op B a n n e r fifty 
y e a r s a f t e r t h e o p e r a t i o n a l d e p l o y m e n t o f B r i t i s h a r m e d f o r c e s t o 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . Op B a n n e r w a s t h e l onges t c o n t i n u o u s c a m p a i g n in 
B r i t i s h m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y . Ove r t he c o u r s e o f t he c a m p a i g n 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
s e r v i c e p e r s o n n e l w e r e d e p l o y e d to N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d a n d 1 , 4 4 1 
A r m e d F o r c e s p e r s onne l d i ed a s a r e s u l t o f t h o s e o p e r a t i o n s . T h i s 
n u m b e r doe s no t i n c l u d e the c i v i l i a n s a n d m e m b e r s o f t he f a m i l i e s o f 
t h o s e w h o s e r v ed w i t h t he U D R , the R U C a n d G r e e n f i n c h e s w h o w e r e 
m u r d e r e d as the r e s u l t of t e r r o r i s t a c t i v i t y . 

The even t w a s a t t e n d e d by a p a r t y of t en R o y a l s o r g a n i s e d u n d e r t h e 
a u s p i c e s of t he S o u t h e r n B r a n c h of t he R e g i m e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n . I t 
w a s a m i s e r a b l e w e t d a y bu t s upe r b l y o r g a n i s e d by the Ro ya l B r i t i s h 
L e g i o n ( R B L ) . T h e d a y began w i t h t h e d a i l y A c t of R e m e m b r a n c e in 
the M i l l e n n i u m C h a p e l , i n c o r p o r a t i n g a t w o - m i n u t e s i l e n c e a n d an 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e N M A . T i m e t o e x p l o r e t he A r b o r e t u m w a s s a d l y o f 
l i t t l e use b e c au s e of t he i n ce s san t r a i n b u t t he R B L t e a m in t h e 
k i t c h e n p e r f o r m e d m a r v e l s in s u p p l y i n g ho t d r i n k s a n d f e ed i ng t h e t w o 
t o t h r e e t h o u s a n d a t t e n d i n g . W h e n w e m o v e d t o the s i te of t he A c t of 
R e m e m b r a n c e t h e r e w a s , t h a n k f u l l y , e n o u g h t e n t a g e t o pu t t he 
m a j o r i t y o f t h o s e a t t e n d i n g ou t o f t h e r a i n ( the o l d s a y i n g a b o u t t he 
ea r l y b i r d c a m e r a p i d l y t o m i n d ) . T h e A c t i t se l f w a s a s i m p l e se r i e s o f 
r e m i n i s c e n c e s of i n d i v i d ua l s , e i t h e r in p e r s on o r r e ad , one of t he m o s t 
m o v i n g be i ng t h a t o f t he y o u n g w i f e w h o w a s w i d o w e d ve r y s h o r t l y 
a f t e r he r w e d d i n g . I t w a s led by A l a s t a i r S t e w a r t C B E w i t h m u s i c 
p l a y e d by t h e b a n d of t h e R o y a l l o g i s t i c s C o r p s . W e ended t h e 
p r o c e e d i n g s by p a y i n g a v i s i t t o t he n e w m e m o r i a l t o the R o y a l 
R e g i m e n t of S c o t l a n d w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e s t he n a m e s a n d b a d g e s o f a l l 
t he a n t e c e d e n t r e g i m e n t s . 

W e a l l l e f t f e e l i ng e x t r e m e l y h u m b l e d by w h a t m a n y of t ho se w h o 
s e r v ed on Op B a n n e r h a d been t h r o u g h , bu t a l s o e x t r e m e l y g l a d w e 
h a d b r a v e d the w e a t h e r a n d been p r e s en t a t a ve r y m o v i n g a n d 
e m o t i o n a l even t . W e w e r e un i t ed in e x p r e s s i n g a w i s h t o r e t u r n t o t h e 
A r b o r e t u m on a k i n d e r d a y to e x p l o r e t h i s f a s c i n a t i n g p l a c e in m o r e 
d e t a i l . 

THE ROYAL SCOTS 
N E E D Y O U ! 

National Memorial Arboretum, Staffordshire 

The w o r k done t o m a i n t a i n t h e R e g i m e n t ' s H e r i t a g e a n d L e g a c y 
t a k e s V o l u n t e e r s . A l l t h e w o r k d e t a i l e d a b o v e is d o n e by 
V o l u n t e e r s a n d w e need t o c o n t i n u a l l y r e c r u i t n e w peop l e t o he lp 
us in t h i s t a s k . W e a re l o o k i n g f o r : 

• C o m m i t t e d v o l u n t e e r s t o s u p p o r t t h e M u s e u m a n d T e a m 3 7 3 t o 
m a x i m i s e d e v e l o p m e n t of o u r c o v e r a g e o f W W 2 a n d m o r e . 

• C o n t r i b u t i o n s a n d s h a r i n g o f d i a r i e s , p re s s c u t t i n g s , s t o r i e s a n d 
a r t e f a c t s f r o m t he R e g i m e n t ' s W W 2 . 

• S u p p o r t in k i n d , e x pe r t i s e a n d f u n d i n g t o m a x i m i s e the i m p a c t o f 

3 7 3 . 

• V o l u n t e e r s f r o m the w i d e r R e g i m e n t a l F a m i l y w o u l d be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l c o m e . 

Please contact: archive@theroyalscotsmuseum.co.uk 

M o s t r e a d e r s w i l l k n o w of the T h e R o y a l R e g i m e n t of S c o t l a n d s t one 
m e m o r i a l in The N a t i o n a l M e m o r i a l A r b o r e t u m ( N M A ) on w h i c h a l l 
a n t e c e d e n t S c o t t i s h R e g i m e n t s a r e r e p r e s e n t e d a n d t h a t , s o m e f o r m e r 
S c o t t i s h R e g i m e n t s have t h e i r o w n m e m o r i a l s a t t h e N M A . S o m e 
R o y a l S c o t s a r e c o m m e m o r a t e d on m e m o r i a l s t o p a r t i c u l a r c o n f i i c t s , 
s u ch a s the 1 9 9 1 G u l f Wa r , bu t t h e r e is no so l e l y R S m e m o r i a l . 

The T r u s t e e s have d e t e r m i n e d t h a t i t m a y be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r T h e 
R o y a l S c o t s t o have a m e m o r i a l t he re , t o c o m m e m o r a t e a l l f o r m e r 
R o y a l S c o t s w h o have f a l l e n in t i m e s of c o n f l i c t . T r u s t e e s w o u l d l i ke 
to c o n s u l t w i d e l y t o c o n s i d e r if a m e m o r i a l w o u l d be a p p r o p r i a t e , a n d 
if so, w h a t f o r m t h a t s h o u l d t a k e . 

A P r o j e c t T e a m w i l l be e s t a b l i s h e d t o de l i ve r w h a t is d e c i d e d a n d w e 
a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y keen t o hea r f r o m a n y o n e w h o l ives r e l a t i v e l y c l o s e t o 
the A r b o r e t u m w h o w o u l d l i ke t o be p a r t of t he T e a m . 

P l e a s e s end y o u r v i ew s on w h e t h e r a R o y a l S c o t s m e m o r i a l s h o u l d be 
p l a c e d t h e r e a n d if so, w h a t f o r m t h e m e m o r i a l m i g h t t a k e , a l s o if you 
w i s h t o be a m e m b e r o f t h e p r o j e c t t e a m , t o T h e R e g i m e n t a l 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r , C a p t J i m m y S p r i n g t h o r p e by 3 0 S e p t e m b e r 2 0 1 9 . 
j i m m y . s p r i n g t h o r p e @ t h e r o y a l s c o t s . c o . u k 

In y o u r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , p l e a s e b e a r in m i n d t h a t t h e f o c u s o f t h e 
A r b o r e t u m is on r e s p e c t f u l r e f l e c t i o n , d i gn i t y a n d r e m e m b r a n c e 
r a t h e r t h a n h i s t o r y . 
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THE ROYAL SCOTS CLUB 
100th ANNIVERSARY 

D u r i n g the F i r s t W o r l d W a r the L a d i e s o f T h e R e g i m e n t r a n a T e a 
S h o p a n d Re s t H u t f o r R o y a l S c o t s p a s s i n g t h r o u g h E d i n b u r g h , in S t 
A n d r e w s S q u a r e G a r d e n s . T h i s w a s ve r y s u c c e s s f u l a n d as t h e end of 
t h e w a r a p p r o a c h e d i t w a s r e a l i s e d t h a t t h i s is s o m e t h i n g t h a t s h o u l d 
be c a r r i e d o n . A C o m m i t t e e c o n s i s t i n g o f O f f i c e r s , N C O s a n d M e n 
f r o m a l l B a t t a l i o n s w a s b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r unde r L o r d H e n r y S c o t t a n d 
it w a s d e c i d e d t h a t a n A l l - R a n k s C l u b be f o r m e d in E d i n b u r g h a n d 
f u n d r a i s i n g s t a r t e d . T h i s led t o i d en t i f y i n g the p r e m i s e s in 
A b e r c r o m b y P l a c e in 1 9 1 9 w h i c h b e c a m e the h o m e o f T h e C l u b . To 
C o m m e m o r a t e t h i s t he C l u b c o m m i s s i o n e d l o c a l a u t h o r a n d h i s t o r i a n 
R o d d y M a r t i n e t o w r i t e t he h i s t o r y of The C l u b . The book , t i t l e d N o t 
F o r G l o r y N o r R i c h e s w a s l a u n c h e d , in The C l u b , by He r R o y a l 
H i g h n e s s T h e P r i n c e s s R o y a l on 1 1 t h M a r c h 2 0 1 9 , be ing g r e e t ed a t 
T h e C l u b by E d i n b u r g h ' s L o r d P r o v o s t a n d L o r d L i e u t e n a n t F r a n k 
Ro s s . A l o n g w i t h C l u b o f f i c i a l s , H R H t h e n m e t M a j o r G e n e r a l M a r k 
S t r u d w i c k a n d M a j o r G e n e r a l B o b B r u c e . H R H w a s t h en p r e s e n t e d 
t o R e g i m e n t a l O f f i c e r s , C h a i r m a n of T r u s t e e s B r i g a d i e r G e o r g e 
L o w d e r a n d R e g i m e n t a l A d m i n i s t r a t o r C a p t a i n J i m m y S p r i n g t h o r p e . 
In T h e C l u b L i b r a r y w e r e d i s p l a y e d u n i f o r m s of H R H P r i n c e s s M a r y 
a n d L o r d H e n r y S c o t t , b r o u g h t d o w n f r o m the R e g i m e n t a l M u s e u m 
f o r t he o c c a s i o n . 

H R H t h en me t m e m b e r s o f T h e C l ub , m a n y of w h o m a r e ex R o y a l 
S c o t s t h o u g h a l l a r e c o n s i d e r e d p a r t o f t he R e g i m e n t a l F a m i l y . H R H 
t o o k t i m e t o s p e a k to e ve r yone p r e s en t i n d i v i d u a l l y a n d a v e r y 
p l e a s a n t l a u n c h o f t he b o o k t o o k p l a c e . H R H w a s p r e s e n t e d w i t h a 
figurine of a R o y a l S c o t . 

F o l l o w i n g t h e b o o k l a u n c h , T h e P r i n c e s s R o y a l unve i l ed e i g h t 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n s t one s se t i n to the e n t r a n c e s teps t o the C l u b . One of 
t h e e i gh t V C s w a s to P r i v a t e P ros se r , a w a r d e d d u r i n g the C r i m e a n 
W a r a n d the r e m a i n d e r a l l a w a r d e d d u r i n g W W l : P r i v a t e R o b s o n , 
L a n c e C o r p o r a l A n g u s , P r i v a t e Dun s i r e , C a p t a i n R e y n o l d s , P r i v a t e 
M c l v o r , C o r p o r a l E l c o c k a n d L i e u t e n a n t M c G r e g o r . H R H a l s o 
unve i l ed a p l a q u e w h i c h n o w h a n g s in the e n t r a n c e l o bby o f the C l u b . 
H R H w a s a l s o s h o w n a d i s p l a y of p o r t r a i t a n d m e d a l s o f C a p t a i n 
D o u g l a s F o r d w h o w a s a w a r d e d the G e o r g e C r o s s f o r his b r a v e r y 
w h i l s t a P o W o f t h e J a p a n e s e . 

On S u n d a y 1 0 M a r c h a c o m m e m o r a t i o n S e r v i c e w a s he ld in t he K i r k 
a t C a n o n g a t e w i t h Rev I an G a r d n e r t a k i n g t h e S e r v i c e . T h e 
R e g i m e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n p a r a d e d t h e i r S t a n d a r d s a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o 
t h e K i r k a n d l i ned the p a t h o u t a t t he end of t he S e r v i c e . 

1 

Roddy Martine 

NOT FOR GLORY 
O N I M U N O t l O Y C * « » Of TMC « O r A i I C O T J C».W» 

NOR RICHES 

T h e final o f f i c i a l c e l e b r a t i o n m a r k i n g t h e 1 0 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y w a s 
B e a t i n g of R e t r e a t by t h e P i p e s a n d D r u m s of T h e R o y a l S c o t s 
B o r d e r e r s , 1 s t B a t t a l i o n , The R o y a l R e g i m e n t o f S c o t l a n d w h e r e t h e 
gue s t o f h o n o u r a n d t a k i n g the s a l u t e w a s E d i n b u r g h ' s L o r d P r o v o s t 
F r a n k R o s s . 

N O T F O R G L O R Y N O R R I C H E S by R o d d y M a r t i n e . A h i s t o r y of t he 
R o y a l S c o t s C l u b 1 9 1 9 - 2 0 1 9 . C o p i e s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m t he C l u b on 
i n f o @ t h e r o y a l s c o t s c l u b . c o m . 

LE PARADIS 25th MAY 2019 
Major DPM Dickson 

Th i s y e a r a s m a l l e r b a n d o f R o y a l s a t t e n d e d t h e a n n u a l 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n of t he even t s m a r k i n g t h e b a t t l e o f Le P a r a d i s d u r i n g 
t h e l a s t d a y s of M a y in 1 9 4 0 . Once a g a i n i t w a s t h e c o m m u n i t y of 
L e s t r e m w h o i nv i t ed T h e R o y a l S c o t s , a n d The Roya l N o r f o l k s t o j o i n 
t h e m . M a t t H o g g a n , o u r t r u s t y R S A s s o c i a t i o n P iper , a n d D a v i d 
D i c k s o n t r a v e l l e d ove r f r o m E d i n b u r g h on the T h u r s d a y . A n even i ng 
flight f o u n d us s t r u g g l i n g t o m a s t e r a h y b r i d h i r e c a r in t h e d a r k n e s s 
o f a n u n d e r g r o u n d c a r p a r k a t C h a r l e r o i A i r p o r t . W e t h e n a r r i v e d a t 
o u r ho te l a t 0 3 0 0 h r s t o find o u r s e l v e s l o c k e d o u t o f o u r r o o m s ! 
F o r t u n a t e l y i t a l l go t be t t e r t h e r e a f t e r . T h e f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g w e 
v i s i t e d N o t r e D a m e de L o r e t t e , t he F r e n c h N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y 
C eme t e r y , w h e r e M a t t p l a y e d a l a m e n t . A f u n d i n n e r w i t h l o ca l f r i e n d s 
in a c o u n t r y pub finished t h e day . 

On the S a t u r d a y w e m e t up w i t h C o l o n e l A n d y M c D o w a l l a t L e 
C r e t o n F a r m , t h e s i te of t he m a s s a c r e o f 9 7 s o l d i e r s by the S S . W e 
w e r e j o i n e d t h e r e by a c o a c h l o a d of a b o u t 4 0 R o y a l N o r f o l k 
s u p p o r t e r s w h o w e r e c o m p l e t i n g a five day t o u r f o l l o w i n g the 
w i t h d r a w a l r ou t e o f 5 B r i g a d e f r o m W a v r e t o L e P a r a d i s 1 0 M a y -
2 6 M a y 1 9 4 0 . A f t e r a n o t h e r b r i e f S e r v i c e , speeches , a n d 
w r e a t h - l a y i n g o u t s i d e the C h u r c h a t L e P a r a d i s w e p a i d f u r t h e r 
r e s pe c t s a t t he B r i t i s h M i l i t a r y C e m e t e r y t o the r e a r o f t he C h u r c h 
w h e r e s o l d i e r s f r o m b o t h R e g i m e n t s a r e b u r i e d . T h e s m a l l m u s e u m 
bes i de t h e C h u r c h , t h a t t e l l s t h e s t o r y o f t he even t s , w a s o p e n . 

W e t h en m o v e d t o L e s t r e m , a s h o r t d r i v e f r o m Le P a r a d i s . W e v i s i t e d 
a b r a n d n e w m e m o r i a l c r e a t e d d i r e c t l y o u t s i d e the S e c o n d a r y S c h o o l . 
I t v i v i d l y p o r t r a y s t he t w o m a s s a c r e s u r v i v o r s P t e s P o o l e y a n d 
O ' S u l l i v a n , w h o de sp i t e t h e i r w o u n d s , he l ped e a c h o t h e r t o e s c a p e 
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t h r o u g h r a i n a n d d a r k n e s s . F i n a l l y , a n u m b e r of us w e r e e n t e r t a i n e d t o 
an e x c e l l e n t c i v i c l u n ch in L e s t r e m . A m e s s a g e w a s r e ad o u t f r o m the 
c e n t e n a r i a n M a j o r J o h n E r r i n g t o n , a v e t e r a n o f L e P a r a d i s , a n d 
d r a m s w e r e q u a f f e d by e v e r y one f r o m t he L e c e l l e s Q u a i c h . 

2 0 2 0 w i l l be t h e 8 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f L e P a r a d i s . T h e R o y a l N o r f o l k s 
h ope t o h a ve a n o t h e r 4 0 a t t e n d i n g . I t w o u l d be m a r v e l l o u s if R o y a l 
S c o t s u p p o r t e r s c o u l d m a t c h t h i s numbe r . W e a r e h o p i n g t h a t o u r k i n d 
ho s t s w i l l m a k e it e x t r a s p e c i a l f o r us. I t is a l s o h o p e d t h a t a s m a l l 
p i p e b a n d , t h e A s s o c i a t i o n S t a n d a r d Pa r t y , a n d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f r o m 1 
S C O T S m i g h t a t t e n d . 

R Cdn Regt Association with RS Association at Canadian Memorial. 

Photo courtesy of F Gogos. 

If you w i s h t o j o i n us nex t y e a r o r w i s h f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 
t h en p l e a s e ge t in t o u c h w i t h I a i n L a i r d i a i n @ l a i r d . o r g . u k 

David D ickson , A n d y M c D o w a l l and Royal Norfo lks 

Royal Canadian Regiment 
Visit to the Western Front 

The Royal Canadian Regiment are one of The Royal Scots' 
sister Regiments with whom we maintain very close links. 
Last year their Regimental Association and Regimental Family 
made a pilgrimage to the Western Front to commemorate the 
end of W W l and the sacrifices of their men during that 
conflict. Whilst on this tour they met The Royal Scots on their 
own annual visit to Contalmaison as part of the 16th 
Battalion Trust. On learning who they were Tommy Douglas 
and Tam Logan introduced themselves and they were in turn 
invited to lay a wreath with the RCR at their memorial. The 
RCR are planning to revisit the Western Front in 2020 where 
it is hoped links will be renewed and some good networking 
will take place. 

A t Conta lmaison . Photo courtesy of D Mercer. 

Lestrem - Paradis Memorial 
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Change of Cap Badge The Regimental Tie in the Palace of Westminster 

6 0 y e a r s ago , in 1 9 5 9 , t he IVIinistry o f De f en ce r e o r g a n i s e d t h e 
I n f a n t r y a n d m o v e d R e g i m e n t s i n to l o c a l B r i g a d e s a n d D i v i s i o n s . 
T h e R o y a l S c o t s m o v e d i n t o t h e Low/ land B r i g a d e of t he 
S c o t t i s h D i v i s i o n . P a r t o f t h i s w a s t h a t a l l b r i g a d e d R e g i m e n t s 
w o u l d w e a r t he s a m e c a p badge , in o u r c a s e t h e L o w l a n d 
B r i g a d e c a p b a d g e . A p a r a d e w a s he ld in B e r l i n on 2 0 J a n u a r y 
1 9 5 9 w h e r e t he CO , L t C o l M c Q u e e n , d i s t r i b u t e d t h e n e w c a p 
b a d g e t o the 1 s t B a t t a l i o n . J u s t 1 0 y e a r s l a t e r in 1 9 6 9 , t h i s 
t i m e The R o y a l S c o t s w e r e in O s n a b r u c k , T h e A r m y w a s 
r e o r g a n i s e d a g a i n w i t h R e g i m e n t s m o v i n g o u t o f b r i g a d e s t o 
D i v i s i o n . T h i s s a w the r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f o u r t r a d i t i o n a l c a p 
badge s . The B a t t a l i o n he ld a p a r a d e w h e r e t he CO , L t C o l ( l a t e r 
G e n e r a l ) R F R i c h a r d s o n d i s t r i b u t e d c a p b a d g e s t o t h e 1 s t 
B a t t a l i o n . I n t e re s t i ng l y , on b o t h p a r a d e s , t h e o l d e s t s o l d i e r on 
p a r a d e w a s P r i v a t e S t a n M u r r a y . 

E a r l i e r t h i s y e a r T o m m y D o u g l a s , in h i s r e a l - l i f e r o l e a s L e g i o n 
S c o t l a n d , V e t e r a n s C o m m u n i t y S u p p o r t Of f icer , w a s i nv i t ed t o a 
R e c e p t i o n in t he H o u s e o f L o r d s . T o m m y w r i t e s : 

" I a t t e n d e d a r e c e p t i o n a t t he H o u s e of L o r d s as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
t h e U n f o r g o t t e n F o r c e s C o n s o r t i u m ( 1 6 C h a r i t i e s a l l w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r 
f o r t h e bene f i t o f v e t e r a n s ove r t he a ge of 6 5 w h o l ive in S c o t l a n d ) 
a l o n g w i t h G a r y G ray , H e a d o f W e l f a r e f o r P o p p y S c o t l a n d ( the 
G e n t l e m a n in t h e p h o t o ) . U n f o r g o t t e n F o r c e s C o n s o r t i u m w e r e 
s e l e c t e d as f i n a l i s t s in t h e " W o r k i n g T o g e t h e r " C a t e g o r y of t h e 
' S o l d i e r i n g On A w a r d s ' . T h e R e c e p t i o n w a s h o s t e d by L o r d D a n n a t 
f o r m e r Ch i e f of t he De f en ce S t a f f . 

T h e w i n n e r s w e r e a n n o u n c e d a t a D i n n e r in A p r i l a n d we d i d w i n t h e 
a w a r d w i t h C a r o l V o r d e r m a n p r e s e n t i n g t he a w a r d t o G a r y G r a y . " 

N i c e t o see the R e g i m e n t s u p p o r t e d , e s p e c i a l l y in t h e P a l a c e of 

W e s t m i n s t e r . 

Tommy Douglas at the House of Lords 

Urulmanl IMonrl Richarihim prrsmling lllrir lt<niil Srols rap^ndgrs In l^mlr% A f u m n (ind Cilmimr 

Lt Col Richardson, Ptes Stan Murray and Billy Gilmour di 

To help commemorate the event on 
Osnabruck a wee poem was written by 
the late Sgt Davy Darling, Provost Sgt 

IRS and was published In the May 
1970 issue of The Thistle: 

The bugles blow the pipes they play 
The badges glisten in their tray 
When proudly we again display 

Our Colours in their bright display 

The badge is worn and there's a glow 
From every cap begins to show 

A touch of silver and of gold 
With backings green and red so bold 

Youngest soldier, oldest man 
March together,"Gently Stan" 

The Colonel's first to change his badge 
Then Quartermaster "He's in charge" 

The Colonel speaks of days gone by 
When we did hold our heads up high! 

This is Our day, is what he said 
So don't look back but go ahead! 

The parade is past but not the thought 
For with their lives our fathers fought! 
And through it all the theme enlarges 

This was the day we changed our badges. 

D Darling, Sergeant IRS, May 1970 
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Armed Forces Veterans'Breakfast Clubs 

T h e A F V B C s have been g o i n g f o r s o m e t i m e n o w w i t h t h e 
a i m o f b r i n g i n g V e t e r a n s t o g e t h e r f o r a c h a t a n d a b i t e t o e a t . 
C o m r a d e s h i p is t h e a i m o f t he C l u b s g i v i ng v e t e r a n s w h o have f o r 
m a n y r e a s o n s b e c o m e i s o l a t e d a n d a l o n e . T h e r e a r e no fees o r subs 
o t h e r t h a n p a y i n g a s m a l l fee f o r y o u r f o o d , t h e C l u b s a r e no t 
a l i g n e d to , n o r s u p p o r t , a n y c h a r i t i e s b u t a r e j u s t p l a c e s t h a t 
f a c i l i t a t e v e t e r a n s m e e t i n g in a sa fe e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e t hey c a n 
r e l a x a n d s o c i a l i s e . T h e r e a r e C l u b s in E a s t L o t h i a n , W e s t L o t h i a n , 
E d i n b u r g h , F i f e , B o r d e r s a n d m a n y o t h e r l o c a t i o n s : To find a C l u b 
n e a r you go to t h e E F V B C w e b s i t e https://www.afvbc.net/ 

The Royal Scots Golf Club 

T h e R o y a l S c o t s G o l f C l u b ( R S G C ) is a S o c i e t y G o l f C l u b a n d w a s 
i n s t i t u t e d on M a r c h the 1 7 t h 1 9 2 2 . A t p r e s en t in t h e go l f c l u b w e 
have a b r o a d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e m e m b e r s h i p , w i t h we l l ove r h a l f b e i ng 
ex R o y a l S c o t s , s o m e R o y a l S c o t s C l u b m e m b e r s a n d m e m b e r s w h o 
a r e f r i e n d s o f m e m b e r s . T h e c l u b ho l d s v a r i o u s t e a m m a t c h e s , 
i n d i v i d u a l c o m p e t i t i o n s a n d v e r y e n j o y ab l e a w a y d a y s v i s i t i n g o t h e r 
c l u b s f o r m a t c h e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e g o l f i n g year, e nd i n g in an a n n u a l 
A G M a n d d i n n e r a t t he R o y a l S c o t s C l u b . T h i s y e a r on F r i d a y the 
1 9 t h Ju l y , w e he l d t h e first m a t c h of t h e y e a r a g a i n s t t h e " a u l d 
e n e m y " - t h e C o r s t o r p h i n e 8 : 3 0 G o l f C l u b . W e c o m p e t e a g a i n s t t he 
8 . 3 0 c l u b h o m e a n d a w a y . T h e m a t c h w a s p l a y e d a t M u s s e l b u r g h 
a n d R S G C w o n c o m f o r t a b l y five to o n e ! 

T h e s u c c e s s f u l t e a m w a s : I an T h o m , D a v i d M o r r i s , W a l t e r 
H u t c h i s o n , L a r r y G i l b e r t , B r i a n M c G e a c h i e , P a u l M c A l l i s t e r , D a v i d 
M i l n e , A n d y S t e w a r t , B o b b y G i l l , J o h n L o t h i a n a n d N o r m a n G rego r , 
a b l y C a p t a i n e d by J o h n C o n n a c h a n . 

If you a r e c o n s i d e r i n g j o i n i n g w h a t is a g a i n a s p o r t i n g c l u b w i t h a 
g r e a t f u t u r e , a s we l l as a v e r y l ong a n d s u c c e s s f u l h i s t o r y , ge t in 
t o u c h v i a the R e g i m e n t a l o f f i c e . 

Sport & Adventure Events 
R O T H I E M U R C H u s W E E K E N D 

A f t e r a ve r y s u c c e s s f u l w e e k e n d in 2 0 1 8 the A s s o c i a t i o n r e p e a t e d 
t h e ' a d v e n t u r e ' w e e k e n d a t R o t h i e m u r c h u s L o d g e w i t h 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 0 M e m b e r s t a k i n g p a r t . A s e ve r t hey w e r e we l l 
l o o k e d a f t e r by t h a t wee l ken t f o r m e r R o y a l , G e o r g e Ga f f . M a n y 
e ven t s w e r e on offer, w h i c h s o m e m e m b e r s t o o k a d v a n t a g e of, bu t 
t he m a i n even t w a s t h e c o m r a d e s h i p a n d g e t - t o g e t h e r t h a t t h i s 
w e e k e n d g ives . E v e r y o n e t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y ed t h e m s e l v e s a n d a g a i n 
d e c l a r e d the w e e k e n d a g r e a t s u c ce s s - w h a t h a p p e n s on the 
w e e k e n d s t a y s on the w e e k e n d ! 

The Association at Play 

My Club's 

bigger 

than yours! 

l e m t a e r s p r e p a r e t o d o b a t t l e 

,5 



DEATHS 

T h e E d i t o r re l i e s on f r i e n d s a n d r e l a t i v e s to p r o v i d e t i m e l y a n d 

o f m e m b e r s of t h e R e g i m e n t . 

Capt P T H (Paddy) Crawford - 9th January 2019 - IRS 

Mr GM (Gordon) Styles - 18th January 2019 - 8RS 

Mr David Pugh - 21st January 2019 - S g t l R S 

Sir Robert Sanders - 8th May 2019 - IRS 

Mr Gerry McMurtrie - 11th May 2019 - Cpl IRS 

Mr Robert Simpson - 16th May 2019 - Sgt IRS 

Capt Stewart Snedden - 18th May 2019 - IRS/AAC 

Mr Ian Lusty - 30th May 2019 - CSgt IRS 

•ul c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o r e c o r d t h e l i fe a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s 

Mr James Nuggent - 2nd June 2019 - IRS 

Lt Col G (Gary) Tait - 17th June 2019 - IRS/SCOTS 

Col FRJ (Finlay) Maclean - 26th June 2019 - IRS 

Mr Stewart Thomson 26th July 2019 - Cpl IRS 

Mr Michael O'Hara 26 July 2019 - W02 IRS 

Mr Albert Connon 28th July 2019 - 7/9th RS 

Mr David Hutton 11th August 2019 - Sgt IRS 

IN MEMORIUM 

Lieutenant Colonel GaryTait MBE 
L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l G a r y T a i t M B E , T h e R o y a l R e g i m e n t o f 
S c o t l a n d . B o r n 2 5 O c t o b e r 1 9 6 6 in E d i n b u r g h . D i e d 1 7 J u n e 
2 0 1 9 , T h e R o y a l B e r k s h i r e H o s p i t a l , R e a d i n g , a g e d 5 2 . 
L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l G a r y T a i t M B E s e r v e d w i t h b o t h the R o y a l S c o t s 
a n d t h en , s ub sequen t l y . The R o y a l R e g i m e n t of S c o t l a n d . He w a s t h e 
o u t s t a n d i n g s o l d i e r of h is g e n e r a t i o n a n d h is c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the 
A r m y a n d b e yond leaves a m a s s i v e l y p o w e r f u l l egacy . 
G a r y g r e w up in t h e P o r t o b e l l o a r e a o f E d i n b u r g h . The s e c o n d o f 4 
c h i l d r e n , he a t t e n d e d P o r t o b e l l o H i g h S c h o o l . On l e a v i ng s c h o o l in 
1 9 8 3 , G a r y i m m e d i a t e l y j o i n e d the A r m y a n d w a s p o s t e d t o h is l o c a l 
R e g i m e n t , The R o y a l S c o t s ( The R o y a l R e g i m e n t ) , w h o w e r e t h en 
s t a t i o n e d in K i r k n e w t o n . 

G a r y w a s i m m e d i a t e l y i d en t i f i e d as s o m e o n e w i t h u n u s u a l t a l e n t a n d 
p o t e n t i a l . H e w a s p r o m o t e d so r a p i d l y t h r o u g h the r a n k s t h a t t he 
pa ce of h is s u c c e s s o v e r t o o k h is o w n a m b i t i o n . He w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d 
to be an o f f i c e r b e f o r e he 'd even h a d t h e c h a n c e t o be t h e R e g i m e n t a l 
S e r g e a n t M a j o r . T h a t w a s u n h e a r d o f in t h o s e days , bu t i t w a s s i m p l y 
a r e f l e c t i o n of j u s t h o w t a l e n t e d G a r y w a s . 

He led s o l d i e r s on d a n g e r o u s o p e r a t i o n s a l l ove r t he w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g 
the F i r s t G u l f War , a n d the r e c en t o p e r a t i o n s in I r a q a n d A f g h a n i ­
s t a n . He w a s a l s o a d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n s t r u c t o r , a t v a r i o u s t i m e s 
t r a i n i n g b o t h r e c r u i t s o l d i e r s in P e n i c u i k a n d y o u n g o f f i c e r s a t t h e 
R o y a l M i l i t a r y A c a d e m y , S a n d h u r s t . He t h u s le f t h i s m a r k a c r o s s a l l 
p a r t s of t h e B r i t i s h A r m y . 

He w a s a w a r d e d the M B E in 2 0 0 3 a n d H M T h e Queen ' s C o m m e n d a ­

t i o n f o r V a l u a b l e S e r v i c e in 2 0 1 4 . 

G a r y w a s p a s s i o n a t e a b o u t m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y a n d , as C h a i r m a n o f t h e 

M c C r a e ' s B a t t a l i o n T rus t , he w a s a d r i v i n g f o r c e b eh i n d r e s p e c t i n g 

the m e m o r y of 1 6 t h B a t t a l i o n of R o y a l S c o t s . T h a t w a s ' M c C r a e ' s 

B a t t a l i o n ' , w h i c h w a s f a m o u s l y m a d e up o f a g r e a t m a n y p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l a n d a m a t e u r s p o r t s m e n a n d w h i c h f o u g h t w i t h s u ch g r e a t 

d i s t i n c t i o n a n d s a c r i f i c e a t t l i e b a t t l e o f t h e S o m m e . 

G a r y b e c a m e i l l in 2 0 1 6 a n d r e m a i n e d r e m a r k a b l y s t r o n g a n d 

d i gn i f i e d t h r o u g h o u t h is i l l n e s s . G a r y m a r r i e d M o i r a in 1 9 8 8 . T h e y 

r a i s e d f o u r w o n d e r f u l c h i l d r e n toge the r , A m y , M u r r a y , E r a s e r a n d 

K a t i e a n d d i v o r c e d a m i c a b l y in 2 0 1 8 . He is s u r v i v e d by h i s w i f e 

Va l e r i e , h i s c h i l d r e n a n d h i s m o t h e r J o a n , a n d s i b l i n g s Ha r v e y , S h a r o n 

a n d C a m e r o n . 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Colonel Finlay RJ Maclean, 
Military Knight of Windsor 
F i n l a y R o b i n J o h n s t o n IVIaclean pa s s ed a w a y a g e d 7 1 on 2 6 J u n e 
2 0 1 9 a f t e r ve r y s u c c e s s f u l , a n d happy, c a r e e r s in t h e A r m y , t h e C i v i l 
S e r v i c e a n d l a t t e r l y as a M i l i t a r y K n i g h t o f W i n d s o r . E d u c a t e d a t T h e 
E d i n b u r g h A c a d e m y he w a s a n e x c e l l e n t a l l - r o u n d s p o r t s m a n a n d w a s 
a n a t i o n a l l y r a n k e d j u n i o r t enn i s p layer . D u r i n g h is t i m e a t R M A S he 
w o n the A r m y unde r 2 1 t enn i s c h a m p i o n s h i p s on b o t h yea r s , p l a y ed 
f o r t he A r m y a n d w a s a w a r d e d h i s A r m y ' B l u e ' . 
C o m m i s s i o n e d in to T h e R o y a l S c o t s ( The R o y a l R e g i m e n t ) in 1 9 6 8 , 
he s e r v ed w i t h 1 s t B n in O s n a b r u c k , b u t w a s s oon i n vo l v ed in seve ra l 
o p e r a t i o n a l t o u r s in N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d w h e r e he h a d t h e d u b i o u s 
d i s t i n c t i o n of b e i n g t he f i r s t o f f i c e r in t h a t c a m p a i g n t o d i s pe r s e a 
r i o t i n g c r o w d by t h e use o f t e a r ga s . 

In 1 9 7 4 he m a r r i e d C a r o l i n e M c D o w a l l a n d they w e r e po s t ed t o 
C y p r u s . T h e i r s un sh i ne h o n e y m o o n q u i c k l y e n d e d w i t h t he T u r k i s h 
i n vas i on o f t he i s l a n d . They w e r e in t he w r o n g p l a c e a t t he w r o n g t i m e 
d u r i n g t he a s s a u l t p h a s e of t he i n va s i on a n d a f t e r s i g n i f i c a n t 
a v o i d a n c e a c t i o n , w e r e f o r m a l l y e s c o r t e d o u t of t he w a r z one t o t h e 
n e a r e s t S B A by the i n vad i ng t r o o p s . A s R e g i m e n t a l S i g n a l s O f f i c e r he 
w a s t he c u s t o d i a n of v a r i o u s c o d e s a n d p l a n s ; t h i s p e r i o d o f e n f o r c e d 
a b s e n c e w a s t h e r e f o r e no t bes t a p p r e c i a t e d by h is C o m m a n d i n g 
O f f i c e r ! 

P r o m o t i o n t o M a j o r in 1 9 8 0 b r o u g h t a 2 y e a r a t t a c h m e n t t o The 
G o r d o n H i g h l a n d e r s w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 7 m o n t h t o u r in Be l i z e , b o t h in 
the j ung l e a n d on the r i ve r b o r d e r s w i t h a ho s t i l e G u a t e m a l a , p r i o r t o 
Be l i z e g a i n i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e r e a f t e r t h e G o r d o n s r e t u r n e d to 
S c o t l a n d a n d t o a pe r i o d of P u b l i c D u t i e s . S t a f f p o s t i n g s t h en c a l l e d , 
a n d he w a s p o s t e d t o H Q S C O T L A N D a s S 0 2 G l r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
c e r e m o n i a l a n d d i s c i p l i n a r y m a t t e r s p r i o r t o r e t u r n i n g t o T h e R o y a l 
S c o t s in G e r m a n y as s e c o n d in c o m m a n d . 

A t a g e d 3 9 F i n l a y w a s s e l e c t e d f o r p r o m o t i o n t o L i e u t e n a n t C o l o n e l 
a n d c o m m a n d e d T h e S c o t t i s h D i v i s i o n D e p o t a t G l e n c o r s e f r o m 1 9 8 7 
t o 1 9 8 9 , a t i m e F i n l a y p a r t i c u l a r l y e n j o y e d . A p o s t i n g Z i m b a b w e as 
a m e m b e r of t he D i r e c t i n g S t a f f a t t h e S t a f f C o l l e g e f o l l o w e d w i t h 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t r a i n i n g o f f i c e r s of t h e Z i m b a b w e a n A r m e d F o r c e s 
a n d P o l i c e . H e m e t P r e s i d e n t M u g a b e w h o he c o n s i d e r e d , a t t he t i m e , 
t o be " m a d a n d ev i l 

Colonel Finlay RJ Maclean, Knight of Windsor 

On r e t u r n t o the U K s t a f f a p p o i n t m e n t s s a w F i n l a y c o v e r i n g t a s k s 
s u c h as C o l o n e l o f The S c o t t i s h D i v i s i o n t h en v i ce P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
R e g u l a r C o m m i s s i o n s B o a r d , p r o m o t i o n t o C o l o n e l a n d a 
c o m m e n d a t i o n f r o m t h e U S C o m m a n d i n g G e n e r a l f o r s e r v i c e s 
in B o s n i a H e r z e g o v i n a w i t h t he N A T O S t a b i l i z a t i o n F o r c e . 
L e a v i n g t h e a r m y in 2 0 0 2 , 3 6 y e a r s a f t e r j o i n i ng R M A S , F i n l a y 
b e c a m e a C i v i l S e r v a n t on the p e r s o n a l s t a f f o f t h e Ch i e f o f t h e 
G e n e r a l S t a f f p r o v i d i n g a d v i c e a n d s u p p o r t t o the h e a d of t h e A r m y 
[ 5 in t o t a l - G e n e r a l s Wa l k e r , J a c k s o n , D a n n a t t , R i c h a r d s a n d W a l l ] 
r e g a r d i n g s en i o r a p p o i n t m e n t s , p r o m o t i o n s a n d H o n o u r s a n d A w a r d s 
t h r o u g h o u t a pe r i o d of c o n s t a n t c h a n g e a n d p a i n f u l r e d u c t i o n s in 
D e f e n c e . T h i s he c o n t i n u e d t o do un t i l finally r e t i r i n g in 2 0 1 2 . 
F i n l a y w a s t h en i n s t a l l e d a s a M i l i t a r y K n i g h t of W i n d s o r b a s e d in 
W i n d s o r Ca s t l e , c o n t i n u i n g t o se r ve The M o n a r c h on c e r e m o n i a l 
o c c a s i o n s , in a d d i t i o n t o a t t e n d i n g S u n d a y S e r v i c e s in S a i n t G e o r g e ' s 
C h a p e l . 

F i n l a y M a c l e a n w a s i n v a r i a b l y s m a r t l y d r e s s ed , a m a n of h i gh 
p r i n c i p l e , i n teg r i t y , p e r s o n a l c h a r m a n d o l d - f a s h i o n e d c ou r t e s y . He 
h a d a g r e a t sense of h u m o u r a n d he b r o u g h t i n f e c t i o u s e n t h u s i a s m t o 
e v e r y t h i n g he u n d e r t o o k r e m a i n i n g i n v a r i a b l y a l e r t t o the p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
of t he new. A b o v e a l l ; he w a s a ve r y a p p r o a c h a b l e m a n w h o h a d an 
u n f l i n c h i n g d e d i c a t i o n t o P u b l i c S e r v i c e , t he A r m y a n d h is C h r i s t i a n 
f a i t h . 

F i n l a y is s u r v i v e d by h is w i f e ( C a r o l i n e ) , 2 d a u g h t e r s ( A n t o n i a a n d 
K a t y ) , t w o g r a n d s o n s ( H e c t o r a n d J o n t y ) a n d one g r a n d d a u g h t e r 
(O t t i l i e ) , t o w h o m he w a s c o m p l e t e l y d e v o t e d . 

A f u l l o b i t u a r y c a n be f o u n d on the R o y a l S c o t s w e b s i t e : 
www.theroyalscots.co.uk 

IN MEMORIUM IN MEMORIUM 

Mr Gordon Maurice Styles 
G o r d o n S t y l e s p a s s ed a w a y on 1 8 t h J a n u a r y 2 0 1 9 a g e d 9 2 . H i s 
f u n e r a l w a s he ld on 1 3 t h F e b r u a r y 2 0 1 9 a n d a s pe r h i s r e que s t w a s 
a c c o m p a n i e d by a P ipe r . 

G o r d o n w a s b o r n on 2 9 t h J u n e 1 9 2 6 th i s be i ng c a l l e d up in 1 9 4 4 . 
A f t e r t r a i n i n g He w a s p o s t e d t o the 8 t h B a t t a l i o n T h e R o y a l S c o t s in 
F e b r u a r y 1 9 4 5 . J u s t t w o m o n t h s later, on 1 6 t h A p r i l he w a s 
w o u n d e d in a c t i o n a t U l z e n in G e r m a n y , r e c e i v i n g a g u n s h o t w o u n d 
t o t he c h e s t w h i c h le f t h i m p a r a l y s e d f o r l i fe . T h i s d i d no t s t op 
G o r d o n l i v ing a f u l l l i fe a n d he b e c a m e a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c m e m b e r o f 
the R S A s s o c i a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y t he 8 t h B a t t a l i o n S e c t i o n w i t h w h o m 
he v i s i t e d a m o n g s t o t h e r p l a c e s , F o r t G e o r g e , B e l g i u m , H o l l a n d a n d 
G e r m a n y on m a n y o c c a s i o n s . G o r d o n a l s o a t t e n d a R o y a l G a r d e n 
P a r t y a f t e r be i ng n o m i n a t e d by the A s s o c i a t i o n - he has me t H R H 
P r i n c e s s A n n e on seve ra l o c c a s i o n s . 

G o r d o n w a s ve r y p r o u d o f h i s R e g i m e n t a n d h a d a s k e d t h a t t he P i p e r 

a t h i s f u n e r a l p l a y The F l o w e r s o f t h e F o r e s t a n d A m a z i n g G r a c e a n d 

t h a t a G l e n g a r r y be p l a c e d on h is c o f f l n . On l e av i ng t h e P i p e r w a s t o 

p l a y B l a c k Bear , t he t r a d i t i o n a l r e t u r n t o b a r r a c k s p i pe t u ne . 

Robert Styles, son. 

Mr Albert Connon 
A l b e r t C o n n o n pa s s ed a w a y on the 2 8 t h J u l y h a v i n g c e l e b r a t e d h i s 
1 0 1 s t b i r t h d a y in J u n e . A l b e r t e n l i s t e d in 7 /9 R o y a l S c o t s in 1 9 3 7 
as a n i ne t een y e a r o l d . He w e n t on t o q u a l i f y as a m a c h i n e g u n n e r 
a n d w e n t t o F r a n c e in 1 9 4 0 w i t h t he B E F A l b e r t s e r v ed w i t h 7 /9 
R S t h r o u g h o u t t he s e c o n d w o r l d w a r in H o l l a n d a n d G e r m a n y . . 
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Royal Scots Benevolence From The Editor: 

B e n e v o l e n c e is n o w a m a j o r p a r t o f t he w o r k c a r r i e d o u t by t h e 
R e g i m e n t a l O f f i c e unde r C a p t J i m m y S p r i n g t h o r p e . H a v i n g d e c i d e d t o 
r e t a i n o u r B e n e v o l e n t F u n d s w h e n the R e g i m e n t w a s t a k e n o f f t he 
O R B A T , w e have been w o r k i n g a l o n g s i d e S S A F A a n d T h e S o l d i e r s ' 
C h a r i t y ( T h e A r m y B e n e v o l e n t F u n d ) , a s we l l as o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
t o c a r r y on t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t w o r k . N o w t h a t w e a r e no l onge r in 
r e c e i p t o f t h e " O n e D a y ' s P a y " e a c h y e a r w e have t o re ly on t h e 
a c c u m u l a t e d F u n d s a n d d o n a t i o n s f r o m m e m b e r s o f t h e R e g i m e n t a l 
F a m i l y a l o n g s i d e t ho se f o r m e r R o y a l s a n d F r i e n d s w h o go the e x t r a 
m i l e t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h i s w o r k . Ove r t he p a s t twe l v e m o n t h s R o y a l 
S c o t s B e n e v o l e n c e has s u p p o r t e d 7 5 r e que s t s f o r a s s i s t a n c e f r o m 
f o r m e r R o y a l S c o t s a n d / o r t h e i r d e p e n d a n t s . In c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h o t h e r 
S e r v i c e C h a r i t i e s w e have p r o v i d e d £ 6 5 K t o t ho se c a s e s . 
M o s t r eque s t s r e c e i v ed a r e f o r m o b i l i t y a i d s , h o u s e h o l d good s , r e sp i t e 
c a r e , e s s e n t i a l c l o t h i n g a n d p r i o r i t y d eb t . 

A n y o n e r e q u i r i n g a s s i s t a n c e s h o u l d in t he f i r s t i n s t a n c e c o n t a c t t h e i r 

l o c a l b r a n c h of S S A F A w h o w i l l i n i t i a t e t he p r o c e s s . 

F i n a l l y t h a n k you t o a l l w h o have m a d e d o n a t i o n s t o the f u n d t h r o u g h 

s p o n s o r s h i p , o r by a c o l l e c t i o n t a k e n a t t h e f u n e r a l o f a l oved one, o r 

by p e r s o n a l c h e q u e . C o n t r i b u t i o n s , h o w e v e r m o d e s t , a r e g r e a t l y 

a p p r e c i a t e d a n d p u t t o g o o d use a s s i s t i n g f o r m e r R o y a l S c o t s in need . 

On ce a g a i n , t he E d i t o r i a l t e a m a r e g r a t e f u l f o r t he a r t i c l e s a n d 
p h o t o g r a p h s sen t t o us a n d w e t r y t o use m o s t o f t he se in T h e T h i s t l e . 
S p a c e c o n s t r a i n t s m e a n t h a t t h e a r t i c l e s m a y have t o be e d i t e d , w h i c h 
is a t t h e E d i t o r ' s d i s c r e t i o n . P l e a s e r e f e r t o the R e g i m e n t a l w e b s i t e 
f o r c o n f i r m a t i o n o f e ven t s v enues a n d t i m i n g s . W e w e l c o m e an y 
c o m m e n t s , i deas , c o n s t r u c t i v e c r i t i c i s m ; so if you have any, o r a l l , o f 
t h e s e t h e n e i t h e r g ive t h e T e a m a p h o n e c a l l o r d r o p us an e m a i l . 
A l l a r t i c l e s f o r T h e T h i s t l e s h o u l d be sen t t o 
thistle.editor@theroyalscots.co.uk. D e a d l i n e f o r t h e W i n t e r e d i t i o n 
is 1 J a n u a r y 2 0 2 0 . 

Andy Kay, Editor 

FORECAST OF EVENTS 

Day Mth/Yr Event Time 

Aug-19 

Thu Ol-Aug Minden Day 1 SCOTS 

Sep-19 

Fri 13-Sep Fi lm Launch - W W 2 Veterans 1900 The Royal Scots Club 

Sun 22-Sep Gladdy IVIurry Golf Trophy TBC TBC 

Sat 28-Sep RS Association Nagpore Dinner 1900 The Royal Scots Club 

Sun 29 Sep IVIusselburgh Races - 1300 Musselburgh Race Course 

Armed Forces & Families Day 

Oct-19 

Thu 25-Oct RS Officers'Golf 0900 TBC 

Sat 25-Oct RS Officers' Dinner 1900 The Royal Scots Club 

Mon 28th-0ct 
• 

Opening of Edinburgh Garden 1045 East Princes Street Gardens 

of Remembrance 

Mon 28th-0ct Wreath Laying at the Royal Scots IVIonument 1900 West Princes Street Gardens 

PAGE 18 www.theroyalscots.co.uk 



FORECAST OF EVENTS contd. 

Mth/Yr 

Nov-19 

Thu 7-Nov Opening of the Field of Remembrance, 1100 Westminster, London 

Westminster 

Sat 9-Nov Glencorse Gates Ceremony 1045 Glencorse Memoria l Garden, 

Penicuik 

Sun* 10-Nov Gather for London Cenotaph Ceremony 0915 As arranged by Southern Branch 

Edinburgh City Chambers 1100 

Haymarket H M F C Memoria l 1100 

Canongate Kirk 1100 

Wreath Laying in RS Memorial Club 1230 The Royal Scots Club 

followed by Lunch (book for lunch through Club) 

Remembrance Ceremony 6 SCOTS 1530 Hepburn House, 

Hepburn House East Claremont Street 

Local Events 1100 Under local arrangements 

*Note details of all major events wil l be 

published on the RS website closer to the day 

Dec-19 

Tue 17-Dec Volunteers'Christmas Lunch 1230 The Royal Scots Club 

Fri 20-Dec Regimental Offices closes for Festive Period 1300 

Jan-20 

Mon 6-Jan Regimental Office re-opens 1000 

Mar-20 

Fri 20 -Mar Regimental Association A G M 1900 The Royal Scots Club 

Sat 28 -Mar Regimental Day The Royal Scots 

(The Royal Regiment). 

Formation Day 

The Royal 

Regiment of Scotland. 

Sat 28 -Mar Association Regimental Day Dinner 1900 The Royal Scots Club 

May-20 

Sat 23-May Gretna Commemoration 1100 Rosebank Cemetery, Leith 

Sat 23-May Le Paradis Commemorations TBC France 

Jun-20 

TBC McCrae's Bn Pilgrimage 

Sat 27-Jun Armed Forces Day TBC Edinburgh 
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ASSOCIATION BRANCH DETAILS 

EDINBURGH 

Last Friday of each month at 8.00 pm 
at Leith Ex-Servicemens' Club, 7 Smith Place, Edinburgh 
Contact: Mags Allen 
Weeweegiel@virginmedia.com 

C E N T R A L SCOTLAND 

First Sunday of each month at 2.00pm 
at Hillcroft Hotel, Whitburn, West Lothian 
Contact: David Milne 
David.milne3343@live.co.uk 

EAST OF SCOTLAND 

Last Saturday of each month at 7:30 pm 
at RBL Prestonpans 
Contact: Peter Blackie 
peterblackie@yahoo.co.uk 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

First Tuesday of each month 
at RBLArds 
Contact: Davy McKendrick, Secretary 
Davidsmckl@sky.com 

HIGHLAND 

First Sunday of each month at 6 pm 
at Raigmore Recreation Rooms, Inverness 
Contact: Tam McFadyen 
tamrosie@btinternet.com 

S O U T H E R N 

No Branch meetings but events arranged during the year. 
Contact: Tam Millar 
Weetam0571@sky.co.uk 

PIPE BAND 

Contact T Corkerton for information re Band practice days. 
Contact: Torquil Corkerton 
torquil@ednet.co.uk 

For further information contact the: 

R E G I M E N T A L OFFICE 

The Royal Scots Club, 29-31 Abercrombie Place, 
Edinburgh EH3 6QE 
Tel: 0131 557 0405 
Email: admin@theroyalscots.co.uk 
Thistle.editor@theroyalscots.co.uk 
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