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FOREWORD 
 

 

This booklet has been produced, and funded, by The Royal Scots Regimental Museum and Heritage 

Committee to mark the centenary of the end of the 1st World War and the 80th anniversary of the start 

of the 2nd. 

 
Its aim is to provide a readable record for all current members of the Regimental Association of the 

key events in our history during the 20th and 21st Centuries, to remember those who served in The 

Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) during that time, in particular those who died during that service, 

and to record the service of more recent generations. 
 
 

 
 

Once a Royal, always a Royal 

Nemo Me Inpune Lacessit 
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HISTORY 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Royal Scots, the oldest Infantry Regiment of the Line in the British Army, was formed in 1633 

when Sir John Hepburn, under a Royal Warrant granted by King Charles I, raised a body of men in 

Scotland for service in France. By 1635 Sir John commanded a force of over 8,000, including many 

who had previously fought as mercenaries from 1603 in the "Green Brigade" for King Gustavus 

Adolphus of Sweden. It was by virtue of the 1633 Royal Warrant that the entire Regiment was 

considered as British; a regular force in a standing Army which could be recalled to Britain at will. 

In 1661, the Regiment was, in fact, summoned to Britain to bridge the gap between the disbandment 

of the New Model Army and the creation of a Regular Army, organised along the same lines as the 

British units in foreign service. The Regiment was thus the original model for all others. 
 
 

In 1680 the Regiment was sent to Tangier and won its first Battle Honour. On its return to England 

in 1684 the title "The Royal Regiment of Foot" was conferred by Charles II. During Monmouth's 

rebellion in 1685, five companies formed part of the force concentrated against the rebels who they 

met at Sedgemoor. The following year, the Regiment was divided into two battalions and was not to 

have less until 1949. 
 
 

Both Battalions of The Royal Scots saw service under Malborough during the War of the Spanish 

Succession, taking part in all four of his major victories, Blenheim, Ramillies, Oudenarde and 

Malplaquet. This was followed with garrison duty in Ireland where they remained until 1742. From 

this date the two battalions were usually to be separated and posted far apart. The 1st Battalion moved 

in 1743 to Germany to take part in the War of Austrian Succession, including the Battle of Fontenoy. 

In 1745-46 the 2nd Battalion took part in the fight against the Young Pretender which culminated in 

the Battle of Culloden, near Inverness, the last battle fought on British soil. In 1751 the army was 

numbered and thereafter the Regiment was officially  designated the First or Royal Regiment of Foot. 
 
 

For the remainder of the Century the struggle between the two great powers moved on to the world 

stage. Both Battalions were involved in overseas campaigns, in particular, for the 2nd Battalion in 

North America. Initially  they were defending British colonists, in what was soon to become the 

United States, against the French and their native American allies, particularly the Cherokees, on the 

western frontier and then at the capture of Montreal in 1760 which led to Canada becoming a British 

possession. in 1761 the 2nd Battalion moved to the West Indies taking part in capture of Havana from 

the Spanish in 1762. Then, after a period of Home Service and in the Mediterranean, it was the turn 

of the 1st Battalion for service in the West Indies. Disease rather than the enemy accounted for most 

deaths; between 1793 and 1796 the British lost 40,000 men in the West Indies of which The Royals 

lost 5 officers and 400 men, well over half the battalion strength. 
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During the Napoleonic Wars the Regiment was increased to a strength of four battalions. The 1st 

Battalion spent the entire period of the war in the Americas, in particular in what is today Guyana 

and then in the Niagara Campaign of the War of 1812 against the United States. Meanwhile the 2nd 

Battalion took part in the capture of Egypt (1801), then moved to the West Indies (1803-05), before 

travelling to India, the first time that any part of the Regiment had served there. They were to stay 

until 1831. In contrast the 3rd and 4th Battalions remained in Europe, with the 4th Battalion on home 

service until 1812 supplying drafts for the other three battalions. The 3rd Battalion first saw action at 

Corunna in 1809 and then took part in the Peninsular War, including twice storming the walled city 

of San Sebastian in 1813 in what was probably the hardest fought action in the Regiment's history. 

There followed the Battles of Quatre Bras and Waterloo which cost the battalion 363 casualties out 

of a strength of 624. Two years later it was disbanded; the 4th Battalion having suffered a similar fate 

the previous year. 
 
 

The next ninety years produced a considerable number of moves for both the 1st and the 2nd Battalions 

with action in India and Burma in 1817-31 where the 2nd Battalion was stationed. The Crimean War 

was the next major campaign for the Regiment; it was the last time the 1st and 2nd Battalions fought 

along side each other - the 1st Battalion arriving in time for the Battle of Alma. The Regiment's first 

VC was won by Private Prosser during the Siege of Sevastopol for two acts of heroism. In 1860 the 

2nd Battalion took part in the second Opium War in China. In 1900 the 1st and 3rd Battalions joined 
 

 
 

 

British forces in South Africa for service in the Boer War. Most of the time was spent on mobile 

column work, patrolling and raiding expeditions. For the full  story of The Royal Scots in the Boer 

War read Pontius Pilate's Bodyguard Volume One Chapter 6 
 
 

World War I saw the number of battalions increased to 35 of which 15 served as active front line 

units. More than 100,000 men passed through these battalions, of whom 11,213 were killed and over 

40,000 wounded. Seventy-one Battle Honours and 6 VCs were awarded to the Regiment as well 

as innumerable individual medals. The 7th Battalion suffered a disaster on 22 May 1915 when en 

route to embark at Liverpool for Gallipoli. Early that morning one of the two troop trains carrying 

the Battalion was involved in a crash just north of Gretna in which 216 were killed and a further 220 

injured - still by far the worst ever railway accident in Britain. The active service battalions were 

involved in all areas from the Western Front to the Dardanelles, Macedonia, Egypt and North Russia. 
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Whereas the War in Europe formally ended on 11th November 1918, the 1st Battalion served on in 

Georgia until April 1919 and 2/10th only returned home from the Archangel area in June where they 

had been part of an Allied expeditionary force supporting the White Russians against the Bolsheviks. 
 
 

In 1918 HRH Princess Mary became Colonel-in-Chief, a position she was to hold until her death 

in March 1965. Demobilisation soon reduced the Regiment's strength to peacetime numbers but 

in the years that followed there was little rest from overseas service as the two regular battalions 

moved between Georgia, Ireland (the Troubles), Burma, India, Aden, Egypt, China (Shanghai), the 

North West Frontier and Hong Kong. In 1933 the Regiment celebrated its Tercentenary. With the 

2nd Battalion in India most of the commemorations fell to the 1st Battalion in Aldershot. There were 

two major events. First a parade attended by HM King George V and Queen Mary at Aldershot on 

19 April  during which The King announced the singular honour of the Regiment's pipers wearing 

his personal tartan, the Royal Stuart, as opposed to the Hunting Stuart. The second was to provide a 

Historical Pageant, involving over 400 members of the Battalion, as the centre-piece of The Royal 

Tournament at Olympia that year. The 1st Battalion carried out a one year operational tour against 

Arab nationalists in Palestine throughout 1938 where they lost 15 killed and 42 wounded. For the full 

story of The Royal Scots in the inter-War years 1918 - 39 read Pontius Pilate's Bodyguard Volume 

Two Chapter 8. 
 
 

At the start of World War 2, the 1st Battalion embarked for France as part of the BEF. They fought hard 

and stubbornly throughout the retreat which, for most of the BEF, was to end at Dunkirk. However, 

for the 1st Battalion, forming part of a perimeter defence for the beaches and after a desperate defence 

across the Bethune-Merville road, at Le Paradis, where they suffered appalling losses, many were 

taken prisoner and very few escaped home. The 2nd Battalion, based in Hong Kong, saw action 

when the Japanese attacked in December 1941. Here too, The Royal Scots fought heroically but the 

result was inevitable and the whole Battalion had been killed, wounded or become POW's by the 

time of the surrender of the Colony on Christmas Day 1941. The 1st Battalion was reconstituted after 

Dunkirk and took part in the Arakan campaign in Burma in 1943 and the Battle of Kohima in 1944. 

A new 2nd Battalion (originally the 12th) was formed in May 1942 and served in Italy and Palestine 

whilst the 7th/9th and 8th fought in Europe after D-Day. During WorId War 2, the posthumous award 

of the George Cross to Capt Douglas Ford, for his actions whilst a POW in Hong Kong, was a unique 

distinction within the Regiment. Approximatly 10,000 served as Royal Scots in the War. Fortunately 

the numbers killed or died in WW2 at a total of 1241 were a fraction of those in WW1. Of these 

243 were from 2RS who died or were killed (murdered) as POW's of the Japanese or on the Lisbon 
 

 
 

 

Maru after the loss of Hong Kong. There were, of course, 18 Battalions on active service in WW1 

against only 4 in WW2 (or 6 if  the reconstituted 1 and 2 RS are included). Thankfully tactics were 

very different and medical services available to the wounded, in particular the speed of evacuation, 

considerably more sophisticated. The Regiment was awarded 39 Battle Honours for WW2. 
 
 

In 1949 the two regular battalions amalgamated, the first time since 1686 that the Regiment had been 

without a Second Battalion. After 1945 the Regiment served in many parts of the world, including 
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Germany, Korea, Cyprus, Suez, Aden and Northern Ireland, in the last case on 13 tours, totalling 

some 7 1/2 years, between 1970 and 2002. In 1983 the Regiment celebrated its 350th Anniversary and 

Her Majesty announced the appointment of Her daughter, HRH The Princess Royal, to be Colonel- 

in-Chief. In December 1990 the 1st Battalion deployed to Saudi Arabia as an Armoured Infantry 

battalion to take part in the Gulf War. Later it also served operationally in Bosnia and Iraq. 
 
 

On 28 March 2006, while the 1st Battalion were deployed on operations based at Basra in Iraq, and 

after 373 years of unbroken service to the day since King Charles signed his Warrant to raise Hepburn's 

Regiment, our direct forebears, the Regiment merged with the five other surviving Regular and two 

Territorial Regiments of Scottish Infantry to form The Royal Regiment of Scotland. The 1st Battalion 

was renamed The Royal Scots Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland. On 1 August 2006 that 

Battalion further merged with The King's Own Scottish Borderers Battalion to form The Royal Scots 

Borderers, 1st Battalion The Royal Regiment of Scotland, abbreviated to 1 SCOTS. 
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THE ROYAL  SCOTS (THE ROYAL  REGIMENT) IN  THE 1st WORLD  WAR (WW1)  
 
 

At the outbreak of war The Royal Scots (RS) consisted of two Regular battalions, the 1st, at, or close 

to full  strength of some 1000 all ranks, in India, and the 2nd, needing reinforcement by some 500 

reservists, at Plymouth. The 3rd (Reserve) Regular battalion, the old Militia, based at Glencorse, 

Penicuik, with a greater training commitment than the new (1908) Territorial Force (TF), had the 

role of reinforcing the active service Regular battalions. In addition there were seven TF battalions 

4RS, whose Drill  Hall was at Grindlay Street, opposite the Usher Hall, in Edinburgh, 5RS (Forrest 

Hill),  6RS (Gilmore Place), 7RS (Dalmeny Street, Leith), 8RS (Haddington and Peebles), 9RS 

(Highlanders)(East Claremont Street) and 10 RS (Linlithgow). During the course of the war the 

number of Territorial battalions rose to twenty-two, although that number was not sustained for long, 

and eight 'New Army' battalions and two Garrison battalions were raised. In all a total of thirty-five 

RS battalions served in WW1, more than in any other Scottish Regiment, of which eighteen saw 

active service. A short description of the service of each of the 35 battalions can be found in the 

'WW1 Battalions' essay on the following pages. 
 
 
 

 
 

9th (Highlander) Battalion resting at Leith after mobilisation August 1914 
 
 

The total regular strength of the Regiment on 4 August 1914 would have been around 2000 all ranks 

and that of the seven Territorial battalions probably about 5,000, giving a total Regimental strength 

of some 7,000. 
 
 

By the time of the Armistice on 11 November 1918, over 100,000 men had served with the Regiment. 

Of these 11,213 (Over 10%) had been killed, including, on 22 August 1914, Lieutenant G M Thompson, 

the first British officer to be killed in action in the war when on secondment commanding a small 

force of local troops against German forces in West Africa The number killed equates to roughly 1 in 

10, or 10%, of all Scotsmen, of whatever arm or unit, killed on all the WW1 battlefields. A staggering 

percentage from a single regiment. In addition to those killed, over 40,000 were wounded, making 

a total Royal Scots casualty list of over 50%. For information on how to research the service of a 

particular individual please see the 'Help on Research' section on the Regimental website at www. 

theroyalscots.co.uk 

http://www/


 6   

For those wishing information on any Royal Scot who died in WW1, you can access The Royal Scots 

World War 1 Roll of Honour through the Home page of the website and clicking on the link to: WW1 

Roll of Honour. 
 
 

 
 

Lt G M Thompson 
 
 

Note: There is an interesting comparison between the strength of the Regiment in 1914 and that at the 

time of the merger into The Royal Regiment of Scotland in March 2006. By then The Royal Scots 

had shrunk to one Regular battalion and a single territorial company totalling around 700 all ranks or 

10% of the August 1914 strength in both units and manpower. 
 
 

The Regiment served in every campaign except Italy, Mesopotamia and East and West Africa and 

was awarded 79 Battle Honours. The list of these Honours, and the Battalions who won them, can be 

found in the 'Battle Honours' essay. 
 
 

Six VCs were won. The stories behind these, can be found in the 'Gallantry Awards' essay along with 

the detailed numbers of other gallantry awards won. 
 
 

In late November 1914 Sir George McCrae recruited 1,350 men in just 13 days, including a large 

number of Heart of Midlothian Football Club and other professional footballers from major Scottish 

clubs, to form 16 RS. The story is given at 'The Raising of the 16th Battalion' essay. 
 
 

216 members of the 7th (Leith) Battalion, en route to Liverpool to embark for Gallipoli, were killed 

early in the morning of 22 May 1915, in Britain's worst railway disaster, when a Glasgow bound 

express ploughed into the wreckage of a troop train, which had just crashed into a local train at 

Quintinshill, north of Gretna.  More detail can be found in 'The Quintinshill Train Crash' essay. 
 
 

In spite of the Armistice coming into effect on 11 November 1918, one battalion, 2/10 RS, remained 

on operations against the Bolshevik (Communist) Army in Northern Russia until June 1919 and 1RS 

moved from Salonika in December 1918 to Russian Georgia, where they were deployed until April 

1919. 
 
 

The main Regimental Memorial to WW1 was the formation of The Royal Scots Club, opened on 

10 August 1922, at Abercromby Place, in the heart of Edinburgh's New Town, as a memorial to all 
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those who had fallen, and to provide a meeting place for all ranks who had survived. The Club, the 

last of its kind in Scotland, and based on a broader membership, continues to flourish today. A set 

of Memorial Gates at the entrance to the Regimental Depot at Glencorse Barracks were opened as 

a further memorial on 18 March 1927. No longer forming the entrance to the Barracks, a memorial 

garden has now been incorporated within them. More information on these Memorials is given in the 

'WW1 War Memorials'essey. 
 
 

For those interested in history, we have added eight "essays" to this brief, concentrating on a particular 

action or actions for each of the years 1914 through to 1919 that a battalion or battalions of the 

Regiment were involved in. These are listed below and found in succeeding pages as shown on page 

ii - Contents 
 
 

Å 1914 - 2RS with the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in France 
 

Å 1915 - The Royal Scots Territorials in the Dardenelles Campaign 1915-16 
 

Å 1916 - The Royal Scots 'New Army' battalions in France in 1916 and The Somme 
 

Å 1917 - Operations in Egypt and Palestine 1916-17 and Arras April -May 1917 
 

Å 1915-19 - The 1st Battalion's War and the 2/10th Battalion in Northern Russia 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Royal Scots Regimental Bay. The Scottish National War Memorial Edinburgh Castle. 
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The wording reads: 

AD 1633 

Formed as a Regiment by Sir John Hepburn from Scottish 

Companies serving the French Crown since the 15th Century 

and recruits raised in Scotland under warrant of Charles I 

AD 1635 

Absorbed remnants of Scottish Regiments formerly serving 

Gustavus Adolphus, King of Sweden 

AD 1684 

Granted title of The Royal Regiment of Foot 

AD 1914-19 

35 Battalions served in the Great War - 583 Officers and 

10630 Other Ranks giving their lives for King and Country 

Remember their sacrifices. 
 
 

At the foot are carved the Scottish Royal Coat of Arms flanked by the Fleur de Lys of France and the 

three Crowns of Sweden. 
 
 

The Regimental Museum and Library are located in Edinburgh Castle where we especially welcome 

visitors with links to the Regiment. 
 
 

For a 150 page history of the Regiment in WW1, with maps and photographs, see Pontius Pilate's 

Bodyguard Volume 1 by Lieutenant Colonel Robert Paterson. 
 
 

The Royal Scots Museum, 

The Old  Provost Marshal's House, 

The Castle, 

Edinburgh 

EH1 2YT 
 
 

Tel 0131 310 5015 
 
 

mailto:museum@theroyalscots.co.uk 

mailto:museum@theroyalscots.co.uk
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THE 1st WORLD  WAR BATTALIONS  

 

 
 

Soldiers of the 8th Battalion in France 1915 
 
 

Thirty-five Royal Scots battalions served at various stages during the course of the 1st World War. 

The Regular Army component, consisting of two active service and one reserve battalions, served 

throughout the war. The seven Territorial battalions that were in being at the beginning of the war all 

saw some active service. Furthermore the Territorial units all raised additional battalions for greater 

or lesser periods of service. Eight New Army battalions were raised during the war. Two of these were 

raised as reserve battalions but the remaining six all served on the Western Front. Finally three special 

units were raised, the 19th (Labour) Battalion and the 1st and 2nd Garrison Battalions. 
 
 

1st Battalion (Regular Army)  
 
 

In India at the outbreak of war. Arrived in England in November 1914 and moved to France in 

December. Served on the Western Front until November 1915 when it transferred to Salonika. Served 

in the Balkans for the remainder of the war. Moved to Russian Georgia for operations against the 

Bolshevists in December 1918. Returned to Edinburgh in May 1919. 
 
 

2nd Battalion (Regular Army)  
 
 

At Plymouth at the outbreak of war. Moved to France in August 1914 and served on the Western Front 

throughout the war. Returned to Scotland in 1919. 
 
 

3th (Reserve) Battalion (Regular Army)  
 
 

At Glencorse at the outbreak of war and moved to Weymouth in August 1914. Returned to Glencorse 

in May 1915 where it remained until late 1917 when it moved to Mullingar in Ireland. In May 1919 it 

moved to Maryhill Barracks in Glasgow before the majority of its manpower was subsumed into the 

1st and 2nd Battalions. The Battalion was placed in 'suspended animation' in August 1923. 
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1/4th battalion (Queens Edinburgh  Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Mobilised in Edinburgh in August 1914. Moved to Gallipoli in June 1915. Transferred to Egypt in 

January 1916 and served there, and in Palestine, until April  1918. Served on the Western Front from 

April  1918 until the end of the war. Reduced to cadre strength in March 1919 and returned home in 

May 1919. 
 
 

2/4 th Battalion (Queens Edinburgh Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in September 1914. Served in Penicuik, Peebles, Portobello, Edinburgh and 

Cambusbarron. Moved to Essex with 65 Division in March 1916 and then to Ireland in January 1917. 

Disbanded in July 1918. 
 
 

3/4th Battalion (Queens Edinburgh  Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised in Peebles in May 1915. It spent the next twelve months in Galashiels, Loanhead and Hawick 

training drafts for service overseas. In July 1916 it was absorbed into the new 4th (Reserve) Battalion. 
 
 

4th (Reserve) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised at Stobs Camp, Hawick, in July 1916 by absorbing the 3/4th, 3/5th, 3/6th, 3/7th and 3/8th 

Battalions. Moved to Catterick in September 1916 and absorbed the 3/9th Battalion in July 1917. It 

returned to Scotland in November 1917 and was quartered in Edinburgh, Haddington and Cupar. In 

February it was moved to Glasgow where it disbanded later that year. 
 
 

1/Sth Battalion (Queens Edinburgh Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Mobilised in Edinburgh in August 1914 and initially  employed on coastal defence duties in Scotland. 

Joined 29 Division in March 1915. Took part in the Gallipoli campaign from April to December 1915. 

Moved to Egypt in January 1916 and then to France in March. Amalgamated with the 1/6th Battalion 

in France in July 1916 and served for the remainder of the war as the 5th/6th Battalion. 
 
 

2/Sth Battalion (Queens Edinburgh Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in September 1914. Moved to Peebles in May 1915 and thereafter served at 

Loanhead and then Larbert. Was absorbed into the 2/4th Battalion in November 1916. 
 
 

3/Sth Battalion (Queens Edinburgh Rifles) (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised at Peebles in May 1915 and was stationed in Galashiels, Edinburgh and Hawick. Was absorbed 

by the 4th (Reserve) Battalion in July 1916. 
 
 

1/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Mobilised in Edinburgh in August 1914 and initially  employed on coastal defence duties in Scotland. 
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During 1915 it served at Selkirk, Peebles and Edinburgh before embarking for Alexandria in 

September. Served with the Western Frontier Force in North Afr ica from November 1915 to April 

1916. Sailed from Alexandria to France in May and amalgamated with the 1/5th Battalion in France 

in July 1916. Served for the remainder of the war as the 5th/6th Battalion. 
 
 

2/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in March 1915 and merged with the 2/4th Battalion in November 1915. 
 
 

3/6th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised in Peebles in July 1915 and served at Galashiels and Selkirk before being absorbed by the 4th 

(Reserve) Battalion in July 1916. 
 
 

Sth/6th Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Formed in France in July 1916 from the 1/5th Battalion and the 1/6th Battalion. Served on the Western 

Front for the remainder of the war. Remained in Belgium until the end of January 1919 when it moved 

to Germany. In October 1919 it reduced to cadre strength and then returned home to be disbanded. 
 
 

1/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Mobilised in Leith in August 1914. Moved to Gallipoli in June 1915 (see the separate essay on the 

Gretna Train Crash). Transferred to Egypt in January 1916 and served there, and in Palestine, until 

April  1918. Served on the Western Front from April 1918 until the end of the war. Reduced to cadre 

strength in March 1919 and returned home on May 1919. 
 
 

2/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised in Leith as the 7th (Reserve) Battalion in August 1914 and re-designated as the 2/7th Battalion 

in January 1915. During 1915 the Battalion served as part of the Scottish Coast Defences Brigade. 

Later it moved to quarters in Innerleithen and Walkerburn before joining 65 Division in Larbert in 

November 1915. It moved to Essex in February 1916 from where it despatched drafts for service 

overseas. In January 1917 the Battalion moved to Dublin, then to tented accommodation in County 

Galway and it later transferred to the Curragh. The Battalion was disbanded in early 1918. 
 
 

3/7th Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised at Peebles in June 1915 to receive those members of the 1/7th Battalion who had been injured 

in the Gretna disaster on their return from hospital. The battalion moved to Innerleithen in November 

1915 and then to Stobs Camp, Hawick in May 1916. Shortly afterwards it was absorbed into the new 

4th (Reserve) Battalion. 
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1/Sth Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Mobilised at Haddington in August 1914. Moved to France in November 1914, the first Scottish- 

based Territorial battalion to do so and moved straight to the front, one of only three Territorial units 

considered good enough to be committed immediately to action. Served throughout the war on the 

Western Front, initialy in the 7th Division and then, from August 1915, as the pioneer battalion in 51 

(Highland) Division. Remained in Belgium until March 1919 when it was reduced to cadre strength 

and disbanded the following month in Haddington. 
 
 

2/Sth Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised at Haddinton September 1914. In May 1915 it moved to Peebles and in November, to Falkirk. 

In February 1916 it joined 65 Division and moved to Essex. In January 1917 it transferred to Ireland 

where it was disbanded in the summer of 1917. 
 
 

3/Sth Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised at Peebles in December 1914 where it remained until the summer of 1916, apart from 

November and December 1915 when it was in billets at Prestonpans. Absorbed by the 4th (Reserve) 

Battalion in July 1916. 
 

 
 

 
 

Soldier of the 9th (Highlanders) Battalion 
 
 

1/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Mobilised in Edinburgh in August 1914. Moved to France in February 1915 and served on the Western 

Front for the remainder of the war. Remained in Belgium until May 1919 when it reduced to cadre 

strength and subsequently disbanded. 
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2/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised in September 1914. Stationed at Edinburgh, Kilmarnock, Selkirk and Tillicoultry  before 

moving to Essex in February 1916. Moved to Ireland in the spring of 1917 and was disbanded there 

in July 1918. 
 
 

3/9th (Highlanders) Battalion (Territorial Fo rce) 
 
 

Raised at Peebles in June 1915. Stationed at Selkirk, Stobs Camp, Hawick and Catterick before being 

absorbed into the 4th (Reserve) Battalion in July 1916. 
 
 

1/1Oth (Cyclist) Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Mobilised at Linlithgow in August 1914. Served on coastal defence duties in Scotland until April 

1918 when it moved to Ireland. Demobilisation began in Ireland in the autumn of 1919 and the 

Battalion disbanded at Linlithgow in February 1920. 
 
 

2/1Oth (Cyclist) Battalion (Territorial  Force) 
 
 

Raised at Linlithgow in September 1914. Served on coastal defence duties until June 1918 when it 

moved to Dundalk in Ireland. In July it moved to Aldershot and the following month it sailed for 

Archangel. It served on operations in Northern Russia until June 1919 when it returned to Scotland 

and disbanded. 
 
 

11th Battalion (New Army)  
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in August 1914. Joined 9 (Scottish) Division and moved to France in May 1915. 

Spent the remainder of the war on the Western Front. Moved into Germany after the armistice and 

was reduced to cadre strength at Cologne in November 1919 before being disbanded. 
 
 

12th Battalion (New Army)  
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in August 1914. Joined 9 (Scottish) Division and moved to France in May 1915. 

Spent the remainder of the war on the Western Front. Moved into Germany after the armistice and 

was reduced to cadre strength in April 1919 before being disbanded in the UK in June 1919. 
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12 RS Patrol 1918 
 

 

13th Battalion (New Army)  
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in August 1914. Joined 15 (Scottish) Division and moved to France in July 

1915. Spent the remainder of the war on the Western Front. Remained in Belgium after the armistice. 

Reduced to cadre strength in March 1919 and disbanded in the UK in June 1919. 
 
 

14th (Reserve) Battalion (New Army)  
 
 

Raised at Weymouth in November 1914 as a Service Battalion. Became a reserve Battalion in April 

1915. Was quartered at Stobs Camp, Hawick, Richmond, South Queensferry and Kirkcaldy. In 

February 1916, at Kirkcaldy, it became the 54th Training Reserve Battalion. 
 
 

15th (1st City of Edinburgh) Battalion (New Army) (Cranstonôs Battalion) 
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in September 1914. During 1915 it was stationed at Troon, Ripon and Sutton 

Veny. Moved to France in January 1916 and served on the Western Front from February 1916 onwards. 

Reduced to cadre strength in May 1918 and disbanded in August 1918. 
 
 

16th (2nd City  of Edinburgh)  Battalion (New Army)  (McCrae's Battalion) 
 
 

Rasied in Edinburgh in December 1914. Moved to Ripon in June 1915 then to France in January 1916 

and served on the Western Front from February 1916 onwards. Reduced to cadre strength in May 

1918 and disbanded in August 1918. 
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17th Battalion (New Army) (Roseberyôs Bantams) 
 
 

Raised in Edinburgh in February 1915 as a bantam battalion. During 1915 it was stationed at Glencorse, 

Selkirk and Masham. Moved to France in December 1916 and served on the Western Front for the 

remainder of the war. Remained in Belgium after the armistice and was moved to Calais to help quell 

a mutiny in January 1919. During February and March it was attached to various Labour Groups to 

prevent looting. Reduced to cadre strength in April 1919 and disbanded in the UK shortly afterwards. 
 
 

18th (Reserve) Battalion (New Army)  
 
 

Formed in July 1915. Stationed at Ripon until March 1916 when it moved to Dundee. Shortly 

afterwards re-titled the 77th Training Battalion and disbanded in October 1917. 
 
 

19th (Labour) Battalion (Mixed) 
 
 

Formed at Blairgowrie in April1916 and moved to France the following month. Transferred to the 

Labour Corps in April 1917. 
 
 

1st Garrison Battalion (Mixed) 
 
 

Formed at Edinburgh in August 1915. Moved to Hawick in October 1915 and then to Mudros, and 

Helles, in the Dardanelles. Moved to Egypt in February 1916 and served in Egypt and Cyprus for the 

remainder of the war.  Returned home and disbanded in May 1919. 
 
 

2nd Garrsison Battalion (Mixed) 
 
 

Formed in Leith in August 1916 and a year later it became the 1st Battalion Royal Defence Corps. 
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BATTL E HONOURS 
 

The sheer scale and complexity of the battles of the 1st World War presented new problems over the award 

of Battle Honours. Battles lasted for weeks or months rather than the day or two of earlier actions. The area 

covered and number of troops involved, particularly in the major battles of the Western Front, eclipsed anything 

previously seen. With both the scale and widespread geographical areas of Regimental involvement, the number 

of Battle Honours that could fairly be claimed was obviously going to be too great to be accommodated on 

the Regimental Colour on which all pre-1914 Honours were carried. The solution adopted for the Western 

Front was to award a Battle Honour to cover the major operation and then additional Battle Honours for the 

supporting actions which contributed to the operation. An example is the Second Battle of Ypres in 1915 

which was marked with the Honour Ypres 1915 (to differentiate from Ypres 1914, 1917 and 1918 all of which 

were awarded as separate Honours) with four supporting Honours, Gravenstafel, St Julien, Frezenberg and 

Bellewaarde. A further change was that, for the first time, Battle Honours were awarded for a defeat, thus both 

"Mons" and "Retreat from Mons" appear among those won by the Regiment. Once the list of Battle Honours 

was agreed by the Honours and Distinctions Committee of the War Office, each Regiment was allowed to 

select ten, from the total of those awarded, to be carried on the then King's Colour. These would appear in bold 

type in the Army List with the remaining in ordinary type. 
 
The Regiment was awarded seventy-nine Battle Honours out of a total of one hundred and sixty eight that were 

designated. These covered all the campaigns and battles and the many operational theatres in which the Service 

Battalions of the Regiment served. A Regimental Committee then made recommendations to the War Office 

for the ten that were to be carried on the King's Colour. Of these seven were from the Western Front and three, 

Struma 1918, Gallipoli 1915-16 and Palestine 1917-18 represented the other major operational areas where 

the battalions of the Regiment served The full  list, with the battalions that served there, is shown below. The 

ten Battle Honours subsequently emblazoned on the King's Colour are shown in heavy type and capitals. The 

supporting actions for the main battles have been slightly inset and, where they cover the main battle over a 

number of years such as Ypres 1915, 1917 and 1918 have been placed within the relevant year with the main 

action bracketed for guidance 

 
Battle Honours                Battalion (s) 

 

Mons                                2nd 

LE CATEAU                  2nd 

Retreat from Mons          2nd 

MARNE 1914                 2nd 

MARNE 1918 8th, 9th, 13th (for supporting actions see below) 

Aisne 1914 2nd 

La Bassee 1914               2nd 

Neuve Chapelle               8th 

YPRES 1915                   1st, 9th 

Gravenstafel                    1st, 9th 

St Julien                           1st, 9th 

Frezenburg                       1st, 9th 

Bellewaarde                     1st, 2nd, 9th 

YPRES 1917                   2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th (supporting actions see below) 

YPRES 1918                   11th, 12th, 17th 

Aubers                             8th 

Festubert 1915                 8th 

LOOS                              11th, 12th, 17th 

SOMME 1916                2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th 

Albert 1916, 1918 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th (for 1918 Battalions see below) 

Bazentin 2nd, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th, 17th 

Pozieres                           13th, 15th, 16th 

Flers-Courcelette             13th 

Le Transloy                     11th, 12th, 13th 

Ancre Heights                  5th/6th 

Ancre 1916, 1918            2nd, 5th/6th, 8th, 9th (for 1918 Battalions see below) 

SOMME 1918                2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th (for supporting actions see below) 
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ARRAS 1917 2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th 

Scarpe 1917, 1918 2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th,16th (for 1918 Battalions see below) 

Arleux 2nd, 15th, 16th 

ARRAS 1918 (See Somme 1918 

(Ypres 1917) (See above) 

Pilckem 8th, 9th, 13th 

Langemarck 1917 8th, 9th, 13th 

Menin Road 2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th 

Polygon Wood 2nd 

Poelcappelle 11th, 12th, 17th 

Passchendaele 2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th 

Cambrai 1917 8th, 9th 

(Somme 1918) (See above) 

St Quentin 2nd, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Rosieres 8th, 9th 

Arras 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 13th 

Ancre 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th 

LYS 2nd, 8th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Estaires 2nd, 8th, 15th, 16th 

Messines 1918 11th, 12th 

Hazebrouck 2nd, 8th 

Bailleul 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Kemmel 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Bethune 2nd 

(Marne 1918) (See above) 

Soissonnais-Ourcq 9th, 13th 

Tardenois 8th 

Amiens 5th/6th 

Bapaume 1918 2nd, 5th/6th, 8th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 17th 

Albert 1918 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th 

(Scarpe 1918) 4th, 7th, 8th 

Drocourt-Queant 4th, 7th 

Hindenburg Line 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Canal du Nord 2nd, 4th, 7th 

St Quentin Canal 2nd, 5th/6th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 16th 

Beaurevoir 5th/6th 

(Ypres 1918) (See above) 

Courtrai 11th, 12th, 17th 

Selle 2nd, 8th 

Sambre 5th/6th 

France, Flanders 1914-18 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th/6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th, 16th, 17th 

STRUMA 1st 

Macedonia 1915-18 1st 

Helles 4th, 5th, 7th 

Landing at Helles 5th 

Krithia 4th/7th, 5th 

Suvla 5th 

Scimitar Hill 5th 

GALLIPOLI 1915 -16 4th, 5th, 7th 

Romani 4th, 7th 

Egypt 1915-16 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

Gaza 4th, 7th 

El Mughar 4th, 7th 

Nebi Samwil 4th, 7th 

Jaffa 4th, 7th 

PALESTINE 1917-18 4th, 7th 

Archangel 1918-19 2/10tht 
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GALLANT RY AWARDS WON BY ROYAL SCOTS IN WW1 
 
 
During the war six members of the Regiment were awarded the Victoria Cross, and one to Lance 
Corporal William Angus 8th Battalion The Highland Light Infantry, whilst attached to 8RS, all of 
them for actions in France. Their details, and the actions for which they were awarded the VC, are 
given below. 

 
 
In addition to those awarded the VC, 32 Royal Scots were awarded the Distinguished Service Order 
(DSO) of which three were awarded bars (a 'bar' is a second or further award of the same medal, 
but for different actions) and one, Lieutenant Colonel J A Fraser of the 5/6th Battalion, two bars; 217 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), including five with a bar; 158 the Military  Cross (MC) 
including 13 with a bar and one, Captain J A Edwards of the 10th Battalion, two bars; and 337 the 
Military Medal of which 11, including Pte McIver VC, won bars. 

 
 
 

 
 

Private H.H. Robson, 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots 
 
 
Private Henry Robson, a native of South Shields, County Durham, was a Regular soldier who joined 
the 2nd Battalion in 1912 and moved with them to France on the outbreak of war. His citation records 
the detail of his action as: 

 
 
"For most conspicuous bravery near Kemmel on the 14 December 1914, during an attack on the 
German position, when he left his trench under a very heavy fire and rescued a wounded non- 
commissioned officer, and subsequently for making an attempt to bring another wounded man into 
cover, whilst exposed to severe fire. In this attempt he was at once wounded, but persevered in his 
efforts, until being rendered helpless by being shot for a second time." 

 
 
After recovering from his wounds Robson returned to the Battalion. He was again severely wounded, 
still with the 2nd Battalion, at Serres-en-Ancre on 13 November 1916. He recovered again but never 
returned to the Front and later served in the Labour Corps. After the war he went back to the Merchant 
Navy, in which he had served before enlisting.  In 1923, after being signed off, he sold his Victoria 
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Cross for £80 to pay for his passage to Canada where he became a tram (streetcar) conductor. In 1934 
he entered the civil  service, working in the Parliament Buildings in Ontario. He rose to Sergeant at 
Arms of the Ontario Legislature and then information clerk showing visitors around the Parliament 
buildings. He died in Toronto, Canada in 1964, aged 69 and is buried in the Military Section of York 
Cemetery in Toronto. 

 

 

 
 

Lance Corporal William Angus, 8th Battalion The Highland Light Infantry attached 8th Battalion 
The Royal Scots 

 
 

Lance Corporal Angus's Citation reads: 
 
 
"For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty at Givenchy on 12 June 1915, in voluntarily 
leaving his trench under heavy bomb and rifle fire, and rescuing a wounded officer who was lying 
within a few yards of the enemy's position." 

 
 
Lance Corporal Angus, although born in Armadale, West Lothian, came from Carluke in Lanarkshire, 
and was a pre-war Territorial serving with 8th Battalion The Highland Light Infantry. An officer in 
the same Company, and also from Carluke, was Lieutenant Martin. The 8th Battalion, Highland Light 
Infantry was broken up in December 1914 and its Companies attached to other Lowland Territorial 
Battalions to bring them up to strength for overseas service. One company went to the 7th Battalion 
The Royal Scots and a second, Angus and Martin's, to the 8th Battalion. 

 
 
Lieutenant Martin had been wounded in a night trench raid on 11-12 June and, despite searches, could 
not be found. As dawn broke he was seen lying, half buried under loose earth, immediately below the 
German parapet some 70 yards away. The whole company volunteered to rush the German trench 
at dusk to rescue the officer but it was realised that, lying without water under the boiling sun, the 
officer would probably be dead by then. The Commanding Officer agreed at midday that one man 
could attempt a rescue and Lance Corporal Angus was chosen from a number of volunteers. At 2pm 
he left his trench, under heavy covering fire, and reached Lieutenant Martin unobserved and got him 
out of the loose earth. Angus, it was reported, then propped Lieutenant Martin up against the German 
parapet and proceeded to give him a swig of brandy from a flask that he had carried with him! The 
Germans realised what was going on and let fly  with "bombs" (hand grenades).  Angus, supporting 
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Martin, then dashed back to the Battalion's trenches but was wounded no less than 40 times en 
route. Amazingly he made it, with Lieutenant Martin, to safety. Lance Corporal Angus, who had 
been warned when he volunteered to carry out the rescue that "its certain death, lad" was awarded 
the Victoria Cross, the first Scottish Territorial to win the award. Both Lance Corporal Angus and 
Lieutenant Martin survived the War with the former dying in Carluke, where a road is named after 
him, in June 1959, aged 71 

 
 

 
 

Private R Dunsire 13th Battalion The Royal Scots 
 
 
Private Robert Dunsire was born at Buckhaven, Fife in 1891. The family moved to Kirkcaldy where 
he became a miner. He enlisted in January 1915 and, after training, was posted to the 13th Battalion. 

 
 

He was awarded his Victoria Cross 
 
 
"For most conspicuous bravery on Hill 70 on 26th September 1915. Private Dunsire went out under 
very heavy fire and rescued a wounded man from between the firing-lines. Later, when another man 
considerably nearer the German lines was heard shouting for help, he crawled out again with utter 
disregard to the enemy's fire, and carried him in also. Shortly afterwards the Germans attacked over 
this ground." 

 
 
Private Dunsire emerged unscathed from both these rescues but, by then a Corporal, was mortally 
wounded in a trench mortar attack whilst in the trenches at Hulluch in the Loos sector on 31 January 
1916.  He is buried at Mazingarbe Communal Cemetery in France. 
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Captain H Reynolds, MC, 12th Battalion The Royal Scots 
 
 
Captain Henry Reynolds was born in Northamptonshire. There is some confusion over the actual 
year, and dates vary from 1879 to 1882. He was, however, already approaching his mid-thirties, 
and married when he joined the Northamptonshire Yeomanry in October 1914. Commissioned into 
the 14th (Reserve) Battalion The Royal Scots in July 1915, he was posted to France in August 1916. 
Promoted Lieutenant in May 1917, and to Captain in July, he was awarded the Military  Cross "for a 
series of actions on 12 April  1917, which meant being under artillery, machine gun and rifle fire for 
a considerable time".  His award of the Victoria Cross was gazetted on 8 November 1917 and read: 

 
 
"Henry Reynolds MC, Temporary Captain, 12th Battn Royal Scots. For most conspicuous bravery 
when his company, in attack and approaching their final objective, suffered heavy casualties from 
enemy machine guns and from an enemy 'pill -box' which had been passed by the first wave. Capt 
Reynolds reorganised his men who were scattered, and then proceeded alone by rushes from shell- 
hole to shell-hole, all the time being under heavy machine-gun fire. When near the 'pill -box' he 
threw a grenade, intending that it should go inside but they enemy had blocked the entrance. He then 
crawled to the entrance and forced a phosphorous grenade inside. This set the place on fire and caused 
the death of three of the enemy, while the remainder, seven or eight, surrendered with two machine 
guns. Afterwards, though wounded, he continued to lead his company against another objective, 
and captured it, taking seventy prisoners and two more machine guns. During the whole attack the 
company was under heavy machine-gun fire from the flanks, but, despite this, Capt Reynolds kept 
complete control of his men." 

 
 
Captain Reynolds was later recommended for a Regular Commission by his Commanding Officer as 
follows: 

 
 

"Capt H Reynolds served under my command in France during the greater part of 1917. 
 
 
He is one of the most capable and conscientious officers that I have ever had under my command; he 
is attentive to every detail in connection with his company; has a sound knowledge of training and 
interior economy, and his company was always clean, smart, well turned-out, thoroughly trained and 
efficient, and always willing  and ready to take part in any action. 
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Capt Reynolds is a physically powerful man, capable of standing any amount of strain, and his unusual 
sense of duty was so pronounced that in action he was invaluable. 

 
 
He was awarded the Victoria Cross for a series of actions on 20 Sept 1917, at Zonnenbeke, every one 
of which meant facing a terrible fire for a considerable period, and the Military  Cross for a similar 
series on 12 April 1917. 

 
 
I can confidently recommend him for a commission in the Regular Army and suggest that a special 
preference be given to him, so that his commission may be dated back as early as possible. 

 
 

(Signed) "J A S Ritson Lieut-

Colonel 

12th Battn The Royal Scots 

7 March 1919" 

He transferred to the 2nd Bn The Loyal Regiment in 1920 and retired from the Army in 1927. In 
1930, he became Superintendant and Steward at the Sir Frederick Milner Home, Beckenham, Kent. 
He remained there until his death at Carshalton, Surrey in March 1948 And is buried at St Giles's 
Churchyard, Ashtead, Surrey. His son Lieutenant Thomas Reynolds, also served in the Regiment but 
was killed in a traffic accident at Quetta, in India, in 1931 while with the 2nd Battalion. 
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Private H McIver, MM and Bar, 2nd Battalion The Royal Scots 
 
 
Private Hugh McIver was born at Linwood in Renfrewshire on 21 June 1890. He worked as a miner 
before joining the Army on 18 August 1914. He was posted to the 2nd Battalion in France on 11 May 
1915. He won the Military  Medal on the Somme for actions on 14 July 1916 and a bar to it, for daring 
and initiative during daylight patrols in enemy lines, on 1 July 1918. The citation for his Victoria 
Cross recorded: 

 
 
"Hugh McIver, No 12311, Private, late 2nd Battn The Royal Scots. For most conspicuous bravery 
and devotion to duty when employed as a company-runner east of Courcelles-le-Comte on 23 August 
1918. In spite of heavy artillery and machine-gun fire, he carried messages regardless of his own 
safety. Single-handed, he pursued an enemy scout into a machine-gun post, and having killed six 
of the garrison, captured twenty prisoners with two machine guns. This gallant action enabled the 
company to advance unchecked. Later, he succeeded at great personal risk in stopping the fire of a 
British tank which was directed in error against our own troops at close range. By this very gallant 
action Private McIver undoubtedly saved many lives." 

 
 
McIver was killed in action 10 days later on 2 September. His Company Commander wrote to his 
mother a few days later: 

 
 

"2nd Battn The Royal Scots, 

8 Sep 1918 

My Dear Mrs McIver 
 
 
I am writing these few lines to you to try and express, both on my own behalf and also for the men of 
my company, our greatest sympathy for you in the loss of your son Hugh in the recent fighting. 

 
 

It came as a great blow to me, as he was my personal orderly, and he was quite close to me when he 
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was killed. We were going up a hill, attacking some machine guns, when he was killed by a bullet, 
and it may soften your blow a little to know he never felt it. 

 
 
It is only about ten days since I recommended him for the Victoria Cross, and it is quite likely that it 
will  be awarded to you, and if  ever a man deserved the VC, Hugh did, as he was one of the best and 
bravest boys in the battalion; in fact, the bravest I have ever known. 

 
 
I am sending on to you his Military  Medal and rose, which I cut off his breast for you. His other 
personal effects will  follow later. 

 
 
I can only say, Mrs McIver, that your son died a hero's death, and he has left a record in the battalion 
second to none. Again, expressing my deepest sympathy to you and yours, 

 
 

I am 
 
 

Yours very sincerely 
 
 

(Signed) ALICK GORDON, Capt 

Officer Commanding, C Company 

2nd Battn The Royal Scots" 

His parents received his Victoria Cross from King George V at Buckingham Palace on 13 February 
1919. McIver is buried at Vraucourt Copse British Military Cemetery, North East of Bapaume. 
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Corporal R E Elcock, MM, 11th Battalion The Royal Scots 
 
 
Corporal Roland Elcock was born at Wolverhampton on 5 June 1899. He enlisted underage in the 
South Staffordshire Regiment and was posted to France on 28 June 1915 just after his sixteenth 
birthday. When it was discovered that he was underage he was sent home and discharged. He was 
employed with Wolverhampton Corporation Electricity Works and re-enlisted, into The Royal Scots, 
on his eighteenth birthday in June 1917. Before he was 19 he had won the Military Medal and been 
promoted to Corporal. The citation for the action in which he won the Victoria Cross read as follows: 

 
 
"For most conspicuous bravery and initiative, south-east of Cappelle St Catherine on 15th October 
1918, when in charge of a Lewis gun team. Entirely on his own initiative, Corporal Elcock rushed his 
gun up to within ten yards of enemy guns, which were causing heavy casualties and holding up the 
advance. He put both guns out of action, captured five prisoners and undoubtedly saved the whole 
attack from being held up. Later, near the River Lys, this NCO again attacked an enemy machine-gun 
and captured the crew. His behaviour throughout the day was absolutely fearless." 

 
 
His Victoria Cross was presented, along with Pte McIver's, at Buckingham Palace on 13 February 
1919. After the war he was re-employed by Wolverhampton Corporation Electricity Department. He 
later went to India in the Posts and Telegraph Service working in Upper Burma as divisional engineer 
and then, on promotion, to be Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs on the North-West Frontier. 
He joined the Indian Army on the outbreak of the Second World War in the rank of Major but, as he 
was about to be posted overseas, he became ill.  He never recovered and died at Dehra Dun, where he 
is buried, on 6 October 1944. His grandson, Private Christopher Owens, served with the 1st Battalion 
in the Gulf War in 1991. 
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Lieutenant D S McGregor, 6th Battalion The Royal Scots, attached Machine Gun Corps 
 
 
Lieutenant David McGregor was born in Edinburgh on 16 October 1895. Educated at George Watson's 
and George Heriot's he was an apprentice of the Commercial Bank of Scotland and had joined the 
Midlothian Royal Field Artillery (Territorial Force) in 1913. When war broke out he volunteered for 
overseas service and was commissioned into the 6th Battalion in 1915. He was posted to Egypt in 
May 1916 from where he was immediately transferred to France with the Battalion. He served on the 
Somme during the summer of 1916 before volunteering for machine-gun work. After training he was 
posted to the 29th Battalion of the Machine Gun Corps with whom he was serving when he won his 
posthumous Victoria Cross. His citation records: 

 
 
"David Stuart McGregor, Lieut, late 6th Battn Royal Scots (Territorial Force) and 29th Battn Machine 
Gun Corps. For the most conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty near Hoogmolen on 22 Oct 1918, 
when in command of a section of machine guns attached to the right flank platoon of the assaulting 
battalion. In the assembly position he concealed his guns on a limber under the bank of a sunken road. 
Immediately the troops advanced at zero they were subjected to intense enfilade machine-gun fire 
from Hill  66 on the right flank. Lieut McGregor fearlessly went forward into the open to locate the 
enemy guns, and having done so, realised that it was impossible to get his guns carried forward either 
by pack or by hand without great delay, as the ground was absolutely bare and swept by a hail of 
bullets. Ordering the team to follow by a more covered route, he went to the limber, got on to it, and, 
lying flat, told the driver to leave cover and gallop forward. This the driver did, galloping down about 
six hundred yards of absolutely open road under the heaviest machine-gun fire into cover beyond. The 
driver, horses and limber were all hit, but Lieut McGregor succeeded in getting the guns into action, 
effectively engaging the enemy, subduing their fire and enabling the advance to be resumed. With the 
utmost gallantry he continued to expose himself in order to direct and control the fire of his guns, 
until, about an hour later, this very gallant officer was killed whilst observing fire effect for the Trench 
Mortar Battery. His great gallantry and supreme devotion to duty were the admiration of all ranks, 
and especially the officers and men of the 1st Border Regt, who witnessed this extraordinary action." 

 
 
Lieutenant McGregor is buried in Staceghem Communal Cemetery, Harlebeke, Belgium. His parents 
received his Victoria Cross from King George V at Buckingham Palace on 15 February 1919. 
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THE RAISING OF  16th BATTALION  THE ROYAL  SCOTS (McCRAE'S) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sir George McCrae, born in Aberdeen, was a self made Edinburgh business man, who made his mark 

in the drapery trade. He became a member of Edinburgh Council in 1889. He was the City Treasurer 

and Chairman of the Finance Committee from 1891-1899 and also served as a Justice of the Peace. In 

1899 the sitting MP for Edinburgh East died leading to a by-election. George McCrae was selected as 

the Liberal candidate and held the seat for that party. In 1909, after a successful career as an MP, he 

resigned from the House of Commons to take up a senior position in Scottish government service as 

Vice-President of the Local Government Board. 
 
 

George McCrae had always wanted to be a soldier, but ambition was in direct competition with his 

growing success in business. In parallel with his civic and parliamentary life he played a prominent 

role in the City's Volunteer and, from 1908, Territorial Force. At the age of 18, he had joined the 

3rd Edinburgh Rifle Volunteers as a Private. The Battalion was re-titled the 4th and, later, the 6th 

Battalion The Royal Scots, under both of which names McCrae, now a Lieutenant Colonel, proved 

to be a highly successful and popular Commanding Officer. He was closely consulted, both as an MP 

and a senior Volunteer Officer, by Richard (later Lord) Haldane over the creation of the Territorial 

Force following the failings highlighted in the Boer War. For his services to Volunteering and to 

Edinburgh he was knighted in 1908. In June 1913, six months before his wife's death from cancer, 

and by now a full Colonel, he resigned from command. 
 
 

On 5 August 1914, the day after the Declaration of War, Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, who happened 

to be the Honorary Colonel of 6RS - McCrae's old battalion - was appointed Secretary of State for 

War. He immediately set about expanding the Army with an initi al call for 100,000 volunteers to form 

the first of his 'New Armies'. For The Royal Scots this led to the raising of three Service Battalions, 

the 11th, 12th and 13th all by the end of August. 
 
 

The first days of the war, as the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) mobilised and moved to France, 

coincided with the opening of the Scottish football season. A number of Clubs had argued for delay, and 
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even abandonment, until the position was clearer, but the majority voted to continue while providing 

recruiting facilities at their grounds. This view was supported in a statement from the War Office at 

the end of August ahead of the start of the English season. By this time, however, the BEF was in 

full  retreat from Mons and had suffered very considerable casualties. A vociferous campaign began 

against the continuance of professional football at such a time of national crisis and, in particular, 

the fact that the players themselves were not leading the campaign by volunteering to serve. In mid- 

November the War Office finally changed its position in a letter published in The Glasgow Herald 

in which Harold Tennant the Under-Secretary for War, was quoted as saying 'No objection is taken 

to occasional recreation. It is considered, however, that (league) football does not come within that 

category. It is much more desirable that professional footballers should find employment in His 

Majesty's forces than in their old occupation'. The die was cast, football was definitely on the back 

foot and the 'stoppers' as they were called stepped up their campaign for the game at that level to be 

cancelled and conscription be brought in. Enter Sir George McCrae. 
 
 

From soon after the declaration of war Sir George had been heavily  involved as Scottish chairman 

of The Prince of Wales's Fund for the relief of Wartime Distress. Three of his sons were serving, one 

as a Company Commander in 6RS, but he was conspicuous in not becoming directly involved in 

recruitment. Early in November, with increasingly bad news coming back from France, Sir George 

wrote a personal letter to his old friend Harold Tennant offering to raise a battalion, provided he 

was allowed to lead it in the field and to share the risks of those who volunteered to join him. On 

17 November he received approval for his proposal and was reappointed to the rank of Colonel. 

A keen supporter and Director of Heart of Midlothian, one of the two major Edinburgh football 

clubs and known to everyone as Hearts, Sir George realised that, if  he could get some players to 

join his battalion 'such a happening would ensure a mighty following and a quick formation of the 

unit'. Having secured the names of 11 players, six from the first and five from the second team, he 

announced on 24 November that formal recruiting would start with a grand meeting in the Usher Hall 

at the west end of Edinburgh on the evening of Friday 27th November. After hearing from a number 

of speakers, and the unanimous passing of motions supporting recruiting and, in particular, that for 

Sir George's proposed Active Service Battalion of The Royal Scots, Sir George himself rose to speak 

saying: 
 
 

'This is not a night for titles: I stand before you humbly as a fellow Scot, nothing more and nothing 

less. You know I don't speak easily of crisis. But that is what confronts us. I have received permission 

from the War Office to raise a new battalion for active service. It is my intention that this unit will 

be characterised by such a spirit of simple excellence that the rest of Lord Kitchener's army will  be 

judged by our standard. Furthermore, with the agreement of the authorities, I have undertaken to lead 

the battalion in the field. I would not - I could not - ask you to serve unless I share the danger at your 

side. In a moment I will  walk down to Castle Street (the local recruiting office) and set my name to 

the list of volunteers. Who will  join me?' 
 
 

With that he strode from the Hall and down to the Recruiting Office followed by most of those in 

the Hall. By midnight nearly 300 had enlisted. Within seven days, over 800 men had signed up for 

what would become 16RS but was always better known as McCrae's Battalion. That Saturday they 

paraded behind Sir George, still in civilian clothes, around Tynecastle, the Hearts ground, at half- 

time in the local derby match against the other major Edinburgh team, Hibernian or Hibs. By the 

following Saturday, when the Battalion paraded through the City en route to George Heriot's School 

which was to be their initial barracks and training base, the total had risen to over 1350 including a 

strong contingent of professional and amateur footballers and other sportsmen. A total of at least 30 

professional footballers are listed as having joined. These included, in addition to the original 11 plus, 
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now, two further professionals from Hearts, taking the total to thirteen, seven from Raith Rovers, 

six from Falkirk, two from Dunfermline Athletic and one from Hibs. Seventy-five football clubs are 

listed as having contributed members to 16 RS by December 1914. 
 
 

The campaign to cancel all football matches fell away although Cup games and international matches 

were abandoned. Many professional footballers enlisted, and many were killed in the service of their 

King and Country, including five killed and five wounded of the original 13 from Hearts. The Battalion 

moved to France in January 1916 and, still under the command of Sir George, were committed into 

their first major battle at Contalmaison, on the Somme, on 1 July, where, fighting alongside their sister 

battalion, 15RS, they were the only units in 34 Division to achieve their initial objective - but at a 

terrible cost of 472 killed, wounded or missing over only three days. 
 
 

Note: The above information is drawn from the excellent 'McCrae's Battalion - The Story of the 

16th Royal Scots' by Jack Alexander. The book is available from Amazon and provides, for those 

interested, much fuller background to the raising of 16RS and then its subsequent Service. 
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THE QUINTINSHIL L (GRETNA) TRAI N CRASH ï 22 MAY 1915 
 
 

At 6.49 am on Saturday 22 May 1915 a Liverpool-bound troop-train carrying half (498 all ranks) of 

the 7th (Leith) Battalion, The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) (7RS) collided head on with a local 

passenger train, which had been 'parked', facing north, on the south-bound main line at Quintinshill, 

just North of Gretna, to allow a following express to overtake it. Normally the local train would have 

been held in one of the loops at Quintinshill, but both of these were already occupied by goods trains. 

The troop train overturned, mostly onto the neighbouring north-bound mainline track and, a minute 

later, the Glasgow-bound express ploughed into the wreckage causing it to burst into flame. The 

ferocity of the fire, and consequent difficulty  of rescuing those trapped in the overturned and mangled 

carriages, was compounded by the fact that most of the carriages were very old, made of wood and lit 

by gas contained in a tank beneath them. Between the crash and the fire a total of 216 all ranks of 7RS 

and 12 others (see Note 1), mostly from the express but including the driver and fireman on the troop- 

train, died in, or as an immediate result of what was, and remains, Britain's worst railway disaster. 
 
 

 
 

An artistôs impression of the crash as the Glasgow-bound express is about to hit the engine of the 

troop train 
 
 

7RS, a Territorial battalion recruited mostly from Leith, then a separate Burgh from Edinburgh, 

had been mobilised at the start of The Great War and then employed on Coastal Defence duties 

on the Forth until April  1915 when they moved to Larbert, near Falkirk, to concentrate with 52nd 

Lowland Division before deploying to France. At the last moment orders were received changing 

the Division's deployment to Gallipoli. The Battalion was meant to leave Larbert on 21 May to 

board the troopship Aquitania in Liverpool, but she ran aground in the Mersey and the move was 

delayed twenty-four hours. At 3.45am on Saturday 22 May the first train left Larbert Station carrying 

Battalion Headquarters, A and D Companies. The accident happened at 6.49 a.m. The reaction to the 

accident was swift and spontaneous. 
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'The survivors at once got to work to help their stricken comrades and soon the whole neighbourhood 

was alarmed, and motor cars from near and far hastened to the spot with medical and other help. The 

kindness shown on all hands will  never be forgotten, especially by the people from the surrounding area 

and Carlisle who gave such valuable assistance to the injured. Their hospitals were soon overflowing, 

but all who needed attention were quickly made as comfortable as possible. Their Majesties The King 

and Queen early sent their sympathy and gifts to the hospitals.' 
 
 

Of the half-battalion on the train only sixty-two survived unscathed. These survivors, including the 

Commanding Officer, continued to Liverpool where six officers embarked, and sailed on the Sunday 

on HMT Empress of Britain with the second half of the Battalion, while one officer and the 55 NCO 

and soldier survivors were sent back to Edinburgh. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Roll Call of the 62 survivors at Quintinshill being taken by the CO Lt Col Peebles 
 
 

It was a devastating blow to the Battalion and to the whole population of Leith - it was said that 

there was not a family in the town untouched by the tragedy (see Note 2), probably made worse by 

the fact that, out of the 216 who died in the disaster, or soon afterwards from their injuries, only 83 

were ever identified. The remaining 133 bodies could not be identified or were, literally, cremated 

within the firestorm of the wreckage. On Sunday 23rd 107 coffins were taken back to Edinburgh 

and were placed in the Battalion's Drill  Hall in Dalmeny Street, off Leith Walk. On the afternoon of 

Monday 24th May, 101 of these were taken in procession for burial in a mass grave that had been dug 

in Rosebank Cemetery, Pilrig  Street, about a mile from the Drill Hall. 'The route was lined by 3,150 

soldiers [by comparison, the total figure on parade for Her Majesty's Birthday Parade in London in 

2013 was given as 1,000, including street liners], thousands of citizens stood shoulder to shoulder on 

the pavement; shops were closed, blinds drawn, and the traffic stopped.' 
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The Funeral Procession to Rosebank Cemetary 
 
 

A Board of Inquiry, convened three days after the crash, found a number of serious failings in 

procedure which, when combined, led to the disaster. The worst of these was the failure of the two 

signalmen on duty in the Quintinshill Box, now demolished, but which then immediately overlooked 

the crash site, to alert the troop-train to the local passenger train waiting in its path. Both signalmen 

were subsequently charged, appeared before the High Court in Edinburgh on 24 September, found 

guilty of culpable homicide and sentenced to periods of imprisonment, one of them with hard labour. 
 
 

Very soon after the crash it was decided to raise a memorial, paid for by public subscription, alongside 

the communal grave in Rosebank Cemetery. The Memorial, unveiled by the Earl of Rosebery, Honorary 

Colonel of the Battalion, on 12 May 1916, takes the form of a Celtic cross, standing 15ft 6ins, made 

from Peterhead granite with an inscription and an explanatory plaque to the front and shields, bearing 

the Regimental Badge and Leith Burgh Coat-of-Arms, one on each side. On either side to the rear, 

against the Cemetery wall, are tablets each with five bronze plaques. On these plaques are the names 

of 214 who died in, or immediately after the disaster, arranged by rank, and in alphabetical order. 

These include the name of Sgt James Anderson, who died in September 1917 having never recovered 

from his injuries and was added later. For some unknown reason the name of Pte George Garrie 

was missed out on the plaques although he appeared on all the lists, including those of the plaques, 

published later. His name, together with that of Pte William S Paterson, who was also missed out, is 

to be added on a separate plaque in 2015, bringing the final offi cial total of 7RS killed in, or as a direct 

result of the crash, to 216. Although funded by public subscription, the Memorial has been adopted 

by The Commonwealth War Graves Commission who maintain it, and the grave area, superbly. Every 

year, on the Saturday closest to 22 May the Regimental Association, supported by local organisations, 

hold a Memorial Service and wreath laying at the Memorial. In 2015 major commemorations took 

place at Gretna on 22 May and at Rosebank Cemetery on the 23rd, both in the presence of HRH The 

Princess Royal, the Patron of The Association. 
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The memorial at Rosebank Cemetery 
 
 

Notes. 
 

1. The names of the dead are listed in this updated Roll. The 12 non-Royal Scots dead, in addition to 

the two crew of the troop-train, are, from the Glasgow-bound express, listed as two RN officers, three 

officers from 9th Battalion The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, two civilians and a sleeping car 

attendant, together with a mother and her baby son on the local train. 
 
 

2. As a result of the Haldane Reforms of 1908 the Territorial Force (TF) was created from the old 

Volunteer and Yeomanry units. This led to five Royal Scots Territorial Battalions, the 4th,5th,6th, 7th 

and 9th(Highlanders) Battalions being based in and recruiting from different areas, and often different 

trades and similar groupings, across Edinburgh and Leith. The 7th Battalion, with their Drill  Hall 

in Dalmeny Street, just within the then Burgh of Leith, drew nearly all its recruits from that Burgh, 

Portobello and, a sizeable number, concentrated in A Company, from neighbouring Musselburgh. 

This very local recruiting had not altered much by 1915 although the Battalion had been reinforced 

to War establishment for deployment overseas by a Company from 8th Battalion The Highland Light 

Infantry, drawn mostly from the Lanark area, two of whom were killed. Within the Battalion roll of 

those involved in the crash are listed a few men from the Lothians and from Fife and one, Pte John 

Fyfe, who was killed, from Lima, New York, USA. 
 
 

For fuller details on the disaster see "The Quintinshill Conspiracy" by Jack Richards and Adrian 

Searle published by Pen and Sword Transport in 2013 (ISBN 978 1 78159 099 7), and "The Ill -Fated 

Battalion" by Peter Sain Ley Berry published by ECW Press in 2013 (ISBN 978 1 84914 414 8) 
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WW1 WAR MEMORIALS  
 
 
 
 

 
The Royal Scots War Memorial Club  

 

 

 
 

 
 

At the end of the War there was considerable discussion about how the sacrifice of those who had 

fallen while serving with the Regiment should be commemorated. The lead in these talks was taken 

by Colonel Lord Henry Scott, the fourth son of the sixth Duke of Buccleuch, and Honorary Colonel 

of 3RS. He suggested that any Memorial should take the form of something more useful than just a 

Monument. In particular it should exist to honour the fallen while maintaining the comradeship that 

had bound them and their comrades of all ranks together as they shared the horrors of war, wherever 

they served. 
 
 

At a meeting in Edinburgh on 11 March 1919, attended by representatives from across the ranks of the 

RS active wartime battalions, it was agreed that the Memorial should take the form of an 'all ranks' 

Club to be situated in the heart of Edinburgh. Looking back from today it is difficult  to appreciate 

the significance of such a proposal, almost a social experiment, which, in spite of the considerable 

advance of egalitarianism as a result of the War, ignored the much more rigid class structure that still 

existed at that time. The fact that the proposal came from the son of one of Scotland's premier Dukes 

probably helped! The aims of the Club were to provide a tribute to those who had fallen in the Great 

War; to act as a rallying place for all Royal Scots past, present and future; and as a centre from which 

all schemes for the benefit of The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) could be worked. 
 
 

Fund raising started immediately and, as a temporary home, a large hut, and its contents, standing in 

St Andrew's Square and which had been the American YMCA, was purchased, and opened for all 

Royal Scots in the autumn of 1919. The search for a permanent and substantial home continued and, 

in November 1920, Nos 30 and 31 Abercromby Place, in the heart of the Edinburgh New Town, were 

purchased at the very reasonable price of £5,460 19s 6d (£5,460.98 today). After extensive renovations 

and alterations, the new premises were occupied on 27 February 1922 before being officially opened 

by HRH The Princess Mary, Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment, on 10 August 1922. At that time, 

apart from normal club facilities covering bars, sitting areas, library, dining room and kitchen etc, 
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there were also ten bedrooms, two, later three, billiard rooms and a theatre area where reunions and 

concerts could be held. In 1929 the Club was extended with the purchase of No 29 adding a further 

eleven bedrooms as well as other facilities. 
 
 

The Club has had its ups and downs over the years but, following a major refurbishment in recent 

years, it is now a thoroughly modern Club offering 25 bedrooms and excellent facilities for guests, 

social events and business meetings. Membership has been broadened and reciprocal arrangements 

exist with over 230 similar Clubs both within the United Kingdom and right across the world. The 

Royal Scots Club remains, however, first and foremost, a living Memorial to those Royal Scots who 

made the supreme sacrifice for their Sovereign and Country since 1914. 
 
 

In March 2019 the Club celebrated the Centenary of its founding with a number of commemorative 

events including the launch by their Patron, HRH The Princess Royal, of the story of the Club "Not 

for Glory nor Riches" written by Roddy Martine. Copies are available from the Club. 
 
 

Further information can be found in "A History of The Royal Scots Club (War Memorial)" written by 

Duncan McDougall, published in 1999, but now out of print. 
 
 

For full details of the Club today visit its website at http://www.royalscotsclub.com 
 
 

The Glencorse Memorial Gates 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Memorial Gates 1927 
 
 

A rather more conventional Memorial exists in the form of the Memorial Gates erected at the then 

entrance to former Regimental Depot at Glencorse Barracks, Penicuik, some ten miles to the south of 

Edinburgh. The Memorial combines traditional Scottish stone-work, with materials from Craigleith 

and Craigmillar quarries in Edinburgh, Caithness slate roofing and wrought iron gates bearing, in 

bronze, an enlarged reproduction of the cap badge worn in 1878. The Memorial bears the following 

inscription: 'To the Glorious Memory of those Royal Scots who faithful unto death gave their Lives 

for King and Country in the Great War 1914-1918'. When opening the Memorial on 18 March1927, 

http://www.royalscotsclub.com/
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HRH The Princess Mary had this message for the Regiment. 
 
 

May all who pass in on their career learn how best to devote themselves to the service of their country 

and remember the deeds done in the Great War by those Royal Scots whose fame is commemorated 

by these Gates. 
 
 

Glencorse ceased to be the Regimental Depot in 1959 when, over three years, it was rebuilt to become 

first, in 1963, the Depot of The Lowland Brigade, then of The Scottish Division and, later, The 

Scottish and King's Divisions. It closed again in 2004 and went through a major rebuild to convert 

it into a modern barracks, now the home of The Royal Highland Fusiliers, 2nd Battalion The Royal 

Regiment of Scotland. The entrance to the barracks has been moved some 150m along the road to the 

west. The Memorial Gates are now permanently closed and the area just inside them has been turned 

into a memorial garden for all those who served in The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) The First 

of Foot from 1633 -2006. Every year at 11.00am on the 11 November members of the Regimental 

Association parade at the gates to remember those who have gone before them with a short Act of 

Remembrance and the laying of a wreath. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Memorial Garden 2014 
 
 

By arrangement through the Museum Office (contact details can be found at the end of the WW1 
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page), the ashes of former Royal Scots, and only former Royal Scots, can be scattered in the planted 

area of the memorial garden and/or memorial plaques may be placed on the memorial board. Plaques 

can only be displayed for those who have died since 28 March 2006, or 1 January 1946 if  death was in 

Service. Plaques must conform to a standard pattern, details of which will  be supplied by the Museum 

office. 
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2nd BATTALION  THE ROYAL  SCOTS (2RS) WITH  THE BRITISH EXPEDITION ARY 

FORCE (BEF) IN FRANCE 
 
 

AUGUST TO MID -NOVEMBER 1914 
 

 

 
 
 

Before the Storm. General Smith-Dorrien was to be 2RS's Corps Cammander in the BEF. 
 
 

Preparation and Deployment 
 
 

2RS were on annual field firing training when it received instructions on 29 July 1914 to return to 

its barracks in Plymouth. The order to mobilise arrived on 4 August and measures were immediately 

taken to bring the Battalion up to its war establishment of 30 officers and 972 other ranks. In 1914 a 

battalion was organised with a Headquarters, including a machine gun section of two Vickers-Maxim 

guns, some horse-drawn transport and the band, and four companies of six officers and 221 soldiers, 

each consisting of four 50 strong platoons divided into four sections. On 6 August three officers and 

160 soldiers joined from 3RS, the reserve regular battalion, and the following day some 507 reservists, 

ex-regulars with a reserve liabilit y, reached 2RS in Plymouth, followed, on the 8th, by a final draft 

of 50 regular cadre from the Depot and a few more reservists. The Battalion, now more than double 

its pre-war strength, reported 'ready to go' on the 9th. Finally, on the 10th, 'peace details' of two 

Officers and 160 moved to join 3RS who were now at their mobilisation station in Weymouth. The 

whole mobilisation operation, taking under a week, had gone extraordinarily smoothly and efficiently 

considering the numbers involved moving around the country, lack of media communications (radio, 

TV and telephones) in those days, and the distance many of the recalled reservists had to travel. 
 
 

With all arrangement complete, reservists joined their companies and began training on the 'short' 

Lee-Enfield rifle (SMLE), which had recently replaced the 'long' version, as well as improving their 

fitness through route marches and PT. Orders to move were received on 12 August and, the following 

day, two trains carried 2RS to Southampton where it embarked on the SS Mombasa, sailing that 


