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FOREWORD

This booklethasbeenproducedandfunded,by The Royal ScotsRegimentaMuseumandHeritage

Committeeto markthe centenaryof theendof the 1stWorld Warandthe 80thanniversarof the start
of the 2nd.

Its aimis to providea readablaecordfor all currentmemberof the RegimentaAssociationof the
key eventsin our history during the 20thand21stCenturiesto remembethosewho servedin The
Royal Scots(The RoyalRegiment)duringthattime, in particulr thosewho diedduringthatservice,
and to record the service of more recent generations.
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Once aRoyal, always a Royal
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HISTORY

The Royal Scots,the oldestinfantry Regimentof the Line in the British Army, wasformedin 1633
whenSir JohnHepburn,undera RoyalWarrantgrantedby King Charlesl, raiseda body of menin
Scotlandfor servicein France.By 1635Sir Johncommanded force of over8,000,including many
who had previouslyfought as mercenariesrom 1603 in the "Green Brigade" for King Gustavus
Adolphusof Sweden.It was by virtue of the 1633 Royal Warrantthat the entire Regimentwas
consideredasBritish; aregularforcein a standingArmy which could be recalledto Britain at will.

In 1661, the Regiment was, in fact, summoned to Britain tigbrihe gap between the disbandment
of the New Model Army andthe creationof a RegularArmy, organisedalongthe samelinesasthe
British units in foreign servic&he Regiment was thus thaginal model for all others.

In 1680the Regimentwassentto Tangierandwon its first Batie Honou. Oniits returnto England
in 1684thetitle "The Royal Regimentof Foot" was conferredby Charlesll. During Monmouths
rebellionin 1685,five companiegormedpart of the force conentratedagainstthe rebelswho they
metat Sedgemon Thefollowing yea, the Regimentwasdividedinto two battalionsandwasnot to
have less until 1949.

Both Battalionsof The Royal Scotssaw serviceunderMalboroughduring the War of the Spanish
Successiontaking part in all four of his major victories, Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenardeand
Malplaquet.This wasfollowed with garrisonduty in Irelandwhere they remaineduntil 1742.From
thisdatethetwo battalionsvereusuallyto beseparate@ndpostedfar apart.The 1stBattalionmoved
in 1743to Germanyto takepartin the War of AustrianSuccesson, includingthe Battle of Fonteng.
In 174546 the 2nd Battaliontook partin the fight againstthe YoungPretendewhich culminatedin
the Battle of Culloden,nearInvernessthe last battle fought on British soil. In 1751the army was
numberedandthereaftethe Regimentvasofficially designatedhe Firstor RoyalRegimentf Foot.

For the remainderof the Centurythe strugglebetweenthe two greatpowersmovedon to the world
stage.Both Battalionswereinvolved in overseaxsampaignsin particula, for the 2nd Battalionin
North America. Initially they were defendingBritish colonists,in what was soonto becomethe
United Statesagains the Frend and their native American allies, particularly the Cherokeeson the
westen frontier and then at the captue of Montred in 1760 which led to Cana@ becomirg a British
possessionn 1761the2ndBattalionmovedto the Westindiestakingpartin captureof Havanarom
the Spanishin 1762. Thenaftera periodof Home Serviceandin the Mediterraneanit wastheturn
of the 1stBattalionfor servicein the WestIindies.Diseaseaatherthanthe enemyaccountedor most
deathspetweenl793and1796the British lost 40,000menin the WestIndiesof which The Royals
lost 5 officersand400men,well overhalf the battalionstrengh.



During the NapoleonicWars the Regimentwas increasedo a strength of four battalions.The 1st
Battalion spentthe entire period of the war in the Americas,in particularin whatis today Guyana
andthenin the NiagaraCampaigmof the War of 1812againstthe United States.Meanwhilethe 2nd
Battaliontook partin the captureof Egypt(1801),thenmovedto the WestIndies(180305), before
travelling to India, the first time thatany part of the Regiment had servedthere.Theywereto stay
until 1831.In contrasthe 3rd and4th Battalionsremainedn Europe with the 4th Battaliononhome
serviceuntil 1812supplyingdraftsfor the otherthreebattalons.The 3rd Battalionfirst saw actionat
Corunnain 1809andthentook partin the PeninsulaVar, including twice stormingthe walled city

of SanSebastiann 1813in whatwasprobablythe hardestfoughtactionin the Regimens history.

Therefollowed the Battlesof QuatreBrasandWaterloowhich cost the battalion363 casualtieout
of astrengthof 624.Two yearslaterit wasdisbandedthe4th Battalionhavingsuffereda similar fate
the previous yaa

Thenextninetyyeargproducedconsiderabl@aumbernf movedor boththelstandthe2ndBattalions
with action in Indiaand Burmain 181731 where the 2nd Battaion was stationed The Crimean War
wasthe nextmajorcampaigrfor the Regimentjt wasthelasttime the 1stand2nd Battalionsfought
alongsideeachother- the 1stBattalionarrivingin time for the Battle of Alma. The Regimensfirst
VVC waswon by PrivateProsseduringthe Siegeof Sevastopofor two actsof heroism.In 1860the
2ndBattaliontook partin thesecondOpiumWarin China.ln 1900 the 1stand3rd Battalionsgjoined

British forcesin SouthAfrica for servicein the Boer War. Most of the time was spenton mobile
columnwork, patrolling andraiding expeditions For the full story of The Royal Scotsin the Boer
War readPontiusPilatés Bodyguardvolume One Chapter6

World War | sawthe numberof battalionsincreasedo 35 of which 15 servedasactive front line

units.More than100,000menpassedhroughthesebattalionsof whom11,213werekilled andover
40,000wounded.Seventyone Battle Honoursand 6 VCs were awaided to the Regimentas well

asinnumerablandividual medals.The 7th Battalion suffereda disasteron 22 May 1915whenen
routeto embarkat Liverpool for Gallipoli. Early that morningone of the two troop trainscarrying
the Battalion was involved in a crash just north of Gretrain which 216 were killed and a further 220
injured - still by far the worst everrailway accidentin Britain. The active servicebattalionswere
involvedin all areadrom theWesternFrontto the Dardanells, MacedoniaEgyptandNorth Russia.



Whereaghe War in Europeformally endedon 11th Novemberl918,the 1st Battalionservedon in
Geadgia untilApril 1919 and 2/10th only returned home from #rehangel area in June where they
hadbeenpartof anAllied expeditionaryforce supportinghe White Russiansagainsthe Bolsheviks.

In 1918 HRH PrincessMary becameColoneltin-Chief, a position shewasto hold until her death
in March 1965. Demobilisationsoon reducedthe Regiment strength to peacetimenumbersbut
in the yearsthat followed therewaslittle restfrom overseaserviceasthe two regularbattalions
movedbetweenGeagia, Ireland (the Troubles),Burma,India, Aden, Egypt, China(Shanghai)the
North West Frontier and Hong Kong. In 1933 the Regimentcelebeted its Tercentenar. With the
2ndBattalionin India mostof thecommemorationgell to the 1st Battalionin Aldershot.Therewere
two major events.First a paradeattendedby HM King GeageV and Queen Mary at Aldershd on
19 April during which The King announcedhe singular honourof the Regimens piperswearing
his personatartan,the Royal Stuart,asopposedo the Hunting Stuart. Thesecondvasto providea
Historical Pageantinvolving over 400 membersof the Battalion, asthe centrepieceof The Royal
Tournamentat Olympiathatyea. The 1stBattalioncarriedout a one yearoperationaktour against
Arab nationalistgn Palestinghroughoutl938wheretheylost 15 killed and42 woundedForthefull
story of The Royal Scotsin the inter-War years1918- 39 readPontiusPilatés BodyguardVolume
Two Chapter 8.

At thestartof World War 2, the 1stBattalionembarkedor Franceaspartof theBEF. Theyfoughthard
andstubbornlythroughouthe retreatwhich, for mostof the BEF, wasto endat Dunkirk. Howeve,
for the1stBattalion,forming partof aperimeteidefencdor thebeachesndafteradesperatelefence
acrossthe BethuneMerville road, at Le Paradiswherethey sufferedappallinglosses manywere
takenprisonerand very few escapechome. The 2nd Battalion, basedin Hong Kong, saw action
whenthe Japanesattackedn Decemberl941.Heretoo, TheRoyal Scotsfoughtheroicallybutthe
resultwasinevitable and the whole Battalion had beenkilled, woundedor becomePOWs by the
time of thesurrendeof the Colonyon Christmaday 1941.The 1stBattalionwasreconstitutecfter
Dunkirk andtook partin the Arakancampaignn Burmain 1943and the Battle of Kohimain 1944.
A new 2nd Battalion (originally the 12th) wamed in May 1942 and served in Italy and Palestine
whilst the 7th/9thand8th foughtin Europeafter D-Day. During World War 2, the posthumougward
of the Geage Crossto CaptDouglasrFord, for his actionswhilstaPOWin HongKong,wasaunique
distinction within the Regimenfpproximatly 10,000 served as Royal Scots inwWae Fortunately
the numberskilled or died in WW?2 at a total of 1241 were a fraction of thosein WW1. Of these
243 werefrom 2RSwho died or werekilled (murdered)asPOWs of the Japaneser on the Lisbon

Maru afterthe lossof Hong Kong. Therewere,of course, 18 Battalionson activeservicein WW1

againstonly 4 in WW2 (or 6 if the reconstitutedlL and2 RS areincluded).Thankfully tacticswere
very differentandmedicalservicesavailableto the wounded,n particularthe speedof evacuation,
considerably more sophisticat&the Regiment was awarded 38t Honours foMWWW2.

In 1949thetwo regularbattalionsamalgamatedhefirst time since 1686thatthe Regimenthadbeen
without a SecondBattalion. After1945the Regimentservedin many partsof the world, including



Germay, Korea,Cyprus,Suez,Adenand Northernlreland,in the last caseon 13 tours, totalling
some7 1/2yearspetweerl970and2002.In 1983theRegimentelebratedts 350thAnniversaryand
Her Majestyannouncedhe appointmenbf Her daughte, HRH The PrincessRoyal, to be Colonet
in-Chief. In December1990the 1st Battalion deployedto Saudi Arabia asan Armoured Infantry
battalion to take part in the GiWar. Later it also servedperationally in Bosnia and Iraq.

On 28 March2006,while the 1stBattalionweredeployedon opeationsbasedat Basrain Iraqg, and
after373yearsof unbrokerserviceto thedaysinceKing ChatessignedhisWarrantto raiseHepburrs
Regimentour directforebearsthe Regimentmergedwith the five othersurviving Regularandtwo
Territorial Regiment®f Scottishinfantry to form The RoyalRegimentof ScotlandThe 1stBattalion
wasrenamedlhe Royal ScotsBattalion, The Royal Regimentof Scotland.On 1 August2006that
Battalionfurthermergedwith TheKing's Own ScottishBordererBattalionto form The Royal Scots
Borderers, 1sBattalionThe Royal Regiment of Scotland, ablbeted to 1 SCOTS.



THE ROYAL SCOTS (THE ROYAL REGIMENT) IN THE 1st WORLD WAR (WW1)

At theoutbreakof war The Royal Scots(RS) consistedf two Regularbattalionsthe 1st,at, or close
to full strengthof some1000all ranks,in India, andthe 2nd, needingreinforcementy some500
reservistsat Plymouth.The 3rd (Reserve)Regularbattalion,the old Militia, basedat Glencorse,
Penicuik,with a greatertraining commitmentthanthe new (1908) Territorial Force(TF), hadthe
role of reinforcingthe active service Regularbattalions.In addition therewere sevenTF battalions
4RS,whoseDrill Hall wasat Grindlay Street,oppositethe Usher Hall, in Edinbugh, 5RS (Forrest
Hill), 6RS (Gilmore Place), 7RS (Dalmeny Street, Leith), 8RS (Haddingtonand Peebles)9RS
(Highlanders)(EasClaremontStreet) and 10 RS (Linlithgow). During the courseof the war the
numberof Territorial battalionsroseto twenty-two, althoughthatnumbemwasnot sustainedor long,

andeight'NewArmy' battalionsandtwo Garrisonbattalionswereraised.In all atotal of thirty-five

RS battalionsservedin WW1, morethanin any other ScottishRegiment, of which eighteensaw
active service.A shortdescriptionof the serviceof eachof the 35 battalionscanbe foundin the
'WW1 Battalionsessayon the following pages.

9th (Highlander) Battaliomesting at Leith after mobilisatioAugust 1914

Thetotal regular strength of the Regiment oAugust 1914 wald have been around 2000 all ranks
andthat of the sevenTerritorial battalionsprobablyabout5,000, giving a total Regimentaktrength
of some 7,000.

By thetime of theArmisticeon 11 Novemberl918,over100,000menhadservedwith the Regiment.
Ofthesell,213(0Overl0%)hadbeerkilled, including,on22August1914 Lieutenants M Thompson,
the first British officer to bekilled in actionin the war whenon secondmentommandinga small
forceof localtroopsagainstGermanforcesin WestAfrica The numberkilled equateso roughly1in

10,0r 10%,of all Scotsmenof whateverarmor unit, killed onall theWW1 battlefields A staggering
percentagdrom a single regiment.In additionto thosekilled, over 40,000were wounded,making
a total Royal Scotscasualtylist of over 50%. For informationon how to researclthe service of a
particularindividual pleaseseethe 'Help on Researchsectionon the Regimentalwebsiteat www.

theroyalscots.co.uk


http://www/

ForthosewishinginformationonanyRoyal Scotwhodiedin WW1, you canacces3 heRoyal Scots
World War 1 Roll of Honourthroughthe Homepageof thewebsiteandclicking onthelink to: WW1
Roll of Honou.

Lt GM Thompson

Note: Thereis aninterestingcomparisorbetweerthe strengthof the Regimenin 1914andthatatthe
time of the mergerinto The Royal Regimentof Scotlandin March2006.By thenThe Royal Scots
hadshrunkto oneRegularbattalionandasingleterritorial companytotalling around700all ranksor
10% of theAugust 1914 strength in both units and manpowe

The Regimentservedin every campaignexceptltaly, Mesopotamiaand Eastand WestAfrica and
wasawarded’9 Battle Honours.Thelist of theseHonours,andthe Battalionswho wonthem,canbe
foundin the 'Battle Honoursessg.

Six VCswerewon. Thestoriesbehindthesecanbefoundin the'GallantryAwardsessayalongwith
the detailed numbers of other gallantry awards won.

In late Novemberl914 Sir Geage McCraerecruited1,350menin just 13 days,including a large
numberof Heartof Midlothian Football Club andotherprofessonal footballersfrom major Scottish
clubs,to form 16 RS.The storyis givenat 'The Raisingof the 16th Battalion'essg.

216 membersf the 7th (Leith) Battalion,enrouteto Liverpool to embarkfor Gallipoli, werekilled
early in the morning of 22 May 1915, in Britain's worst railway disaste, whena Glasgowbound
expressploughedinto the wreckageof a troop train, which had just crashedinto a local train at
Quintinshill, northof Gretna. More detailcanbefoundin "The Quintinshill Train Crashessg.

In spite of theArmistice coming into effect ol November 19&, one battalion2/10 RS, remained
onoperationsagainsthe Bolshevik(CommunistArmy in Northen Russiauntil Junel919and1RS
movedfrom Salonikain Decemberl918to RussianGeagia, wheretheyweredeployeduntil April
19109.

The main RegimentalMemorial to WW1 was the formation of The Royal ScotsClub, openedon
10 August1922,at AbercrombyPlace,in the heartof Edinbugh's New Town, asa memorialto all



thosewho hadfallen, andto providea meetingplacefor all ranks who hadsurvived.The Club, the
last of its kind in Scotland,andbasedon a broadermembershp, continuesto flourishtoday. A set
of Memorial Gatesat the entranceto the RegimentalDepotat GlencorseBarrackswere openedas
a furthermemorialon 18 March 1927.No longerforming the entranceto the Barracks,a memorial
garderhasnow beenincorporatedvithin them.MoreinformationontheseMemorialsis givenin the
'WW1 War Memorials'essg

Forthoseinterestedn histoly, we haveaddeceight”essays'to thisbrief, concentratingna particular
actionor actionsfor eachof the years1914 throughto 1919 that a battalionor battalionsof the
Regiment were involved iMhese are listed below and foundsincceedig pages as shown on page
ii - Contents

A 1914- 2RSwith theBritish ExpeditionaryForce(BEF)in France

A 1915 TheRoyalScotsTerritorialsintheDardenelle€ampagn191516

A 1916- TheRoyalScotsNewArmy'battaliondgn Francen 1916andTheSomme
A 1917- Operationsn EgyptandPalestind 916 17andArrasApril-May 1917

A 191519-ThelstBattaliorisWarandthe2/10thBattalionin NorthernRussia

- LI BBl ™ Y

The RoyalScots Regimental BaThe Scottish Nation&ar Memorial Edinbugh Castle.



The wording reads:

AD 1633

Formed as a Regiment by Sir John Hepburn from Scottish
Companies serving the French Crown since the 15th Century
and recruitsaised in Scotland under warrant of Charles |
AD 1635

Absorbed remnants of Scottish Regiments formerly serving
Gustavudolphus, King of Sweden

AD 1684

Granted title ofThe Royal Regiment of Foot

AD 191419

35 Battalions served in the Grééar - 583 Officers and
10630 Other Ranks giving their lives for King and Country
Remembetheirsacrifices.

At thefoot arecarvedthe ScottishRoyal Coatof Arms flankedby the Fleurde Lys of Franceandthe
three Crowns of Sweden.

The Regimental Museum ahdbrary are located in Edinlogh Cadle where we especially welcome
visitors with links to the Regiment.

For a 150 pagehistory of the Regimentin WW1, with mapsand photographsseePontiusPilates
Bodyguardvolume 1 by Lieutenant Colonel Rob&aterson.

The Royal Scots Museum,
TheOld ProvostMarshak House,
The Castle,

Edinbugh

EH1 2YT

Tel 0131 310 5015

mailto:museum@theroyalscots.co.uk
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THE 1st WORLD WAR BATTALIONS

Soldiers of the 8th Battalion in France 1915

Thirty-five Royal Scotsbattalionsservedat variousstagesduring the courseof the 1stWorld War.
The RegularArmy componentgconsistingof two active serviceand one reservebattalions,served
throughot the war. The seven Territorial battaliors tha were in being at the beginnirg of the war all
sawsomeactive service.Furthermorethe Territorial units all raisedadditionalbattalionsfor greater
orlesseiperiodsof service Eight NewArmy battalionsvereraisedduringthewar. Two of thesewere
raisedasreserveattalionsduttheremainingsix all servedon theWesternFront.Finally threespecial
units were raised, the 19th (Labour) Battalion and the 1sPaa@arrison Battalions.

1st Battalion (RegularArmy)

In India at the outbreakof war. Arrived in Englandin November1914 and movedto Francein
Decembe ServedontheWesternFrontuntil Novemberl915whenit transferredo Salonika.Served
in the Balkansfor the remainderof the war. Movedto RussianGeargia for operationsagainstthe
Bolshevists in December 1918. Returned to Edigbun May 1919.

2nd Battalion (RegularArmy)

At Plymouthattheoutbreakof war. Movedto Francein August1914andservedntheWesterrFront
throughout the waReturned to Scotland in 1919.

3th (Reserve) Battalion (Regula’Army)

At Glencorseattheoutbreakof warandmovedto Weymouthin August1914.Returnedo Glencorse
in May 1915whereit remaineduntil late 1917whenit movedto Mullingar in Ireland.In May 1919it

moved to Maryhill Barracks in Glasgow before the majorityi®hanpower was subsumed into the

1stand2ndBattalions. TheBattalionwasplacedin 'suspendednimationin August1923.



1/4th battalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

Mobilisedin Edinbughin August1914.Movedto Gallipoli in June 1915.Transferredo Egyptin
Januaryl916andservedthere,andin Palestine until April 1918. Servedon the WesternFrontfrom
April 1918until theendof the war. Reducedo cadrestrengthin March1919andreturnedhomein
May 19109.

2/4th Battalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

Raisedin Edinbugh in Septemberl914. Servedin Penicuik, Pedles, Portobello,Edinbugh and
CambusbarrorMovedto Essexwith 65 Division in March1916andthento Irelandin January1917.
Disbanded in July 1918.

3/4th Battalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

Raisedn Peeblesn May 1915.It spentthe nexttwelve monthsin Galashiels].oanheadandHawick
trainingdraftsfor serviceoverseadn July 1916it wasabsorbednto thenew4th (ReserveBattalion.

4th (Reserve)Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raisedat StobsCamp,Hawick, in July 1916 by absorbingthe 3/4th, 3/5th, 3/6th, 3/7th and 3/8th
Battalions.Movedto Catterickin Septembefl916andabsorbedhe 3/9th Battalionin July 1917.It
returnedto Scotlandin Novemberl917andwasquarteredn Edinburgh, HaddingtonandCupa. In
February it was moved to Glasgow where it disbanded latey¢hat

1/Sth Battalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

Mobilisedin Edinbughin Augustl914andinitially employedon coastabdefencedutiesin Scotland.
Joined29 Division in March1915.Took partin the Gallipoli campaignfrom April to Decembe@915.
Movedto Egyptin Januaryl916andthento Francen March.Amalgamatedwith the 1/6th Battalion
in France in July 1916 and served for the remainder of thesvire 5th/6th Battalion.

2/Sth Battalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

Raisedin Edinbugh in Septemberl914.Moved to Peeblesin May 1915 andthereafterservedat
Loanhead and then LarbeWas absorbed into the 2/4th Batbalin November 1916.

3/SthBattalion (QueensEdinburgh Rifles) (Territorial Force)

RaisedatPeeblesn May 1915andwasstationedn GalashielsEdinbughandHawick.Wasabsorbed
by the 4th (Reserve) Battalion in July 1916.

1/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Mobilisedin Edinbughin Augustl914andinitially employedon coastadefencedutiesin Scotland.

10



During 1915 it servedat Selkirk, Peeblesand Edinbugh before embarkingfor Alexandria in

Septembe Servedwith the WesternFrontier Force in North Africa from November1915to April

1916.Sailedfrom Alexandriato Francein May andamalgamatedith the 1/5th Battalionin France
in July 1916. Served for the remainder of the war as the 5th/6th Battalion.

2/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raised in Edinbigh in March 1915 and mged with the 2/4th B#alion in November 1915.

3/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raisedn Peeblesn July 1915andservedat GalashielsandSdkirk beforebeingabsorbedy the4th
(Reserve) Battalion in July 1916.

Sth/6th Battalion (Territorial Force)

Formedn Francen July 1916from the1/5thBattalionandthe1l/6thBattalion.ServedontheWestern
Frontfor theremaindef thewar. Remainedn Belgiumuntil theendof Januaryl 919whenit moved
to Germag. In October 1919 it reduced to cadre strength hex teturned home to be disbanded.

1/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Mobilisedin Leith in August1914.Movedto Gallipoli in June 1915 (seethe separateessayon the
GretnaTrain Crash).Transferredo Egyptin Januaryl916andservedthere,andin Palestine,until
April 1918.Servedon the WesternFrontfrom April 1918until theendof the war. Reducedo cadre
strength in March 1919 and returned home on May 1919.

2/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raisedn Leith asthe 7th (ReserveBattalionin Augustl914andre-designatedsthe 2/7thBattalion
in January1915.During 1915the Battalionservedaspart of the ScottishCoastDefencesBrigade.
Laterit movedto quartersn Innerleithenand Walkerburnbefare joining 65 Division in Larbertin
Novemberl915.I1t movedto Essexin February1916from whereit despatchedlraftsfor service
overseasln Januaryl917the Battalionmovedto Dublin, thento tentedaccommodatiomn County
Galway and it later transferred to the Currafjie Battalionwvas disbanded iearly 1918.

3/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raisedat Peeblesn Junel915to receivethosememberf the 1/7thBattalionwho hadbeeninjured
in the Gretnadisasteon theirreturnfrom hospital.The bat@lion movedto Innerleithenn November
1915andthento StobsCamp,Hawickin May 1916.Shortly aftemwardsit wasabsorbednto the new
4th (Reserve) Battalion.

11



1/Sth Battalion (Territorial Force)

Mobilised at Haddingtonin August1914. Moved to Francein November 1914, the first Scottish
basedrerritorial battalion to do so and moved straight to the front, one of onlyTeraeorial units
consideredyood enoughto be committedimmediatelyto action. Servedthroughoutthe war on the
WesternFront,initialy in the 7th Division andthen,from August 1915,asthe pioneerbattalionin 51
(Highland)Division. Remainedn Belgiumuntil March1919whenit wasreducedo cadrestrength
and disbanded the following month in Haddington.

2/SthBattalion (Territorial Force)

Raisedat HaddintonSeptembet914.In May 1915it movedto Peeblesandin Novembe, to Falkirk.
In February 1916 it joined 65 Division and moved to Essedamuary 1917 it transferred to Ireland
where it waglisbanded in the summer of 1917.

3/SthBattalion (Territorial Force)

Raisedat Peeblesin Decemberl1914 where it remaineduntil the summerof 1916, apart from
NovemberandDecembefl915whenit wasin billets at Prestonpas. Absorbedoy the 4th (Reserve)
Battalion in July 1916.

Soldier of the 9th (Highlanders) Battalion
1/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Mobilisedin Edinbughin Augustl914.Movedto Francein Februaryl915andservedontheWestern
Frontfor the remainderof the war. Remainedn Belgiumuntil May 1919whenit reducedo cadre
strength and subsequently disbanded.
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2/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

Raisedin Septemberl914. Stationedat Edinbugh, Kilmarnock, Selkirk and Tillicoultry before
movingto Essexin February1916.Movedto Irelandin the spring of 1917andwasdisbandedhere
in July 1918.

3/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce)

RaisedatPeeblesn Junel915.Stationedat Selkirk, StobsCamp, Hawick andCatterickbeforebeing
absorbed into the 4th (Reserve) Battalion in July 1916.

1/10th (Cyclist) Battalion (Territorial Force)

Mobilised at Linlithgow in August1914. Servedon coastaldefence dutiesin Scotlanduntil April
1918whenit movedto Ireland. Demobilisationbeganin Irelandin the autumnof 1919 andthe
Battalion disbanded at Linlithgow in February 1920.

2/10th (Cyclist) Battalion (Territorial Force)

Raisedat Linlithgow in Septembefl914.Servedon coastaldefence dutiesuntil Junel1918whenit
movedto Dundalkin Ireland.In July it movedto Aldershotandthe following monthit sailedfor
Archangel.lt servedon operationsn NorthernRussiauntil June 1919whenit returnedto Scotland
and disbanded.

11th Battalion (NewArmy)

Raisedn Edinbughin August1914.Joined9 (Scottish)Division andmovedto Francein May 1915.
Spentthe remainderof the war on the WesternFront. Moved into Germanyafter the armisticeand
was reduced to cadre strength at Cologne in November 1912 liefiong disbanded.

12th Battalion (NewArmy)

Raisedn Edinbughin August1914.Joined9 (Scottish)Division andmovedto Francein May 1915.
Spentthe remainderof the war on the WesternFront. Moved into Germanyafter the armisticeand
was reduced to cadre strengttApril 1919 before being disinded in the UK in June 1919.
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12 RS Pavbl 1918

13th Battalion (NewArmy)

Raisedin Edinbugh in August1914.Joined15 (Scottish)Division and movedto Francein July
1915.Spenttheremaindeiof thewar ontheWesternFront.Remeinedin Belgiumafterthearmistice.
Reduced to cadre strength in March 1919 and disbanded in the Juike 1919.

14th (Reserve) Battalion (NewArmy)

Raisedat Weymouthin Novemberl914asa Service Battalion.Becamea reserveBattalionin April
1915. Was quarteredat Stobs Camp, Hawick, Richmond, South Queensferry and Kirkcaldy. In
February 1916, &irkcaldy, it became the 54fhraining Resere Battalion.

15th (1st City of Edinburgh) Battalion (NewArmy) (Cranstonés Battalion)

Raisedin Edinbugh in Septemberl914.During 1915it wasstationedat Troon, Ripon and Sutton
Very. Movedto Francen Januaryl916andservedntheWesterrFrontfrom Februaryl916onwards.
Reduced to cadre strength in May 1918 and disband&dgust 1918.

16th (2nd City of Edinburgh) Battalion (NewArmy) (McCrae's Battalion)

Rasiedn Edinbughin Decembefd914.Movedto Riponin June1915thento Francein Januaryl916
and servedon the WesternFront from February1916 onwards.Reducedto cadrestrengthin May
1918 and disbanded August 1918.
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17th Battalion (NewArmy) (Roseberys Bantams)

Raisedn Edinbughin Februaryl915asabantanbattalion During 1915it wasstationeditGlencorse,
Selkirk andMasham.Movedto Francein Decemberl916andservedon the WesternFrontfor the
remaindeof thewar. Remainedn Belgiumafterthearmisticeand wasmovedto Calaisto helpquell
amutiny in January1919.During FebruaryandMarchit wasattachedto variousLabourGroupsto
preventiooting. Reducedo cadrestrengthin April 1919anddisbandedn the UK shortlyafterwards.

18th (Reserve) Battalion (NewArmy)

Formedin July 1915. Stationedat Ripon until March 1916 when it movedto Dundee.Shortly
afterwards rditled the 77thTraining Battalion and disband@dOctober 1917.

19th (Labour) Battalion (Mixed)

Formedat Blairgowrie in April1916 andmovedto Francethe following month. Transferredo the
Labour Corps iipril 1917.

1st Garrison Battalion (Mixed)

Formedat Edinbugh in August1915. Movedto Hawick in October1915andthento Mudros,and
Helles,in theDardanellesMovedto Egyptin Februaryl916and servedn EgyptandCyprusfor the
remainder of the wa Returned home and disbanded in May 1919.

2nd Garrsison Battalion (Mixed)

Formed in Leith irAugust 1916 and a yeklater it became thist Battalion Royal Defence Corps.
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BATTL E HONOURS

The sheerscale and complexity of the battlesof the 1stWorld War presentedhew problemsover the award
of Battle Honours.Battleslastedfor weeksor monthsratherthanthe day or two of earlieractions.The area
coveredandnumberof troopsinvolved,particularlyin themajor battlesof theWesterrFront,eclipsedanything
previouslyseen With boththescaleandwidespreadjeographid area®f Regimentainvolvementthenumber
of Battle Honoursthat could fairly be claimedwasobviouslygoing to be too greatto be accommodatedn

the RegimentalColour on which all pre1914 Honourswere carried. The solution adoptedfor the Western
Frontwasto awarda Battle Honourto coverthe major operationandthenadditionalBattle Honoursfor the
supportingactionswhich contributedto the operation.An exanple is the SecondBattle of Ypresin 1915
which wasmarkedwith theHonourYpres1915(to differentiatefrom Ypres1914,1917and1918all of which

were awardedas separateHonours)with four supportingHonours,Gravenstafel St Julien, Frezenbeg and
BellewaardeA furtherchangewasthat,for thefirst time, Battle Honourswereawardedor adefeatthusboth

"Mons" and"Retreatfrom Mons" appeamamongthosewon by the Regiment.Oncethelist of Battle Honours
was agreedby the Honoursand Distinctions Committeeof the War Office, eachRegimentwas allowed to

selectten,from thetotal of thoseawardedo becarriedon thethenKing's Colou. Thesewould appeain bold

type in theArmy List with the remaining in ordinary type.

TheRegimentvasawardedseventynineBattleHonoursoutof atotal of onehundredandsixty eightthatwere
designatedThesecoveredall thecampaignsindbattlesandthemanyoperationatheatresn whichtheService
Battalionsof the Regimentserved A RegimentalCommitteethen maderecommendationt® the War Office

for thetenthatwereto be carriedon theKing's Colou. Of theseseverwerefrom theWesternFrontandthree,
Strumal918, Gallipoli 191516 and Palestinel91718 represerdd the othermajor operationalareaswhere
the battalionsof the RegimentservedThe full list, with the battalionsthat servedthere,is shownbelow. The
ten Battle Honourssubsequentlgmblazonean the King's Colour areshownin heavytypeandcapitals.The
supportingactionsfor the main battleshavebeendlightly inset and,wherethey coverthe mainbattleovera
numberof yearssuchasYpres1915,1917and1918havebeenplacedwithin the relevantyearwith the main

action bracketed for guidance

Battle Honours Battalion (s)

Mons 2nd

LE CATEAU 2nd

Retreat from Mons 2nd

MARNE 1914 2nd

MARNE 1918 8th, 9th, 13th (for supporting actions see below)
Aisne 1914 2nd

La Bassee 1914 2nd

NeuveChapelle 8th

YPRES 1915 1st, 9th

Gravenstafel 1st, 9th

St Julien 1st, 9th

Frezenbug 1st, 9th

Bellewaarde 1st, 2nd, 9th

YPRES 1917 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th (supporting actions see below)
YPRES 1918 11th, 12th, 17th

Aubers 8th

Festubert 1915 8th

LOOS

SOMME 1916
Albert 1916, 1918
Bazentin
Pozieres
FlersCourcelette
Le Transloy
Ancre Heights
Ancre 1916, 1918
SOMME 1918

11th, 12th, 17th
2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th
11th, 12th, 15th, 16th (for 1918 Battalions see below)
2nd,11th, 12th, 15th, 16th, 17th
13th, 15th, 16th
13th
11th, 12th, 13th
5th/6th
2nd, 5th/6th, 8th, 9th (for 1918 Battalions see below)
2nd 4th, 5th/6th 7th, 8th, 11th, 12th 13th 15th 16th 17t (for supportirg actiors sesbelow)
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ARRAS 1917 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th
Scarpe 1917, 1918 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 13th15th,16th (for 1918 Battalions see below)
Arleux 2nd, 15th, 16th

ARRAS 1918 (See Somme 1918

(Ypres 1917) (See above)

Pilckem 8th, 9th, 13th

Langemarck 1917 8th, 9th, 13th

Menin Road 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th

PolygonWood 2nd

Poelcappelle 11th, 12th,17th

Passchendaele 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th
Cambrai 1917 8th, 9th

(Somme 1918) (See above)

St Quentin 2nd, 8th, 9th11th, 12th, 15th, 16th
Rosieres 8th, 9th

Arras 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 13th
Ancre 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7tt8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th
LYS 2nd, 8th,11th, 12th, 15th, 16th
Estaires 2nd, 8th, 15th, 16th

Messines 1918 11th, 12th

Hazebrouck 2nd, 8th

Bailleul 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th

Kemmel 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th

Bethune 2nd

(Marne 1918) (Seeabove)

Soissonnaifurcq 9th, 13th

Tardenois 8th

Amiens 5th/6th

Bapaume 1918 2nd, 5th/6th, 8thl1th, 12th, 13th, 17th
Albert 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th

(Scarpe 1918) 4th, 7th, 8th

DrocourtQueant 4th, 7th

Hindenbug Line 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7tH1th, 12th, 15th, 16th
Canal du Nord 2nd, 4th, 7th

St Quentin Canal 2nd, 5th/6th 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th
Beaurevoir 5th/6th

(Ypres 1918) (See above)

Courtrai 11th, 12th, 17th

Selle 2nd, 8th

Sambre 5th/6th

France Flandes 191418 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7tl8th, 9th,11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th
STRUMA 1st
Macedonia 19188 1st

Helles 4th, 5th, 7th
Landing at Helles 5th

Krithia 4th/7th, 5th
Suvla 5th
Scimitar Hill 5th
GALLIPOLI 1915 -16 4th, 5th, 7th
Romani 4th, 7th
Egypt 191516 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th
Gaza 4th, 7th

El Mughar 4th, 7th
Nebi Samwil 4th, 7th
Jaffa 4th, 7th

PALESTINE 1917-18 4th, 7th
Archangel 191819 2/10tht
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GALLANT RY AWARDSWON BY ROYAL SCOTSIN Ww1

During the war six membersof the Regimentwere awardedthe Victoria Cross,andoneto Lance
CorporalWilliam Angus8th Battalion The Highland Light Infantry, whilst attachedo 8RS, all of
themfor actionsin France.Their details,andthe actionsfor which they wereawardedthe VC, are
given belav.

In additionto thoseawardedheVC, 32 Royal Scotswereawardd the DistinguishedService Order
(DSO) of which threewere awardedbars(a 'bar’ is a secondor further awardof the samemedal,
butfor differentactions)andone,LieutenantColonelJA Fragr of the5/6thBattalion,two bars;217
the DistinguishedConductMedal (DCM), including five with a bar; 158 the Military Cross(MC)
including 13 with a barandone,CaptainJ A Edwardsof the 10th Battalion,two bars;and337 the
Military Medal of which 11, including Pte Mclve¥C, won bars.

Private H.H. Robson, 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots

Privae Henty Robson a native of Souh Shields Counyy Durham was a Regula soldie who joined
the2ndBattalionin 1912andmovedwith themto Franceontheoutbreakof war. His citationrecords
the detail of his action as:

"For most conspicuoudraverynearKemmelon the 14 Decemberl914, during an attackon the
Germanposition, when he left his trenchundera very heavy fire and rescueda woundednon
commissioneafficer, andsubsequentlyor makingan attemptto bring anotherwoundedmaninto
cove, whilst exposedo severefire. In this attempthe wasat oncewounded but perseveredn his
efforts,until beingrenderedelplesshy beingshotfor a secondime.”

After recoveringrom hiswoundsRobsorreturnedo theBattaion. Hewasagainseverelywounded,
still with the2ndBattalion,at SerresenrAncreon 13Novemberl916. He recoveredgainbut never
returnedo theFrontandlaterservedin theLabourCorps.Afterthewarhewentbackto theMerchant
Nawy, in which he hadservedbeforeenlisting. In 1923, after beingsignedoff, he sold his Victoria
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Crossfor £80to payfor hispassagéo Canadavherehebecametram(streetcarfonducte. In 1934
he enteredhe civil service,working in the ParliamentBuildingsin Ontario.He roseto Sergeantat

Arms of the OntarioLegislatureandtheninformationclerk showing visitors aroundthe Parliament
buildings. He died iToronto, Canada in 1964, aged 69 anouised in the Military Section ofork

Cemetery inforonto.

Lance CorporaMilliam Angus, 8th Battalion The Highland Light Infantry attached 8th Battalion
The Royal Scots

LanceCorporalAnguss Citationreads:

"For mostconspicuousdraveryanddevotionto duty at Givenchyon 12 Junel1915,in voluntarily
leavinghis trenchunderheavybombandrifle fire, andrescuinga woundedofficer who waslying
within afew yardsof the enemys position."

LanceCorporalAngus,althoughbornin Armadale\WestLothian,camefrom Carlukein Lanarkshire,
andwasa pre-war Territorial servingwith 8th Battalion The HighlandLight Infantry. An officer in
thesameCompaly, andalsofrom Carluke wasLieutenanMartin. The8th Battalion,HighlandLight
Infantry wasbrokenup in Decemberl914andits Companiesttachedto otherLowland Territorial
Battalions to bring them up to strength for overseas ser@ce company went to théh Battalion
The Royal Scotsanda secondAngusandMatrtin's, to the 8th Battalion.

LieutenanMartin hadbeernwoundedn anighttrenchraid on 11-12 Juneand,despitesearches;ould
notbefound. As dawnbrokehewasseenying, half buriedunderlooseearth,immediatelybelowthe
Germanparapetsome70 yardsaway. The whole companyvolunteeed to rushthe Germantrench
at duskto rescuethe officer but it wasrealisedthat, lying withoutwaterunderthe boiling sun,the
officer would probablybe deadby then. The CommandingOfficer agreedat middaythatoneman
could attemp a rescue and Lance Corpord Angus was chos@ from a numbe of volunteers At 2pm
heleft histrench,underheavycoveringfire, andreached.ieutenantMartin unobserve@ndgot him
outof thelooseearth. Angus,it wasreportedthenpropped.ieutenantMartin up againsthe German
parapetndproceededo give him a swig of brandyfrom a flaskthat he hadcarriedwith him! The
Germangealisedwhatwasgoingon andlet fly with "bombs" (hand grenades). Angus,supporting
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Martin, then dashedback to the Battalioris trenchesbut was woundedno lessthan 40 times en
route. Amazingly he madeit, with LieutenantMartin, to safety. Lance CorporalAngus, who had
beenwarnedwhenhe volunteeredo carry out the rescuethat "its certaindeath,lad” wasawarded
the Victoria Cross,the first ScottishTerritorial to win the award. Both Lance CorporalAngusand
LieutenantMartin survived the War with the former dying in Carluke, wherea roadis namedafter
him, in June 1959, aged 71

Private R Dunse 13th Battalion The Royal Scots

PrivateRobertDunsirewasbornat BuckhavenFife in 1891. The family movedto Kirkcaldy where
hebecamemine. Heenlistedin Januaryl915and,aftertraining, waspostedo the 13th Battalion.

He was awarded higictoria Cross

"For mostconspicuous bravemyn Hill 70 on26th Septembel915. Private Dunsiraventout under
very heawy fire ard rescue a woundeal man from betwea the firing-lines Later, when anothe man
considerablynearerthe Germanlines was heardshoutingfor hdp, he crawledout againwith utter
disregardo the enemys fire,andcarriedhim in also.Shortly afterwardshe Germansattackedover
this ground."

Private Dunsireemeged unscathedrom both theserescuesut, by thena Corporal,was mortally
wounded in a trench mortar attack whilst in the trenches kti¢tuin the Loos sector on 31 January
1916. He is buried at Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery in France.
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Captain H Reynolds, MC, 12th Battalion The Royal Scots

CaptainHenry Reynoldswas bornin NorthamptonshireThereis someconfusionover the actual
yea, and datesvary from 1879to 1882. He was, howeve, already approachinghis mid-thirties,
andmarriedwhenhejoined the Northamptonshir&’eomanryin October1914. Commissionednto
the 14th(ReserveBattalionThe Royal Scotsin July 1915,he waspostedio Francein August1916.
Promoted.ieutenanin May 1917,andto Captainin July, he wasawardedhe Military Cross'for a
seriesof actionson 12 April 1917,which meantbeingunderattillery, machinegunandrifle fire for
a considerable time"His awardof theVictoria Cross was gattedon 8 Novembel917 and read:

"Henry ReynoldsMC, TemporaryCaptain,12th Battn Royal Scots.For mostconspicuousravery
when his compaly, in attackand approachingheir final objective, suffered heavycasualtiefrom

enemymachinegunsandfrom an enemy'pill-box' which hadbeenpassedyy the first wave. Capt
Reynoldsreaganisedchis menwho were scattered andthen proceededaloneby rushesrom shell-

hole to shell-hole, all the time being underheavy machinegun fire. When nearthe 'pill-box' he

threwa grenadeintendingthatit shouldgoinsidebuttheyenemyhadblockedtheentrance.Hethen
crawledto theentranceandforcedaphosphorougrenadenside. Thissettheplaceonfire andcaused
the deathof threeof the eneny, while theremainde sevenor eight, surrendereavith two machine
guns. Afterwards,thoughwounded,he continuedto lead his company againstanotherobjective,
andcapturedt, taking seventyprisonersandtwo more machineguns.During the whole attackthe

companywasunderheavymachinegun fire from the flanks,but, despitethis, CaptReynoldskept

completecontrolof hismen."

Captan Reynold was later recommendeéfor a Regula Commissiom by his Commandig Officer as
follows:

"Capt H Reynoldserved under mgommand irFrance during thgreater parbf 1917.

Heis oneof the mostcapableandconscientiousfficersthatl haveeverhadundermy commandhe
is attentiveto everydetailin connectionwith his company;has a soundknowledgeof training and
interior econony, andhis companywasalwaysclean,smart,well turnedout, thoroughlytrainedand
efficient,andalwayswilling andreadyto takepartin anyaction.
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CaptReynoldds aphysicallypowerfulman,capableof standinganyamountof strain,andhisunusual
sense of duty was so pronounced that in action he was invaluable.

He wasawardedhe Victoria Crossfor aseriesof actionson 20 Sept1917,at Zonnenbekegveryone
of which meantfacing a terrible fire for a considerablgeriod,andthe Military Crossfor a similar
series on 12pril 1917.

| canconfidentlyrecommendim for a commissionn the RegularArmy andsuggesthata special
preference be given to him, so that his commission may be loat&chs early as possible.

(Signed)"JA SRitson Lieut
Colonel

12th BattnThe Royal Scots
7 March1919"

He transferredo the 2nd Bn The Loyal Regimentin 1920andretired from the Army in 1927.1In
1930,he becameSuperintendareind Stewardat the Sir FrederickMilner Home,BeckenhamKent.
He remainedthereuntil his deathat CarshaltonSurreyin March 1948And is buried at St Giless
ChurchyardAshtead Surrey. His sonLieutenanfThomasReynots, alsoservedn the Regimentut
waskilled in atraffic accidentat Quetta,in India, in 1931while with the 2nd Battalion.
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Private H Mclve, MM and Ba, 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots

PrivateHugh Mclver wasbornat Linwood in Renfrewshireon 21 Junel890.He workedasa miner
beforejoining theArmy on 18 August1914.He waspostedo the 2ndBattalionin Franceon 11 May
1915.HewontheMilitary Medalonthe Sommefor actionson 14 July 1916andabarto it, for daring
andinitiative during daylight patrolsin enemylines, on 1 Juy 1918.The citation for his Victoria
Cross recorded:

"Hugh Mclver, No 12311, Private,late 2nd Battn The Royal Scos. For mostconspicuousravery
anddevotionto duty whenemployedasa companyrunnereastof Courcellesle-Comteon 23 August
1918.1In spite of heavyartillery and machinegun fire, he caried messagesegardlesf his own

safet. Singlehanded he pursuedan enemyscoutinto a machire-gun post,and havingkilled six

of the garrison,capturediwenty prisonerswith two machineguns. This gallantactionenabledthe
companyto advanceuncheckedLater, he succeededt greatpersonalrisk in stoppingthe fire of a
British tank which wasdirectedin error againstour own troopsat closerange.By this very gallant
actionPrivateMclver undoubtedlysavedmanylives."

Mclver waskilled in action10 dayslateron 2 Septembe His CompanyCommandemrote to his
mother a fewdays later:

"2nd Battn The Royal Scots,
8 Sep 1918
My Dear Mrs Mclver

I amwriting thesefew linesto youto try andexpressbothon my own behalfandalsofor the menof
my compaly, our greatessympathyfor youin thelossof your sonHughin therecentfighting.

It cameasa greatblow to me,ashewasmy personabrderly, and hewasquite closeto mewhenhe
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waskilled. We weregoing up a hill, attackingsomemachineguns, whenhe waskilled by a bullet,
and it maysoften your blow a little to know he never felt it.

It is only about ten daysrgie | recommended him for thé&ctoria Crossand it is quite likely that it
will beawardedo you, andif everamandeservedheVC, Hughdid, ashe wasoneof the bestand
bravest boys in the battalion; in fact, the bravest | havekeawun.

| am sendingon to you his Military Medal androse,which | cut off his breastfor you. His other
personakffectswill follow later.

| can onlysay, Mrs Mclver, thatyour son died derds deathand he hakeft arecord in thebattalion
second to nondgain, expressing my deepest sympathy to you and yours,

| am

Yours very sincerely
(Signed)ALICK GORDON, Capt
Officer CommandingC Company
2ndBattnThe Royal Scots"

His parentgreceivedhis Victoria Crossfrom King GeageV at BuckinghamPalaceon 13 February
1919. Mclver is buried atraucourt Copse British Military Ceetery, North East of Bapaume.
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Combonnd Bond A 1T NN

Corporal R E Elcock, MM]1th Battalion The Royal Scots

CorporalRolandElcock was born at Wolverhamptoron 5 Junel83. He enlistedunderagen the
South StaffordshireRegimentand was postedto Franceon 28 June1915 just after his sixteenth
birthday. Whenit wasdiscoveredhat he wasunderagehe was sent homeanddischaged. He was
employedwith WolverhamptorCorporatiorElectricity Worksandre-enlisted,into The Royal Scots,
on his eighteenthbirthdayin June1917.Beforehewas19 he hadwon the Military Medalandbeen
promotedo Corporal.Thecitationfor theactionin which hewontheVictoria Crossreadasfollows:

"For mostconspicuoudraveryandinitiative, south-eastof Cappelle St Catherineon 15th October
1918,whenin chageof aLewis gunteam.Entirely on hisowninitiative, CorporalElcockrushedhis
gunup to within tenyardsof enemyguns,which were causingheavy casualtieandholdingup the
advanceHe put both gunsout of action,capturediive prisonersandundoubtedlysavedthe whole
attackfrom beingheldup. Later, neartheRiver Lys, thisNCO againattackecanenemymachinegun
and captured the onre His behaviour throughout the day wasabtely fearless."

His Victoria Crosswas presentedalongwith Pte Mclver's, at BuckinghamPalaceon 13 February
1919 .After the war he was remployed byWolverhampton Corpation Electricity Department. He
laterwentto Indiain the PostsandTelegrapiServiceworkingin UpperBurmaasdivisionalengineer
andthen,on promotion,to be Directa-Generalof PostsandTelegraphson the North-WestFrontie.
He joined the Indian Army on the outbre& of the Secor World War in therank of Major but, ashe
wasaboutto bepostedoverseashebecamell. He neverrecoweredanddiedat DehraDun, wherehe
is buried,on6 Octoberl944.His grandsonPrivateChristophelOwens servedwith the 1stBattalion
in the GulfWar in 1991.
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Lieutenant D S Mcfega, 6th Battalion The Roya&cots, attached Machine Gun Corps

LieutenanDavidMcGregorwasbornin Edinbughon16 Octoberl895.Educatedt GeageWatsors
and Geage Heriots he wasan apprenticeof the CommercialBank of Scotlandandhadjoinedthe
Midlothian RoyalField Artillery (Territorial Force)in 1913.Whenwar brokeout hevolunteeredor
overseaservice andwascommissionednto the 6th Battalionin 1915.He waspostedto Egyptin
May 1916from wherehewasimmediatelytransferredo Francewith the Battalion.He servedonthe
Sommeduringthe summerof 1916beforevolunteeringfor machire-gunwork. After traininghewas
postedto the 29th Battalionof the MachineGun Corpswith whomhe wasservingwhenhewon his
posthumou¥ictoria Cross. Higitation records:

"David StuartMcGrega, Lieut, late6th BattnRoyal Scots(Territorial Force)and29thBattnMachine
GunCorps.Forthemostconspicuougallantryanddevotionto duty nearHoogmolenon22Oct 1918,
whenin commandof a sectionof machinegunsattachedo the right flank platoonof the assaulting
battalion.In theassemblypositionheconcealedhisgunsonalimberunderthebankof asunkerroad.
Immediatelythe troopsadvancedht zerothey were subjectedo intenseenfilademachinegun fire
from Hill 66 on theright flank. Lieut McGregorfearlesslywentforwardinto the opento locatethe
enemyguns,andhavingdoneso, realisedhatit wasimpossibleto gethis gunscarriedforwardeither
by packor by handwithout greatdelay, asthe groundwas absadutely bareand sweptby a hail of
bullets.Orderingtheteamto follow by a morecoveredroute,he wentto thelimber, gotontoit, and,
lying flat, told thedriverto leavecoverandgallopforward. Thisthedriverdid, gallopingdownabout
six hundredyardsof absolutelyopenroadundertheheaviesmachine-gunfire into coverbeyond.The
driver, horsesandlimberwereall hit, but Lieut McGregorsuaeededn gettingthe gunsinto action,
effectivelyengagingheeneny, subduingheir fire andenablingtheadvancdo beresumedWith the
utmostgallantry he continuedto exposehimselfin orderto direct and control the fire of his guns,
until, aboutanhourlater, thisvery gallantofficer waskilled whilst observindire effectfor theTrench
Mortar Battery. His greatgallantryand supremedevotionto duty werethe admirationof all ranks,
andespeciallythe officersandmenof the 1stBorderRegt,who witnessedhis extraordinaryaction."

LieutenantMcGregoris buriedin StaceghenCommunalCemetey, HarlebekeBelgium.His parents
received hig/ictoria Cross from King GegeV at Buckingham Palace on 15 February 1919.
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THE RAISING OF 16th BATTALION THE ROYAL SCOTS (McCRAE'S)

"‘tfﬁ B

SirGeageMcCrae pornin Aberdeenwasaself madeEdinbughbusinessnan,who madehis mark
in the drapery trade. He became a member of EdihbGouncilin 1889. He was the Cifireasurer
andChairmanof the FinanceCommitteefrom 1891-1899andalsoservedasa Justiceof the Peaceln

1899thesitting MP for Edinbugh Eastdiedleadingto a by-election. Geage McCraewasselecteds
the Liberal candidateandheldthe seatfor thatparty. In 1909, aftera successfuktareerasanMP, he
resignedrom the Houseof Commondo takeup a seniorposition inScottishgovernmentserviceas
Vice-President of the Local Government Board.

Geage McCraehadalwayswantedto be a soldier, but ambitionwasin direct competitionwith his
growing successn businessin parallelwith his civic andparliamentanyife he playeda prominent
role in the City's Volunteerand, from 1908, Territorial Force.At the ageof 18, he hadjoined the
3rd Edinbugh Rifle Volunteersasa Private. The Battalionwasre-titled the 4th and, later, the 6th
Battalion The Royal Scots,underboth of which namesVicCrae,now a LieutenantColonel,proved
to beahighly successfuhindpopularCommandindgDfficer. He wascloselyconsultedbothasanMP
anda seniorVolunteerOfficer, by Richard(later Lord) Haldaneover the creationof the Territorial
Forcefollowing the failings highlightedin the Boer War. For his servicesto Volunteeringand to
Edinbugh he wasknightedin 1908.In Junel1913,six monthsbefore his wife's deathfrom cance,
and by now a full Colonel, he resigned from command.

On5August1914 thedayafterthe Declaratiorof War, Field MarshalLord Kitchene, who happened
to be the HonoraryColonelof 6RS- McCraes old battalion- was appointedSecretaryof Statefor
War. HeimmediatelysetaboutexpandingheArmy with aninitia call for 100,000volunteergo form
thefirst of his'NewArmies'.For The Royal Scotsthis led to the raisingof threeServiceBattalions,
the11lth, 12th and 13th all by the endAafgust.

Thefirst daysof the war, asthe British ExpeditionaryForce(BEF) mobilisedandmovedto France,
coincidedwith theopeningof the ScottishfootballseasonA numberof Clubshadarguedfor delay, and
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evenabandonmentntil the positionwas cleare butthemajarity votedto continuewhile providing
recruitingfacilities at their grounds.This view wassupportedin a statemenfrom the War Office at
the end of Augustaheadof the startof the EnglishseasonByY this time, howeve, the BEF wasin

full retreatfrom Monsandhadsufferedvery considerableasudties. A vociferouscampaigrbegan
againstthe continuanceof professionafootball at sucha time of nationalcrisis and,in particula,

thefactthatthe playersthemselvesverenot leadingthe campign by volunteeringto serve.In mid-

Novemberthe War Office finally changedts positionin a letter publishedin The GlasgowHerald
in which Harold Tennantthe Unde-Secretaryfor War, wasquotedassaying’No objectionis taken
to occasionalecreationlt is consideredhoweve, that (league) football doesnot comewithin that
categoy. It is much more desirablethat professionalfootballers should find employmentin His

Majestys forcesthanin their old occupation'The die wascast, football wasdefinitely on the back
foot andthe 'stoppersastheywerecalledsteppedup their campaignfor the gameatthatlevel to be
cancelled and conscription be brought in. Enter Sir@e®cQae.

From soon after the declarationof war Sir Geage hadbeenheavily involved as Scottish chairman
of The Prince oWaless Fund for the reliebf Wartime Distras. Three of his sonwereserving, one
asa CompanyCommandeiin 6RS, but he was conspicuousn not becomingdirectly involved in
recruitment.Early in Novembe, with increasinglybadnewscoming backfrom France,Sir Geage
wrote a personalletter to his old friend Harold Tennantoffering to raisea battalion,providedhe
wasallowedto leadit in the field andto sharethe risks of thosewho volunteeredo join him. On
17 Novemberhe receivedapprovalfor his proposaland was reappointed to the rank of Colonel.
A keensupporterand Director of Heartof Midlothian, one of the two major Edinbugh football
clubsandknown to everyoneas Hearts,Sir Geage realisedthat, if he could get someplayersto
join his battalion'sucha happeningvould ensurea mighty following and a quick formationof the
unit'. Having securedhe namesof 11 players,six from the first andfive from the secondteam,he
announcean 24 Novembeitthatformalrecruitingwould startwith agrandmeetingin the UsherHall
atthewestendof Edinbugh onthe eveningof Friday 27th Novembe. After hearingfrom a number
of speakersandthe unanimougassingof motionssupportingrecruitingand,in particula, thatfor
Sir Geages proposedictive ServiceBattalionof TheRoyal Saots, Sir Geage himselfroseto speak
saying:

'Thisis not a nightfor titles: | standbeforeyou humblyasa fellow Scot,nothingmoreandnothing
less.Youknow| dont speakeasilyof crisis.But thatis whatconfrontsus.| havereceivedoermission
from the War Office to raisea new battalionfor active service.lt is my intentionthat this unit will
be characterisethy sucha spirit of simpleexcellencehatthe restof Lord Kitchena's armywill be
judgedby our standardFurthermorewith theagreementf theauthorities) haveundertakero lead
thebattalionin thefield. | would not- | couldnot- askyouto serveunlesd sharethedangermatyour
side.In amomentl will walk downto CastleStreet(the local recruitingoffice) andsetmy nameto
thelist of volunteers. Whavill join me?"

With that he strode from the Hall anddownto the RecruitingOffice followed by mostof thosein
the Hall. By midnight nearly 300 hadenlisted.Within sevendays, over 800 menhadsignedup for
whatwould becomel6RSbut wasalwaysbetterknown asMcCraés Battalion. That Saturdaythey
paradedbehindSir Geage, still in civilian clothes,aroundTynecastlethe Heartsground,at half-
time in the local derby matchagainstthe other major Edinbugh team,Hibernianor Hibs. By the
following Saturdg, whenthe Battalionparadedhroughthe City enrouteto Geage Heriots School
which wasto betheirinitial barracksandtraining base the total hadrisento over 1350includinga
strongcontingentof professionabhndamateurfootballersand other sportsmenA total of atleast30
professionafootballersarelistedashavingjoined. Thesencluded,in additionto theoriginal 11 plus,
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now, two further professionaldrom Hearts,taking the total to thirteen,sevenfrom Raith Rovers,
six from Falkirk, two from DunfermlineAthletic andonefrom Hibs. Seventyfive football clubsare
listed as havingontributed members to 16 RS by December 1914.

Thecampaigrto cancelall football matchedell awayalthoughCupgamesandinternationamatches
wereabandonedMVany professionafootballersenlisted, andmany werekilled in the serviceof their

King andCountwy, includingfivekilled andfive woundedf theoriginal 13from HeartsTheBattalion

movedto Francein Januaryl916and,still underthe commandof Sir Gearge, werecommittedinto

theirfirstmajorbattleat ContalmaisonpntheSommepn1 Juy, where fighting alongsideheirsister

battalion,15RS,they werethe only unitsin 34 Division to aciieve their initial objective- but ata

terrible cost of 472 killed, wounded or missing over only three days.

Note: The aboveinformationis drawnfrom the excellent'McCrae's Battalion - The Story of the
16th Royal Scotsby JackAlexande. The book s availablefrom Amazonand provides,for those
interested, much fuller background to the raising of 16RStsditssubsequent Service.
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THE QUINTINSHIL L (GRETNA) TRAIN CRASH i 22 MAY 1915

At 6.49amon Saturday22 May 1915a Liverpoolboundtrooptrain carryinghalf (498all ranks)of
the 7th (Leith) Battalion,The Royal Scots(The RoyalRegiment)7RS)collided headon with alocal
passengetrain, which hadbeen'parked' facing north,on the southboundmainline at Quintinshill,
justNorth of Gretnao allow afollowing expresgo overtakat. Normally thelocal train would have
beenheldin oneof theloopsat Quintinshill, butbothof these werealreadyoccupiedoy goodstrains.
Thetrooptrain overturnedmostly onto the neighbouringnorth-boundmainlinetrack and,a minute
later, the Glasgowboundexpressploughedinto the wreckagecausing it to burstinto flame.The
ferocity of thefire, andconsequendifficulty of rescuinghosetrappedn theoverturnecandmangled
carriagesywascompoundedby thefactthatmostof the carriages werevery old, madeof woodandlit
by gascontainedn atankbeneattlihem.Betweerthecrashandthefire atotal of 216all ranksof 7RS
and12 others(seeNote 1), mostlyfrom theexpres$utincluding thedriverandfiremanonthetroop
train, diedin, or asanimmediateresultof whatwas,andremains, Britain's worstrailway disaste.

An artis®® impession of the crash as the Glasgbaund expess is about to hit the engine of the
troop train

7RS, a Territorial battalion recruitedmostly from Leith, then a separateBurgh from Edinbugh,
had beenmobilised at the start of The GreatWar and then empbyed on CoastalDefenceduties
on the Forth until April 1915whenthey movedto Larbert, nearFalkirk, to concentratavith 52nd
Lowland Division beforedeployingto France.At the last momentorderswere receivedchanging
the Division's deploymentto Gallipoli. The Battalion was meantto leave Larberton 21 May to
boardthe troopshipAquitaniain Liverpool, but she ran agroundin the Merseyandthe move was
delayedwenty-four hours At 3.45amon Saturday22 May thefir & trainleft LarbertStationcarrying
Battalion HeadquartersA and D CompaniesThe acciden happend at 6.49 a.m The reactia to the
accident was swift and spontaneous.
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"Thesurvivorsatoncegotto work to helptheir strickencomradesandsoonthewhole neighbourhood
wasalarmedandmotorcarsfrom nearandfar hastenedo the spot with medicalandotherhelp.The
kindnesshownonall handswill nevemeforgotten especiallyoythepeopldromthesurroundingarea
andCarlislewhogavesuchvaluableassistancéo theinjured.Theirhospitalsveresoonoverflowing,
butall who neededttentionwerequickly madeascomfortableas possible Their MajestiesTheKing
andQueenearly senttheir sympathyandgifts to the hospitals

Of the half-battalionon the train only sixty-two survived unsathed.Thesesurvivors,including the

CommandingdOfficer, continuedo Liverpool wheresix officersembaked,andsailedon the Sunday
onHMT Empressf Britain with the secondhalf of the Battalion, while oneofficer andthe 55 NCO

and soldier survivors were sent back to Edmgbu
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The Roll Call of the 62 survivors at Quintinshill being taken by the CO LP€ebles

It wasa devastatingblow to the Battalionandto the whole population of Leith - it was said that
therewasnot a family in the town untouchedoy the tragedy(see Note 2), probablymadeworseby
the fact that, out of the 216 who diedin the disaste, or soonafterwardsrom theirinjuries, only 83
were everidentified. The remaining133 bodiescould not be identified or were, literally, cremated
within the firestormof the wreckage.On Sunday23rd 107 coffins were takenbackto Edinbugh
andwereplacedin the Battaliors Drill Hall in DalmenyStree, off Leith Walk. On the afternoonof
Monday24thMay, 101 of theseweretakenin processioror burial in amassyravethathadbeendug
in RosebaniCemetey, Rilrig Street,abouta mile from the Drill Hall. "Theroutewaslined by 3,150
soldiers[by comparisonthe total figure on paradefor Her Majesty's Birthday Paradan Londonin
2013wasgivenasl,000,includingstreetliners], thousand®sf citizensstoodshoulderto shoulderon
the pavementshopswereclosed blindsdrawn,andthetraffic stopped.’
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The Funeral lPocession to Rosebank Cemetary

A Board of Inquiry, convenedthree days after the crash,found a numberof seriousfailings in
procedurewvhich, whencombined led to the disaste The worst of thesewasthe failure of the two
signalmeronduty in the Quintinshill Box, now demolishedbut which thenimmediatelyoverlooked
the crashsite,to alertthe troop-train to the local passengetrain waiting in its path.Both signalmen
were subsequentlchaged,appearedeforethe High Courtin Edinburgh on 24 Septembe found
guilty of culpablehomicideandsentencedtb periodsof imprisonment,oneof themwith hardlabou.

Verysoonafterthecrashit wasdecidedo raiseamemorial paidfor by public subscriptionalongside
thecommunagravein RosebankCemetey. TheMemorial,unveiledbytheEarlof Rosebey, Honorary
Colonelof the Battalion,on 12 May 1916,takesthe form of a Celtic cross,standing15ft 6ins, made
from Peterheadjranitewith aninscriptionandanexplanatoryplaqueto thefront andshields pbearing
the RegimentaBadgeandLeith Burgh Coatof-Arms, oneon eachside.On eitherside to the rea,
agains the Cemetey wall, are table ead with five bronz plaquesOn the plaques are the names
of 214 who died in, or immediatelyafter the disaste, arrangedby rank,andin alphabeticabrde.
Thesencludethenameof SgtJame#ndersonwho diedin Sepemberl917havingneverrecovered
from his injuries and was addedlater. For someunknownreasonthe nameof Pte Geage Garrie
wasmissedout on the plaquesalthoughhe appearedan all the lists, including thoseof the plaques,
publishedater. His name togethemwith thatof PteWilliam S Patersonwho wasalsomissedout, is
to beaddedonaseparat@laquein 2015,bringingthefinal official total of 7RSkilled in, or asadirect
resultof the crash,to 216.Although fundedby public subscriptionthe Memorial hasbeenadopted
by TheCommonwealtiWar GravesCommissiorwho maintainit, andthegraveareasuperby. Every
yea, ontheSaturdayclosesto 22 May theRegimentaAssocidion, supportedy local organisations,
hold a Memorial Serviceandwreathlaying at the Memorial. In 2015 major commemorationsook
place a Gretraon 22 May and at Rosebak Cemetey on the 23rd, both in the presene of HRH The
Princess Royal, the Patron e Association.
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The memorial at Rosebank Cemetery

Notes.

1. The names of the deal are listed in this updatel Roll. The 12 nonRoyd Scos dead in addition to
thetwo crewof thetrooptrain,are,from the Glasgowboundexpresslistedastwo RN officers,three
officersfrom 9th BattalionThe Argyll and SutherlandHighlandes, two civilians anda sleepingcar
attendant, together with a mother and her baby son on thdraical

2. As aresultof the HaldaneReformsof 1908the Territorial Force (TF) wascreatedirom the old

VolunteerandYeomanryunits. Thisled to five Royal ScotsTerrtorial Battalionsthe4th,5th,6th,7th
and9th(HighlandersBattalionsbeingbasedn andrecruitingfrom differentareasandoftendifferent
tradesand similar groupings,acrossedinbugh and Leith. The 7th Battalion,with their Drill Hall

in DalmenyStreet,just within the thenBurgh of Leith, drewnearly all its recruitsfrom that Burgh,
Portobelloand, a sizeablenumbe, concentratedn A Compaty, from neighbouringMusselbugh.
This very local recruitinghadnot alteredmuchby 1915althowgh the Battalionhadbeenreinforced
to War establishmenfior deploymenbverseady a Companyfrom 8th BattalionThe HighlandLight

Infantry, drawnmostly from the Lanarkarea,two of whomwerekilled. Within the Battalionroll of
thoseinvolvedin the crasharelisted a few menfrom the Lothiansandfrom Fife andone,Pte John
Fyfe, who was killed, from Lima, NeWork, USA.

For fuller detailson the disastersee "The Quintinshill Conspracy" by JackRichardsand Adrian
Searlepublishedoy PenandSwordTransporin 2013(ISBN 9781 781590997), and"The lll -Fated
Battalion" by Peter Sain Ley Berry published by EGvéss in 213 (ISBN 978 1 8491414 8)
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WW1 WAR MEMORIALS

The Royal ScotsNar Memorial Club

i

At the endof the War therewas considerablaliscussiorabouthow the sacrifice of thosewho had
fallen while servingwith the Regimentshouldbe commemoratedlhe leadin thesetalkswastaken
by ColonelLord Henry Scott,the fourth sonof the sixth Duke of BuccleuchandHonoraryColonel
of 3RS.He suggestedhatany Memorial shouldtakethe form of somethingmoreusefulthanjust a
Monument.In particularit shouldexistto honourthe fallen while maintainingthe comradeshighat
had bound them and their comrades of all ranks together ashtamd the horrors of wavherever
they served.

At ameetingin Edinbughon 11 March1919,attendedy repregntativesfrom acrossheranksof the
RS activewartimebattalions,it wasagreedhatthe Memorial should takethe form of an'all ranks’
Club to be situatedin the heartof Edinbugh. Looking backfrom todayit is difficult to appreciate
the significanceof sucha proposal,almosta social experimentwhich, in spite of the considerable
advanceof egalitarianismasaresultof theWar, ignoredthe muchmorerigid classstructurethatstill
existedat thattime. Thefact thatthe proposalcamefrom the sonof oneof Scotland premierDukes
probably helpedThe aims of the Club were to provide a tribtdehose who had fallen in the Great
War;to actasarallying placefor all Royal Scotspast,preent andfuture;andasa centrefrom which

all schemedor the benefitof The Royal Scots(The RoyalRegiment) couldbeworked.

Fund raising started immediatedgd, as a temporary home,aege hut, and its contents, standing in
St Andrews Squareandwhich had beenthe AmericanYMCA, was purchasedandopenedfor all
Royal Scots in the autumn of 191%he search for a permanenid substantial home continued and,
in Novemberl920,Nos30and31AbercrombyPlace,n theheartof the Edinbugh New Town, were
purchasedttheveryreasonablericeof £5,46019s6d (£5,48.98today) After extensivaenovations
ard alterationsthe new premise were occupial on 27 Februay 1922 before being officially opened
by HRH The PrincessMary, Colonetin-Chief of the Regiment,on 10 August1922.At thattime,
apartfrom normal club facilities coveringbars,sitting areas/ibrary, dining room andkitchenetc,
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therewerealsoten bedroomstwo, laterthree,billiard roomsanda theatreareawherereunionsand
concertcould be held.In 1929the Club wasextendedwith the purchaseof No 29 addinga further
eleven bedrooms as well as other facilities.

The Club hashadits upsanddownsover the yearsbut, following a major refurbishmenin recent
years,it is now a thoroughlymodernClub offering 25 bedroomsand excellentfacilities for guests,
socialeventsandbusinessneetingsMembershiphasbeenbroadgnedandreciprocalarrangements
existwith over 230 similar Clubsboth within the United Kingdom andright acrosshe world. The
Royal Scotlub remainshoweve;, first andforemost,aliving Memorialto thoseRoyal Scotswho
madethe supremesacrificefor their SovereigrandCountrysincel914.

In March2019the Club celebratedhe Centenaryof its foundingwith a numberof commemorative
eventsncludingthe launchby their Patron,HRH The PrincessRoyal, of the story of the Club "Not
for Glory nor Riches'written byRoddyMartine. Copiesreavailablefrom theClub.

Furtherinformationcanbefoundin "A History of The Royal Saots Club (War Memorial)"written by
Duncan McDougall, published in 1999, but now out of print.

For full details of the Club today visit its website at httpw/w.royalscotsclub.com

The Glencorse Memorial Gates

Memorial Gates 1927

A rathermore conventionalMemorial existsin the form of the Memorial Gateserectedat the then
entrancdo formerRegimentaDepotat GlencorseBarracksPenicuik, sometenmilesto the southof
Edinbugh. The Memorial combinegraditional Scottishstonework, with materialsfrom Craigleith
and Craigmillar quarriesin Edinbugh, Caithnessslateroofing and wroughtiron gatesbearing,in
bronze,anenlagedreproductiorof the capbadgewornin 1878.The Memorialbearsthe following
inscription:'To the Glorious Memory of thoseRoyal Scotswho faithful unto deathgavetheir Lives
for King andCountryin the GreatWar 19141918'. Wheropeningthe Memorialon 18 March1927,
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HRH The Princess Mary had this message for the Regiment.

May all who passn ontheircareelearnhow bestto devotethemselvego theserviceof theircountry
andremembethe deedsdonein the GreatWar by thoseRoyal Scots whosefameis commemorated
by these Gates.

Glencorseeasedo betheRegimentaDepotin 1959when,overthreeyearsjt wasrebuiltto become
first, in 1963,the Depot of The Lowland Brigade,then of The Scottish Division and, later, The

ScottishandKing's Divisions. It closedagainin 2004 andwentthrougha major rebuild to convert
it into a modernbarracksnow the homeof The Royal Highland Fusiliers,2nd BattalionThe Royal

Regimenbf Scotland Theentranceo thebarrackshasbeenmovedsomel50malongtheroadto the

west.TheMemorial Gatesarenow permanentlyclosedandthe area justinsidethemhasbeenturned
into a memorial garden for all those who servedilie Royal $ots (The Royal Regimenthe First
of Footfrom 1633-2006.Every yearat 11.00amon the 11 Novenber membersof the Regimental
Associationparadeat the gatesto remembethosewho havegonebeforethemwith a short Act of

Remembrance and the laying of a wreath.

Memorial Gaden 2014

By arrangementhroughthe MuseumOffice (contactdetailscan be found at the end of the WW1
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page) the ashef formerRoyal Scots,andonly formerRoyal Scots,canbe scatteredn the planted
areaof thememorialgardenand/ormemorialplaquesmay be placedonthememorialboard.Plaques
canonly bedisplayedor thosewhohavediedsince28 March2006, or 1 Januaryl 946if deathwasin
Service Plaqueanustconformto astandargattern detailsof whichwill besuppliedby the Museum
office.



2nd BATTALION THE ROYAL SCOTS (2RS)WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITION ARY
FORCE (BEF) IN FRANCE

AUGUST TO MID -NOVEMBER 1914

Beforethe Storm.GeneralSmith-Dorrienwasto be 2RSs CorpsCammandein the BEF.
Preparation and Deployment

2RSwereon annualfield firing trainingwhenit receivedinstructions on 29 July 1914to returnto
its barracks in Plymouthl'he order to mobilise arrived onAdugust and measures were immediately
takento bring the Battalionup to its war establishmenof 30 officersand972 otherranks.In 1914a
battalionwasorganisedvith aHeadquartersncludingamachne gunsectionof two VickersMaxim
guns,somehorsedrawntransportandthe band,andfour compamesof six officers and221 soldiers,
eachconsistingof four 50 strongplatoonsdividedinto four sections.On 6 Augustthreeofficersand
160soldiergoinedfrom 3RS thereservaegularbattalion and thefollowing daysomes07reservists,
ex-regularswith a reservdiability, reached2RSin Plymouth,followed, on the 8th, by a final draft
of 50 regularcadrefrom the Depotanda few morereservistsThe Battalion,now morethandouble
its prewar strength,reported'readyto go'on the 9th. Finally, on the 10th, 'peacedetails'of two
Officersand 160 movedto join 3RSwho werenow at their mobilisation stationin Weymouth.The
wholemobilisationoperationfakingunderaweek,hadgoneextraordinarilysmoothlyandefficiently
consideringhe numbersnvolvedmovingaroundthe country, lack of mediacommunicationgradio,
TV and telephones) in those days, anddiseance many of thescalled reservists had to travel.

With all arrangementomplete reservistgoined their companés and begantraining on the 'short’
Lee-Enfield rifle (SMLE), which hadrecentlyreplacedhe'long'version,aswell asimprovingtheir
fitnessthroughroutemarchesandPT. Ordersto movewererecevedon 12 Augustand,thefollowing
day, two trains carried2RSto Southamptorwhereit embarkedon the SS Mombasa,sailing that
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