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Chairman of Trustees and President of the

Regimental Association

I suspect that many of you are somewhat surprised to find me staring at you from the
frant page of this edition of this Thistle. Probably just as surprised as 1 am, to have the
hanour of being appointad on Friday 24th February 2017 as Chairman of Trustees and
President of The Regimental Association. Having besn a Royal Scot since 1975,
wearing the cap badae as a Cadet, commissioned In 1981 and closely [nvolved with the
gavernance of our Regiment for the last 15 years, [ hope that [ have served my
apprenticeship and 1 will do my very best to continue the ocutstanding work of my

predecessors. [ thank you for your trust in me and thank you in advance for your

anticipated, continued, suppart.

My first task here is to thank Martin Gioson for his leadership during his almeost seven
years' tenure as Chairman of Trustees, Martin worked tirelessly to lead a series of
transitional work strands around; Trustees, funds, Asscciation and heritage, which
means that 1 have taken over the hefm of an arganisation that is very fit for purpose

and ready to meet forthcoming challenges. In his time,
agalnst a backdrop of significantly reduced MOD/Army
resourcing, to a point where this is now almest nil, we
have; meroed funds 1o be more efficient and reduced fund
management costs, established a new office in The Club
that we sustain, revieaed and refreshed Association
governance bringing Improved coherence, maintained a
sizable benevolence effort and continued to develop our
Museumn and heritage work, The Asscclation dined Martin
out an Saturday 25th March 2017 and The Trustees and a
wider representative Regimental group gave Martin a
farewell lunch on Thursday 25th May 2017, So again,
Martin, many thanks for your inspiring leadership and
significant efforts on our behalf, We wish you well and
look farward to the next time our paths cross,

As part of the handover, Martin and | were granted an
audience with HRH The Princess Royal at Buckingham
Palace on Thursday 18th May, [t is clear, as you would
expect, that our Royal Patron remains very much engaged
with all matters Royal Scots and was extremely keen to
hear of all recent developments, This was evidenced by The
Private Secretary remarking that we “'got cur monles
worth” as the scheduled half hour took almost twice that
time

Last year I refreshed some earlier work for The Chairman
and Trustees on our strategy for tha future and langer
term Regimental ambitions. Trustees concluded that we
are reasonably well set for the near future, but we should
ensure that we are equally well set for the mid and longer
term. The Regimental Assaciation is in goad shape and
always seeking new members, We should 150 encourace
all the wider, informal, associating that currently goes an.

We should celabrate this and | would welcome a record of

Summer 2017

these many gatherings being captured by The Thistle, so
let's have the photagraphic evidence (publishable) of the
outinas, trips and musters of old and serving Royals that |
know take place around the UK and beyand,

[ would also welcome thoughts on how we currently
communicate. Should we be making mare of soclal media
to inform and extend our reach to our 6,000 ar 50
constituency? Many of whom are not régularly in touch
with The Regiment, or fellow Royals, You can reach me at
Chairman@theroyalscots.co.uk

Finally, & call to arms, As an antecedent Regiment, we are
almost entirely self-funding and rely heavily on volunteers
to run the organisation. | take this opportunity to thank
them most sincerely. Thera's a lot to do and we would
welcome any offers to assist, temporarily, part time or for
a specific project, Please let the Regimental Qffice in the
Club know If you are interested, Laeking to the future we
are considering our succession plans and would welcome
dialogue with Trustees from anyone who would like to be
considered for a more formal role. We are also keen to
continue to reach out to all Qid Royals, if you are
currently involved or attend the odd event — great, please
keep doing 5o, but pleasa also reach out ta athers and
encourage them to participate, even If only once a year.
Whilst our organisation continues to thrive, we should
endeavour to grow our participating community. My
challenge to you all Is to “recruit” one Oid Rayal during
the remainder of this year and encourage them to
participate in one event, [ look farward to seeing you thes.

Up The Royals
Yours Aye

Geonge Lowder

www.theroyalscots.co.uk




Colonel Martin stepped down as Chalrman of Trustees in
February of this year. A buffet lunch was arranged in the
Royal Scets Club an Thursday 25th May 2017, led by the
incoming Chairman, Brigadier George Lowder. Some of
the people who worked most closely with Colonel Martin
over his six-and-a-half-year Chalemanship met 10 show
their appreciation and to thank him on behalf of the whole
Regimental Family, for this dedicated commitment to the
Regiment. These included former Colonels of the Regimant,
P.e\_‘,-"‘ler'lt.’l Secretarias Trusteas and volunteers.

The Lunch was informal, very convivial and it gave an
oppartunity to present ta Colonel Martin a siatuette of a
Royal Scots Pikeman as well as presenting him with a
print of caricatures from his time as CO 1RS. With

Colonel Martin stepping down as the Chairman of
frustees, this does not mean he is leaving us since we will

no doubt see him at many events in the future,

Regimental Day - The Royal
Scots and The Royal Regiment
of Scotland

From 1SCOTS

On Tuesday 28th March 2017, we celebrated the 11th
Anniversary of the formation of The Royal Regiment of
Scotland (SCOTS) and the 384th of The Royal Scots (The
Royal Regiment) by Sir John Hepburn in 1633, 1 SCOTS
held & traditional Drumhead Service with the Regimental
Colour on parade,

Regimental Day began with the Battalion Kirk Muster an
the AstroTurf foliowed thersafter by the Battalion inter
Company Highland Games, Teams from each Company
competed for the coveted Regimental shizld, The events
that took place where the inflatabile assaull course, human
football, wellytoss, caber Loss, and shot-put. After a
quick 1unch break it was then co 10 the afternoons cvents,
gladiatar duel power bag relay, and the final avent was
the tug of war. The Commanding Officer then presented
prizes to each winner and runnes-up of each event, with
Bravo Company winning the overall prize, the Regimental
Day Shield. After a break, It was the turn of the Warrans
Officers” and Sergeants’ Mess to 1ake on the Officers’
Mess In a botly contested feothall maich, The Warrant
Officers” and Sergeants” Mess won convincingly 5— 1.Tha
Battalion then retired to the Black Hackle restaurant for
A well-deserved BEQ, and the two competing football
teams received thelr presentations from the Commanding
Officer

Orumhead Service

Photo courtasy with Crown
copy right by 56t Celin MeCall
15COTS

Colonel Martin — Farewell Buffet
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¥ Springthorpe, George Lowder and Tam Logan in attendance
at Colonol Martin Gibson's presentation

Froto courtesy of J Anderses

Regimental Office

By Captain Jimmy Springthorpe

At the time of writing many of yau will be enjoying your
summer beliday and we hope you are enjoying everything
yau wished far Liz will be on hallday towards the end of
August and | will be off for a fortnight in September,
however normal service will continue throughaut.

I am grateful for the continued support in the office from
Liz Kyle, Andy Kay, Tam Douvalas and JIm Anderson whao
give of their time voluntarily, Without them the work load
would be unmanaseabie, 1f you have spare time and
enerdy da get in touch, we can always use more help,

Pleasa ensure that you keep us informed of any changes to
your contact detalls, & quick phone call ore-mail s all
that &5 required,

Colonel Martin Gibson has handed over as Chalrman of
Trustees {0 Brigadier Geprge Lowder and | would ke to
take this opgartunity to say Thank You to Colone! Martin
far his quidance over the past two years since | have been
In post, 1t has been a real pleasure to work with him,

| lopk forward Lo working with Brigadier George and have
the benefit of haviag worked closely with him in 1RS when
he was Adjutant and | was RS0,

For the time being, after our maye Into the new offices in
September, we are finished hanging pletures and maving
fumiture, The large window has now been adomed with
the Royal Cypher (see photo). Not only does it look good
but has reduced the number of wayward doa's that fly Intg
it

\When you visit the office please sian the visitors book
bafare you Ivave,

l .
)

Liz Kybe and Jimmy Springihorpe hard at work with the new Reyal
Cyphor adorning the office windew
Photo cowrtesy of Torguil Corkerton



Centenary Of Women In The

British Forces
By Major and Mrs Torquil Corkerton

The Wamen's Army Auxiliary Coms was formed on 7th
July 1917, with the creatian of the Women's Roval Nava
Service and the Women's Royal Alr Force iater that year.

was the first-time women were formally enrollad in the
lJr\ Armed Forges. Women's roles back then (nvolved
cooking, administration, mechanical work but mainly
nursing, Over the past 100 years, women from across the
UK have stood shoulder to :h-:m der alongside men in
almost 50 canflicts and wars including World War I, Warld
War 11, the Faikiands, the GJI‘. ‘-‘/av, with ;dgllan:sh.n and
lrag balng no exception,

-

Although the wormen of the British Forces have been
serving on the frantline for the Iast few years in Iraq and
Afghanistan, they have been denied the opportunity to oi:1
combat units and restrictad ta service and support roles
Since It was annopnced ate 1ast year that this restr (w.m
was Lo be removed, a number of regiments, both regular
and reserve, have sought the kudos of being the first to
recruit women to combat posts. It is -.Irn:m f':’]OLICH
now that in the last couple of decades that TA Infantry
battalions had women "-(:"“ ng In cambat posts and some
of the first (appropriately! ), wers Royal Scots,

Joining the Territorial Army as members of the WRAC
thay served with the Edinburgh based 2nd Battalion '.- nd
Lawland Volunteers. Thay were given thelr Tam O'Shanters
with Hunting Stewart patches and Lowland Srigade tap
badges whea the WRAC was dishbanded in 1992, Sandra
Hartley, Sharan Byrme and Geraldine McGilone sérved in
East Ciaremont Street and Sandra attended her phase 1
training shortly after the WRAC disbandment, where, she
remiembers, her instruciors had never seeny a TOS befare
She and the other women of 2/52 were signallers, medics,

clerks but thay did the same infantry training as everyoao

Anne Russell at Buckingham Palace pictured with her husband, ex-
Royal Scot Joe and Captain Bert Fields, a former PSAD with 2/52
Lowland

else in the battalion and were always actepted as 'one of
the lads'.

W02 Anne Russell bagan her seryice as a slgnaller in the
WRAC befare serving in Rifle Coys in Dalmeny Strest-and
East Claremont Street

A Cov's clvifian Admin €
In the mid 90s, Lieutenant Colonel Cath Davies MBE TD
was OC of 2/52'% HQ Coy, based in East Claremont Street
and she had vnder her command the battalion's support
weapons platoons, signal platoon, QM's degartment and
mititary band - almost half the strength of the battalion

tas 2 clerk and recrulter as well 4%

ficer tor several years.

Cath Davis serving as a major at HQ 52 Inf Bde Based in Edinburgh
Castie, 2004
When the Strateaic Detence Keview of 1998 brougat
about the merger of 2/52 with the 151 Batiabon 1o foem
the Glasgow based 52nd Lowdand Regiment, Cath, Anne,
Sandra, Sharon and Geraldine proudly found themselves
the Lc:r» 's of a Royal Scots cap badges and Cath becams
the first and, to our knowledage, oniy) waman in the
Hritish Army to command a Rifie Coy.

Having :-r:n'eu' on operations at Divisional level as S03 G3
Ops, a first for a Reserve officer and female, Cath went an
to serve as a "“f' officer inan infantry brigade,
cantinuing to be recognised as a Rayal Scot and then a
S-‘ 0T, As well as an Infanteer, she is now 2n Honorary
Vice President of the Army Mountaineering Association
wi the ACF's National Adviser for Adventurous Trainirg
in conjunction to maintaining her civilian work as a
leadership development consultant and psychotherapist,
specialising In dealing with veterans suffaring from PTSD.

Sharon and Sandra were both mabllised for Op TELIC 2
and 3 respectively. After g little persuasion, they could go
putsida the wire, providing top cover on vehicie moves, eic

tm ause, although it was very unusual at the time, the_\

d the same level of i aining and experience as the other

mokifised reseryists

Anne later posted 1o the Regional Training Centre and
later Arrmy Training Unit at Bedford Barracks and was,
until recently, their Chief Clerk, She Is very proud to have
wormn the cap batdges of The Royal Scats and SCOTS that
her hushand, Joe and stepsan, Zander have wom. In 2002
sha attended an investiture at Buckingham Palace whese
Prince Charles prasented her with the Queen's Valuntesr
Reserve Medal for exemplary meritorious sarvice in the
conduct of hér duties, which ranks mmediaiely below the
ritish Empire Medal and only 13 of which are awarded
rach year.
From |oming a8n army that asdn't allow women to bear
arms, they have seen the roles open o women expand,
first in the Reserves and shen in the i‘r;n.i.lv' Army, untl
now the restrictions are only those of ability and strenath
of will, as it should be.




Drum Major
Andrew James Keane

Andrew Keane joined the Army in 1962 as a junior soldler,
In the rank of Junior Drummer. He joined Scotland's only
Light Infantry Reaiment, The Cameronians (Scottish
Rifles), The reament was disbanded in 1968 as part of the
Gavernment's defence cuts. 1t was then that he joined The
Royal Scots {The Royal Regiment),

Andrew's first role as Drum Major was that of Chief
[nsiructor at the Scottish Division School of Music, at
Dregharn Barracks in Edinburgh, Whitst in this post, he
wrote all the drum scores for bass, tenor and snare drums
far the massed pipes and drums perfarming in the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. Andrew holds certificates from
the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association Schoal of
Music for teaching, adjudication and Is a qualified
examiner.

After some years, Andrew became the senior Drum Major
of the British Army and led the massed bands on many
Tattoos, Including the Barln Tattoo on two occasions. A
huge highlight of his career was leading the massed pipes
and drums and military bands on The Queen's Silyer
Jubilee parade in Senelager, West Germany BADR in
1977.

While stationed in Germany In 1977, the band played for the
changeover of their Commanding 0fficers for an American Army
Regiment in Darmstadt

After serving 24 years in the Scottish Division, Andrew
having been highly recommended by the Directar of Army
Bagpipe Music the piping schoof in Edinburgh Castle, was
to spand the next 12 years employed by the Sultan of
Oman, During his time with the Sultan, Andrew was a
founding member of The Royal Guard of Oman School of
Music,

Andrew was Instrumental In teaching Omanl students
from seventeen years of age the full syliabus in theory and
practical pfaying, thus gaining certification as officially
required by the Roya! Scottish Pipe Band Association up
to intermediate level. This provided the students the
opportunity to compete internationally at the World Pipe
Band Champlonships as well as the hanagur of performing
saveral times in the Edinburgh Military Tattoo,

As a fluent Arabic speaker, Andrew was Commissioned to
Captain in 1995 and made Head of Plpe Band Studies,
for which he travelled and taught throughout the state. He
continued 1o successfully write the syliabus and musi¢ for
the Sultan of Oman during his twelve years' service until
his contract ended in 1999,

Andrew continues to teach and write music for many
friends, including a we!l-known pipe band in the
Netherlands, the Highiand Valley Piges and Drums, He
was the originzl and is currently the Drum Major of The
Rayal Scots Association Pipes and Drums.

Even in the middle
of & photo shot,
Andrew is always
willing to befriend
the public. Andrew
helding the statuette
of Wee Andy while
standing in front of
Lthe mace mamed Big
Andy Im The Reyal
Scots Museum
Photo courtesy of
Ann-Marie Corleerton

Regimental Association

By Chairman Jimmy Springthorpe

At the Regimental Dinner held on Saturday 25th March,
wa took the cpportunity to say farewell and Thank You to
Cofone! Martin Gibson for everything he had done for and
on behal? of The Regimantal Association during his time as
President. A presentation of a whisky decanter and
alasses, sultably enaraved, was mace alonasile our best
wishes for the future, At the same time, we welcomed his
succassor as President of the Assaciation Brigadier
Gaorge Lowder, who took over the past in February,

On Friday 28th Aprll, the General Committes rmet for thelr
AGM and the following night the Royal Scots Annual
Reunion was held in the Royal Scats Club, Just short of
200 people attended what was a marvelious occasion,
Sadly, there is no one room large enough to accommaodats
all who attended and this meant that we had to split
batween the two main fuaction raams. The arganisars feel
that this is nat a satisfactory arrangemeant and will
theérefore continue 1o look for & venue which will be able
to accommodate all in ane room.

On Saturday 20th May, The Associztion along with other
members of the Regimental family, Including cadats
marched behind the Association Pipes and Drums through
Rasebank Cemetery to the Royal Scots Memarial where a
seryice to honour all those who died because of the
Quintinshill train crash in 1915. The service was
conducted by the Assaciation Padre the Rev 1an May.

This year Armed Forces Day was on Salurday 24th June
and as it was a smaller event than in previous years it was
ztill zn enjoyable occasion far those wha taok part as well
as for the thousands of spectators on the day. We formed
ug an Johnstone Terrace aad marched to The City
Chamuers, There were aver 50 Royal Scots.on parade,
larger than any other contingent and, having looked at a
film of the parade, [ was immensely praud of the turpout
and bearing of cur contingent.

Onarrival 3t The City Chambers, all were Inwvited to the
main Chamber where refreshments were available, The
Lard Provost welcomed everyone and paid thanks ta the
Armed Forces past and presant for all that they dane and
continue to do. The Alr Dfficer Cammanding Scotland on
behalf of the Armed Farces thanked The Lord Provost and
Sir Alistair Irwin did so on behalf of the veterans,

All farmer Royal Scats are encouraged to take part in this

www.theroyalscots.co.uk




annual event, Please contact the Association Office far
any further dgetails

The Association takes part in; as well as arganises many
functions and avents 2ach vear but could not do ¢
without the hard work put In by the office bearees. Thank

~

YOou as,

FOOtD cuurtesy 0F J Andérsor

Northern Ireland Branch
By Maxi McDonald

The branch has had a very quiot year in torms of members
sttending events and for this reason we haus decitged to drop
two of gur guarterly meetings We will no lonoer bave a
lanuary and July meeting,

In March, Davey MoKenorick was yomging again, this time
throuah the North coast triangle In ald of the ABF The
Soldlers Charity, Well done Davey.

AlSO n Nearch, we were invited to join | SCOTS and thelr
fantilies for Rzgirmental Day but as It fell on a working day sur
turnout was rather reduced,

(n May, branch members attended two separate syants, namely
the Whitebrae wreath laying service and Ballysillan memuosial
service in mermory of the three RHF soidiers killad by the IRA.
In Jure, branch members attended the Armed Forces Day
parade in Bangor and wa arg Indebied to Erlc Wilzan for
Caryying the branch stansard on the day and for volunteering
10 do 50 W the future,

On 2nd July, we were reprecented At the Somme memorial
service in Bangor by Doc and Betty Halliday, Eric Wilson ang
Cathy Bushy

Luoking aheag we are prepanng for the John Loucson Golf
Troghy In Septembear and an 7th Delober we have our AGMW
The AGM will be precodec by a visit to Crumiin Road Jall ard
followed by & night of dancing, gisca and karacke and not
foegetting a buffel, This will take place in the REL in Ards, 'We
woQ i encourage everyone to attend what peomises to be a
graat night. Earler this year we racelved an invitation from the
Camrean®ing Oficer 1 SCOTS to attervd 3 presentation on
their future role. Unfartunately, due 10 a haavy wark load this
had Lo be postpaned but we are hopeful it will be rescheduled
in the future.

On the damestic side, we would like to s=nd our
congraiulations to Ben Teylor and the now Mrs Xaren Taylor
Ve send our best wishes for a speedy recovery Lo Srigadier Sie
Patrick Millas (AKA Paddy? wha has been throbgh the wars
at=ly but is now an the mered

Congratuiztions go 1o our "' Drummie” Selan (Beed) Mercar
who has had by 8l sccounts & 100% fright and a 200%
recovery, You can't keep a good man down,

Loaking to 2018, we are plarnning & Somme toor. 1t s sarly
days but much interest has already been showr

Central Branch

By Andy Kyle

ELIZABETH CROSS PRESENTATION
Jn 24th January, The Lard Lie
[sobe! Brydie presented the Eliz
Marg t McLauck

Ketchen who was k

in In honour of ¢

whiie serving wite
ot Ketchen joined the army

a00d 18 arx

of the Cyprus Eme
1 I

th 1st gattalion, Ih

nanths 1ater,
etehen along with twelve o
ail In atruck from the

a. During the journey, t!

attacked by terrorist «

en. uring t &L
detonated and shrapnel from the atiack struck Peter as

<at in the back of the vehicle and he s

stained injuries.

Sadly, Peter succumnbed to the injuries and died in hospita

11 JUsSt 19 year Id
in a short and maoving ceremany the Lord Lieutenant
eicame 1E f Pte Ketchen's family, members of
West thia ne former Royal Scots, Jimmy
nathorpe, Andy Kyle, Shug Green and y Newton
! ped into the room by Cpl Ja e SCOTS

Rear ~ |eft to right - Jimmy Springthrope, Jimmy Newton, Shug
Green, Front - Piper Cal Jardine, Mr & Mrs MacLaughlin, Andy Kyle

rk Owens, Army In S¢

Mr William Hewlett, who witnessed the act of valour for
which the first Victaria Cross awarded, is still living in
Brighton. He is now 85, and is a veteran of both N
Army. He won the Baltic Medal when only 16 %
He joined the Royals in 1859, serving for & 14
invalided out on a pension of 4d a day. When a |

ned HMS Victory, Nelson's old flag ship, Later, at the

taking of Bomarsund in the Baltic, he saw Admiral Lucas

win the first VC, The admiral was then a mate of HMS

Hecla A Tive shell tanded on deck, [t was hizssing, and might
exploded at any maoment, but Lucas seized it and

threw It overboard. He was immediately made a

Lieutenant, From The Thistle 1923, 0 238



Heritage & Museum

By Lieutepant Colonel Gordon Rae
HERITAGE

The past six months have been a husy period for the
Miseum and the Heritage Committee has had many
projects which have now came to fruition, The

mvelling of

the 3rd Battallon The Rayal Scats “Waterloo
the culmination ¢! many yvears work on various project
within the museum to keep it up Lo date and intéresting
for the yisitar experience:

o« All artefacts on display = the museum have been re-
ahalled with larger ciearer labels and where needed extra
nfermation

* \We have carried out a review Of the uniforms arxt
unpacked them from their boxes and they are now
peeserved In speciat Tyveck covers for long term
preservanon,

* The Library bas now beent weeded Lo a Royal Stots
focus.

o We have digitised sur records onto the specific software
programme for museums - ADLIB

* The re-flooring was completed in May.

MUSEUM

Unveiling the Colours of the 3rd Battalion, The Royal Scots,
The Waterloo Colours

The Colours were urveited on Teesday 20th June 2017 by
s Joanne Orr, the CEQ of Museums and Galleries
Scotland, 202 years and twa days from the date of the
battie.

The 3rd Battalion, The Roya! Scots was raised at
Hamilton on Ist December 1804 as part of the expansion
of the Army 1o rasist the threat from France, under
Napolearn. The Battalion was originaily titiad 3rd
Battalion, The First or The Royal Realment of Foot which
changed in 1812 to 3rd Battalion, The First Regiment of
Foat or Royal Scots.

The Battaljon was presented with 3 set of Colours. These
consisted of a King's and & Regimentat Colour, 2act
measuring seme six foot by Six foot (1.83m by 1.83m! in
size, on blue sitk. They were embeliished by painting
(embroidered Colours were just being introduced at that
time) with & full-sized Union Flag oo the King's Colous
and a small one in the top left of the Regimental, Crowned
Thistles are in three cormers with 'L11d Batin' inthe top
left of each Colour, In the Céntre of £ach was painted a
Raoyal Crown sermounting the Collar of the Order of the

Lt Col Raw @lscusses the history of the Colours with Ms Joaane Orr

Fhoto coartesy of Cpi Ben Maher

Thistle with b2 Royal Cypher (GR) within. Undemezath |5
a Sphinx above the word Egypt, This Bancur had beer
avarded to the 2ad Battalion for their role in the defeat
of Napoleon's Army at Alexandria in 1801 (the first
Baitle Hanaur' ta be camvied on the Colours: with, below
i, a scroll with the words “The Rayal Stots” - aithough
this was probably repainted from "The Royal Regiment'
after the name was changed inl812

There can ba few, if any Colours still in existence which
saw or reflect so much action in such important
campalgns and battles over such a key peried In Europe’s
and the then known Workd's history

in 1827, the Colours were [3id up in St Giles Cathedral
untll 1934 whan they were deemed to te too frail and
were returned to RHQ for safe keeping. In 2015 as part of
the WATERLOOC 200 cammeniorations; the Colours wers
display in the Greal Hall at Edinburgh Castle where théy
oere seen by over hatt a million visitors durina the four
manth display. It was this event that gave the impetus to
find a solution to permanantly display the Colours.

The tinal selution only came about thanks to the
generosity of Museums Galleries Scotland, the Army
Museums Ogliby Trust, The Hudson Charitable Trust, The
Rayal Scots Trustees and Sir Christopher Bellamy QC, and
the skili -of the consarvationist, Scpftie Younger,

Waterloo Colours displayed in their new home

Phota tourtesy of Con Ben Malie

Waterloo Descendants
By Helen Spence

Two descendants of men who fought at the battie of
Waterlao for the 1st Foot (The Royal Scots) met at the
umveiling of the Waterfoo Colours at The Roval Scots
Museum at Edinburgh Castle on Tuesday 20 June 2017
Sir Christopher 8ellamy QC, descendant of Ensign
Richard Blacklin and Cast (Retd}) Jarmes Sprinathorpe,
descendant of Private James Springthorpe met ano
chatted at the unveiling ceremaony

Sir Christopher's great-great-grandfather Ensiga Richard
Blacklin carried The Colour and was the [ast officer of six
to survive doing so. He survived, and although wounded,
was one of five afficers out of thirty-nine who could
accompany the suryivors of the 3rd Battalion on thele
lang march to Paris, The Royals, or 15t Foot as the
Regiment was then called, had suffered arlevausty with
slght officers and Afty-three man Killed I action, twenty
six afficers and 295 men wounded,

Richard Blacklin served fifty-four years with the Army,
serving In Ireland, France 1816, India, Assaerghur and
later went on to the West Indies and Turkey. Blacklin
ended his carser as 2 Colonel in 1858 then he became 3
Military Knight of Windsor in 1865,



He wias buried in 5t George's Chapel 1o 1867 aged 71. OF
sewen sons and four daughters, his son Fregerick foliowed
him into the Army, dying of yellow fever in Belize in 1868,

Private James Springthorpe enlisted In Nottingham
Qisyrict at moe 18 years, he attested on 18th May 1807
inta 15t Fool (The Royal Scots). He appears on the
muster ralls September-December 1807 in the 4th
Battalion, based In £dinburgh Castie. He was trassferred
1o the 3rd Battalion on the 25th December 1807, He
fought with the Third Batiation at Coeruna 1809,
Salamanta 1812, Vittaria and St Sebastian 1813. He
was wounded at Waterloo (gunrshot wounds to right hand
ant shoulder) and was rendered 'unfit for further service'
Iater beconling a Cheisea “out pensicner’. Springthorpe
was discharged 9th January 1816 at the ape of 24 years.
He was awarded the Miltary Genseal Service Medsl
1793-1814 with four clasps for Corunna, Salamanca,
Vittoria and ST Sebastian and the Watsrloo medal, His
MGSM 1793-1814 was brouaght into the Museum in
2004 by a private collector, where James's descendant,
also James Springthorpe, was able 10 view il James
Springthorpe married twice, had several children and died
in July 1849, aged 59 years.

Captain James Springthorpe, barn Edinburgh 1947, joined
[he Reyal Scots (The Royal Regiment) aged 16, He rose
throogh the ranks to become a Captaln. He retired from
the Army In 1993 and later he bacame Assistant
Regimental Secretary to The Rayal Scots Dragoon
Guards, ¥ post he held for fiftesn years. He currently
sarves as The Royal Scots Regimental Admintstrator, Qur
rezearcher, Cathy Tucker has traced his line down through
the Springtharpe descendants to Privale James
Springthorpe and beyond,

Foreach of the 623 men on the Waterloo Rall we have a
stary. Perhaps you might alsa have a Waterloa man In
your family who served with 15t Fool { The Royals) that
you nuight like to share with us or find out meore about.
htp /fwaterdoo200.arg/about/waterioo-2 00-tdescendants-
pook/ is-a great resource to find out maore storles of the
men wha were there and share your own 'Waterloo tales.
But yau can also find out more at

hitp/hvaw theroyaiscots.co.ukhistary/

Descendants of Waterloo Veterans Sir Christopher Bellamy GC and
Captain James Springthorpe met Ms Joanae Qrr in front of the
Waterloa Colours
Phaota courtasy of Cal San Maher

The View from the 0id

'
Provost Marshal's House
By Lieutenant Colonel Jim Blythe MBE
The invitation to contribute to this edition's View From
The Auld Provast Marshal's Hoose arrived on a day of
torrential rain that blocked out any view whatsoever! So
instead, in campliance with the principa! of war, Flexibllity,

[ looked around inside

There have been changes. Come and see for yourselves,
All you need to do is to cantact us at the e-mail address or
telephone number listed elsewhere in The Thistle and on

te. Just glve us a few days' notice and we'll be

to seg you, We'll Issue you with a brief joining
nstruction for access to the Castle but you must check in
with us at the Auld Provost Marshal's Hoose adjacent to
the Museum as soon as you Inside the Castle
you will notice that the offices have
nd that a more contempaorary

photoaraph of the Princess Rayal has been displayed

Among the change

been freshly decorat

which shows her wearing Reglmental tweed and a
Regimental brooch.

We're awaiting one more photogragh ta hang In the
corridor where a portrait of Colone! Martin Gibson has
10ined his Chairmen of Regimental Trustees predecessors.

The Royal Scots Monument
Unveiled

On 26th July 1952, The Royal Scots Monument was
unvelled by HRH Princess Mary, The Princess Royal in
West Princes Street Gardens, Edinburah. The erection of
this Manument was made possibilz by a bequest by Mr
Campball Smith SSC, The Monument partrays the history
of The Regiment in $tone and vas handad over to
Edinburgh Corporation to maintain in perpetuity, On 1st
July 1968, an extension was added to the Manument
commemorating the fong tenure of HR&H Princess Mary,
The Princess Royal as Colonel in Chief of the Regimant,
The extension was unveiled by Her Majesty, The Queen. On
3rd July 1983, a5 part of the 350th Anniversary
commemarations, a Service of Rededication of the
Monumént was held by Dr Selby Wright,

The tranguil setting of the
Royal Scots Regimental
Memorial in West Princes
Street Gardens



Armed Forces Day Edinburgh
By Andy Kay

24th June 2017

Dmee again, The Royal Scots had & good turnout of
Velerans with guer 50 on parade, including the Standard
Party. A quisteraffair this year and a much shorter
march from Johnstone Terrace 1o the City Chambers,
where the City Council had laid on same non-alcoholic
refreshments, We were led by the Standard Party and as
always took head of the Regimental Assaciations on
parade, immediately behind the RELS party, The weather
reld up and those that cama along seemed Lo enjoy the

o3y

Standard Party with Brigadier Lowder and Tam Doeylas
Photo couriesy of Andy Kay

WUp The Royals! Some of the Royals who paradad, defare gaing into
the City Chambers
Photo couriesy of Ancly Kay

Centenary Of The
Commencement Of The
Battle Of Arras

By Tom Logan

Sunday 9th Aprll 2037 marked the Centenary of the
Commencement of the Battle of Arras, which took placs
between Sth April and 16th May 1917, The Battle had an
estimated 159,000 casualties as well as the highest
concentration of Scottish troops fighting in 3 sincle Baitle
during WWL.

During & meeting &t the Edinburgh and Lothian Veterans
Group, Logion Scotiand asked for a Volunteer to
accompany thaps to the 100th Commemaration of the
Battle of Arras and to represant the Army Ragimenial
Associations In Scotland. All other Reqgimental Asseciation
in aitending the meeting Stated the " Royal Scots shouid
<end 4 representative belng the First o Foot, Richt 0 Line
and have the Smartest Standacd party on parade”, after a
call from the Regimental VVice Chair My Tommy Douglas
the only one available to attend the Commemaration was
Me Tom Logan.

Vimy Ridge 100 - The Auld
and New Alliance with the
Royal Scots

By Lieutenant Colonel Jim Blythe MBE

Wednesday 5th April 2017 - Lt Cal (Retd) Richard Talbot
Is a former CO and Honorary Colonel of The Canadian
Scottish Regiment (Princass Mary's) and the images are
trom the recent Vimy Ridge commemoration at the

Ca

ada Memarial in Green Park in London, It was he
who was particularly instrurmental in forging the New
TS and supporting both the L&B ACF /

Alliance with S

(ScotR Cadets series of exchange visits and the initiative

Lisutenant Colena! Richard Talbot, former Monorary Colonel of The
Canadian Scottish Regiment at the Canada Memorial and his
granddawghters in Greon Park, London,

Photo courtesy of David Talbat

| was extremely honoursd to have been naminated to
reprasent the Army Reaimental Associgtion Scotland,

The three day visit 1o Arras was a very husy period with
travelling between various vents doing rehearsals at the
Fauboury d"Amiens Commonwealth War Graves Cemetary
In Arvas and rehearsals at ihe Memaorial of the New
Zealand Tunnelling Campany,

The sveninag of Saturday 8th Apnil, all Standards were on
parade at Kiwis Undersround at Willington Tuninels, Arras,
whera we paraded to greet a large cantingent of Maorl's
whao held an evening service to rerember the New Zealang
Tunnellers during the Flest Warld \Var. Sunday moming,
we were on parade at Willington Tunrels for the Dawn
Caremony, where an intemational commemarative
ceremany was hald In front of the memarial wall, in tribut
10 21l the combatant nations participating in the Hattie of
Arras,

After thisservice, it was on to the Scottish
Commemaoration at Faubourg d'Amiens Cemetery In Arras
far the Scattizh commemaration which was held in the
presence of the Riaht Reverend Dr Russell Bary,
Maoderator of the Gaperal Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, Sir Timothy Laurence and Représentatives of




the Scottish local Authoritics.

After the moming services, thers was some free time in
Arras before the Beating Retreat and Sunset Ceremony in
the main square in Arras where all Standards were on
parage, and were accampanied by pipers and drummers of
3 SCOTS and musicians of the Royal Regiment of
Scotland,

1 wauld like to take this opportunity o thank Legion
Scotland and remain mast aporeciative of all their
haspitality and to the Royal Scots Reaimental Assaclation
for allawing ma to fiy the flag for the Association.

On Parade with Members of Leglon Scotland andd Colonel Waltace
at Fauheury €'Amiens

Le Paradis 2017

By Major David Dickson

This year was the 77th anniversary of the battle of Le
Paradis in northem France in May 1940, The 1st
Battallon Royal Scots, as part of 4 (Infantry) Brigade
were tasked to stand and fight to the last man, Every
brave action helped to delay the enemy's advance and to
ensure that over 350,000 men of the BEF reached home
to fight again. Many of 1st Battalion Royal Scots were
wounded and killed during their Initial fighting withdrawa
over three weeks from Wavre In Belglum. At Le Paradis,
they then fought a fierce final battle over two days. Once
asain many were wounded or Killed, Finally, those who
survived were captured and went into five years of
captivity as POWs.

It is {0 salute the memaory of these gallant men and
recognise the bravery of the local ¢ivil pepulation that
Royal Scots visit Le Paradis every year ¢ commemarate,
pay raspects, and to connect with the locals who welcome
us time and again.

Events started on the moming of Saturday 27th May

Dutside the Church

Photo courtesy of Valerie McDowall

when we attended the Service at the Louls Creton Farm -
a short distance from the village. This was where ninety-
seven soldiers of 2 Royal Norfolks were massacred by the
SS. There were only two survivors who testified after the
war at the trial of the infamous Company Commander.
Thereafter we attended an open-alr service outside the
Church and then at the British Military Cemetery.
Brigadier Charles Ritchie gave a stirring address in
French remembering the sacrifices that had heen made
and thanking the villagers. Royal Scots Association Piper
Matt Hoggan played the lament and wreaths were 1aid by
Colonel Andy McDowall and Captain lain Laird,

The following morning, Major lan Johnstone MBE led an
excellent tour of the battlefield visiting two company
positions and telling the story of each engagement, Ws
Anne Carpenter and her brother Pau! could hear the
account of thair father winning his Military Cross whilst
defendina the Battalion HQ farmhouse.

On Saturday 26th May 2018, we hope to open a newly
created History Room next to the Church that will,
araphically, gve a clear account of the events. Anyone
wishing to jein us shoule contact David Dickson at
davidpmdickson@gmaii,co.

Brigadier Charles Ritchie CBE

at the Commonwealith War Graves
cemetery behind the church in LE
PARADIS in the NORD PAS DE
CALAIS in Franmce

Phota tourtesy of Andresw McDowal

Fallen Comrades Trophy
By Liz Kyle

On Sunday 9th April 2017, there was a4 gcod turn-out-at
the 2017 Fallen Comrades competition at Eyemouth Golf
Club, The weather was gereat and 1 was impressed with the
location, which made: me consider taking up the anclent
garne myself [(not), Amonagst the atiendees were:

John Buckhamy, Larry Gilbert, John Lothian, Gordon
Sinclale, Allan Sneddon, Shug Crawford, Derrick
Cumming; Brlan McGeachie, Eric Taylor Andy Kyle, Andy
Fitzpateick, Mick Osinsi, Andy Shearer, David Milne,
Chris McGhee, lan Kinneay, Zander Russell, Davie Knight,
Paul McAllister, Noel Martin, Walter Hutchison, Rab
Conguer, Scotty Reid; Alan Jeans.

After the traditional breakfast of bacon rolls, | slipped
inte my role as starter and It wasa't lang before all groups
wers on the course, With that duty complated, Fsat in the
ciub house with a cup of tea as [ admires the stunning
views and | made myself a pramiise ta revisit again in the
future, With impeccakie timing, 1 made it to the 10th tee
{ust as the first group of players arrived ready for same
liquid refreshment, It always amazes how popular one
bacomes when in control of the church key.

Once the 1ast players had completed their round, everyone
retumed 1o the ciub house for dinner and the prizes were
awarded to the victors, which include:

ist - lan Kinnear

2ad — Andy (Alan) Shearer



3rd ~ Derrick Cumming

Longest Drive (5th) — Chris McGhee

Longest Drive (15th) — Andy (Alan) Shears:

Longest Drive (18th) — Eric Taylor

Cicsest 2 the pin (3rd) — Walter Hutchisaon

Closest 2 the pin (12th) ~ Brian McGeachis

Worst score - Alan Jeans

Furthest Travelled — Zander Russell!! [Signed Rangers
topl)

Youngast Member - Sharksy Taylor Junior

L was & great day enjoyed with old friends and comrades
50 if you are a golfer make plans to take part of the
{estivities next year.

Pt courtasy of L1z Kyl

The Royal Scots Association
Pipe Band

By Pipe President Major Torquil Corkerton

It's difficult to believe that we dre maree than hall way
through another year, It's also difficult to-believe that it's
summar, given the weather we've had In the [ast month or
two — not mugh batter than the weather of winter 2014,
which is where this report beging,

The band was once again invited to fill a file In the massed
pipes and drums for the Edinburah Hoomanay Torghiliht
Frocession on Friday 30th December Tt is-quite
sameathing to be leading a pack of Vikings and mare than
10,000 torches dovm The Mound and along Prlnces Street
and we have been lucky to have baen invited to take part
for the iast few years, Sadly, this may have besn the last
such spectacle as a different company has wan the tender
ta organise Hagmanay events in Edinburah from this year
and anly time will tell what they have planned.

Since the last edition of The Thistle, the band has settied
nicely inte The Royal Scots Club as Hs location ot choice
for practices and we have baen meeting for Sunday
practices every fortniaht or so, We are still on the {cokout
for a permanent place to keep our drums, kit and
equipment, but efforts are still angoing to securs
somewhere suitable and the Regimental Trustees have
baen kind enough to provide a little financial belp while
our kit is still In storage.

The performing season began with the band being
contacted by a televislan producer; Inviting us to come 10
Edinburgh Castie’s Esplanade on Monday 3rd March for
a segment being filmed for Comic Relief. Despite the
Monday morning, pipers Daniel Sweeney and Alastair
McNeill were able to attend and they could b seen, along
with many people =inging and dancing, on television ¢n
Saturday 25th March.

Qur first full band job of the season was perfarming for

the Roval Scots reunion, this year held in The Royal Scots
Club on Saturday 29th April. The event was spread
between the Hegburn Sulte and the Frincess Roval Suite,
In which the band played a couple of 34t during the
evEnIng

May saw the band turn out to play at Tynecastle Park for
Heart of Midiothian Football Club again, this time for
thelr last match In front of the Archibald Leitch Stand
before Hearts' ambitious plan to demotish their main
stand and bulid anew in time for next season. The band
played outstandingly on the pitch that day, which Is sagly
more than can be said for the football team .,

Saturday 20th Nay was & busy ¢ay for the band, We
slarted It at Rosebank Cemetary, Piirig, playing for the
annual remembrance service and parade for the victims of
the Quintinshill rail disaster, inwolving the 7th (Leith)
Battalion The Rayal Scots, and we ended the day at
Gleneagles, We are lucky to receive accasional bookings
from the agent who manages The Red Hot Chilli Pipers
and May saw us pesforming there after dinner for 3
corporate function

Qur next engagement was The Royal Scots Club's beating
of retreal on Sunday 11th June, held annually in Queen
Street Gardens. Althouah it has only happened a couple
of times in the 15 or more years the bard has performed
this job, the weather was not kind and the heavens opened
mid-marning, making the grass of the gardens slipgery and
risky 1o march on, 50 the retreat was maoved indoors and
we performed as a minl band to the assembled audience In
the Hepburn Sulte,

It i= atways a sad pccaslon when a member of the
Regimantal family 'falls sut' and the band has found
plpers for a few funsrals, Including a 97-year-nld Jotin
Harvey in Aprll, 3nd twa on the same day in May; in
Jedburah for Scott Wright, who erved with the 1st
Battalion In the 1980, and for Maijor David Hay MBE
whaose funeral was held at Colinton Parish Church.

As ever, July s @ quiet moath for the bang as the schools
are out and holidays begin, but the band is still foaking
forward to playing for Edinburgh’s Indian Choistian
community towards the end of July and it has Just been
approached to perform again at Gosford House In East
Lathian In September. Mare an these and other jobs in
the next exclting isstatiment of the 'Association Pipe Band
Thistie Notes', as lona as the author survives the
experience of piping in the Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo this summer.

As ever, ] there are any members of our Regimental
family out there who play the pipes or drum and are
Intergsted in what we do, we would Jove ta hear from you
and welcome you to 2 practice

Tho band leading the parade at Rosebank Cemetery

Fhota courtesy of Ares-Blarie Corkerson




The Top Of The World

ts Georae Higgins, Gearge Thamsen; along with
partner Kate Lamp, brék .L.r,--ul from Lukiato

S Reaching The Top

a char [y SCOts ¢

[\ n:!'u:!»!‘s SCOTS Ca U”'. r‘.";;c._l.-."-"_‘- Vs 100 YeaI‘S AgO

which faunch last | :'hrn.ﬂ-, at Chapleton near Matherwel|

ana r:.l-'*.i

s

The trio's trek took twelye oys 10 complete, batiiing
against the weather and illness. "' Kate suffered from a
chest Infectlon from Day One,” said Thomson, "and | had

to encourage her from the minute she got out of bed in

Lt Colene) Edward Liske Strull

Our ; st heraes are nat the first
Rovals to have trodden that path. Lisutenant Colongl
Edward Liste Strutt, CBE, DSD (Bth February 1874 — 7th
July 1948) vas a British 0
completed it aver 100 years prion Stutt was President of

idier-and mountaineer

(e Alping Club 1935-38 a distinguished

nilitary career he defende mountaineering

against what he Saw as unheiprtul trends in the sport far

speed.

Strutt 5ad numereus mauntaineering exgeditions (o Tyrol,
Ot24a!, the Stubal Alps and the Karvendel range, Strutt
was climbing leader and deputy to expedition leader C. G.
Bruce on the 1922 8ritish expedition to Mount Everest
that inciuded George Finch and George Mallory. Strutt
proved ta be an unpopular member of the party, belng
thought of as 'pompous and pontificating’, The expedition
was called off when an avala

{ -ml)ﬁ-‘\;

inche kiled seven Sherpa

It states in The Thistle of January 192

Day Five of climb and the Mountain View can't be boat are indebted to Lleut.-Col E. L, Strutt C

P SR

Photo couriess of Kals il

second-in-command of the
1922, for two magnificent enlargemanis of phatagr ‘N
taken during the expedition. These photographs are ne
Club dining-raom, and are frequently admired by membeérs
and visitors.”

minus 10-Gearee temperatures.” Higgins added, “we had
giorious weather and we managed 1o get fantastic views
of Maunt Everest, It was one of the hardest things ['ve
ayer done but worth overy step of the way

members of their group had 1o drop 0 One of his esca
through iliness and another two were taken 0 lm-.p ta Hung

§ was réscuing the rast Austre

arian King by smuggling him o sajely in Switzerland

uffering fram altitude sickness, hut recovered enaugh to N 1919 on the Orient Express, artned with nothing othey
complete the adventure. In the end, the Georees managed tharn a pink caration and a copy of the Daily T-.-!'.'t:-‘r.u:»n
to ralse well over £3000, which will help ex
servicema2n/woman and first responders cape with mental His uniform was donated to the museum in July 1949 by
heaith issues like PTS0 s widow and his u"w:n!.x 4 are on display In the Roya

B Scots Museum

‘ ! ’

George Higgins pointing at George Higyins and George
the top of Mount Everett Themson enjoying 3 well.earned
on a clear and besutiful day botile of waler befors their trek

Nroto courtesy of Kate Lamb Phote courtesy of Xate Lamb 1922 Team at Darjecling
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The Royal Scots Club

The Club is now well Into the planning stages for its
Centenary i 2019 and a history of the Clud is being
written by historian Raddy Marting using a fair bit of
material from past editions of The Thistle thus ensuring
the |inks between Regiment and Club as a Memorial are
maintalned,

e Club members and staff wers saddened by the death
of the Chairman, John Lioyd in March of this year, The
new Chalrman is Calonel Clinton Micks. The Trustees
continue 1o be led by Major General Mark Strudwick and
the Regiment is well represented, Brigadier Georgs
Lowder, Major Tan Johnstone and Major Norman Soutar
are Trustees, Major John Dent, Major Guy Richardson,
Major James Anderson-and Nrs Shirley Lowder are an
the managament committes and Major Ross Brookfield s
on the Club Cammittes,

The Club staff led by Adrian Hayes do a supert iob in
making us all feal at home,

There I5 a lively programme of events over the summer
and auturmn and details of this can be faund on the Club
website https:/iwww.rovalscatsclub.cory

Canadian Scottish, Royal Scots, Royal Regiment of Scotland and
Royal Scots Club Members celehrate the Alllance. From left to
right - Lt Col Nick Wight-Boycott, Lt Col Jim Blythe, W01 Jason
Dicksan, Lt Col Stan Willow, Mrs Morag Watsen, Cel Al Campbell,
Maj Gen Bob Bruce, Mes Terry Willow, Mrs Lorma Bruce, Mes Mhairl
Blythe, Col Robert Watson

Fhoto courtesy of Royal Scots Clol srwioyes

Lioutonant Colonel & Mrs Willow of the Canadian Scottish
Regiment {Princess Mary's) beside the Totem Pole In The Royal
Scots Club. 1¥'s still there!

Photo courtesy of Lindedont Jolone! Jam Biythe MBE

Running For Good Causes
By Colonel (Retd) Peter Fraser-Hopewell CMG, MBE

lona Fraser-Hopewe!l completed the Edinburgh Marathon ar

meoneg 10r Fat

Daughter and Father
celebrate success

Fraser-Mopsvell Fam

Daughter of the Regiment

The Regiment incorporates the children and wives of
saldiars as part of it4 famlily none as famous as the child
pam to the then Colonet of The Regiment, Prince Edwar g,
The Duke of Kent, on 24th May L1819, Princess
Alexandring Yictaria was to become Queen Victaria, The
Duke took great pride in his daughter, brinaing ber to a
military review to the putrage of the Prince Regent, who
demanded 10 know what place the ¢hild had thars The
Regimental March ‘Davabter of the Regiment’ 15 always
played when Royalty is present an parade,

Prince Edward and bis daughter, Princess
Alpxandrina Victoria



Cycling The Jane Austen Trail
By Tam Millar

In 2006, a heritaoe trail was launched to commemarate
the novelist Jane Austen's ¢lose associaticas with
Southamptan where thousands of visitors vislt the
landrmarks of the writer's life in the countryside
surrounding Winchester and Hampshire, I have been
cycling around The Jane Austen Trall to all the twenty-four
benches of the “Sitting with Jane™ public art trail which
Commemorates the 200th Anniversary of hey daath.

Jane was born a1 Steventon, Hampshire and soent 1ot of
her life in Basinustoke, and this is where the wee photo of
ma was taken as | sat pn one of the benches that is shaped
like an open book. 1 have not visited all the benches yet so
I've oot faw more miles to cycle ta see some more benches
on the weekend of 7th July. | plan to bike and Picnic 1o
War NMemorial Park and watch on Pride and Prejudice an
the Dig screen,

I"m not dolng this for the adveature but to get out and
about locating the dedicated Jane Austen benches;
originally, | did not anticipate reaching all 24 since some
of them were too far to cycie ta but I accomplished it as
well as attending the unvelilng of ber statue in front of the
Wiils Museum. Once the Benches Tralis are clozed, the
benches will be auctioned and maney will go ta the Ark
(ancer Centre Charity in Basinastoke

Naot far from Jane Austen House and Museam is the
Curtls Museum. It is only small but has & Scots Coreer
with details and photos when the Rogal Scots were
billeted In Alton in 1914-1918 and stiil talk of days when
the Scots held great parties for event known as
Hogmanay.

Tam Millar sitting om one
of Jane Austen's twenty-
four benches

Photo courtesy of Marny

Milar

Jane Austen and Tam Milar
tegother in Market Square

Phato courtesy of Mary Milar

Veteran's Breakfast Clubs
By Andy Kay

A cobple of years ago some Veterans in the south of
England got together and decided ta have a regular
meeting where pecple could get & bacon rodl and cup of
tea but importantly where veterans could meet and get
some fellowship, This was different from the more formal
events, totally casual, tum up or not the idea was that
peeple would deop in and enjoy same time chewing not
only the bacon sandwich but “the fat' with like minded
pecgle, The Breakfast Club is open Lo veterans from all
three Services and all are welcome, East Lothian has a
qood, well established Club meeting on the first Satusday
of every month in the The Gothenbury, Prestonpans EH32
8E at $:30 for 10:00 am, Many Royal Scots attend this
along with comrades from other parts af the Army and
from the Navy and BAF

The Facebook site giving all details can be feund here |
mtps:fvww, facebook.comiaroopsf721000604723276/
Edinbureh has a simllar Club details of which can be
tound here:

httos:/Awww facebsok.comfgroops/317496012011290/
Come along and have 4 bit of breakfast and |ots of banter,

East Lothian's Breakfast Club

Fhotn courtasy of Ardy K&y

Bequest to the
Regimental Trust

Fundraising i1$ always a nece Nng a
charit ensure it has sufficlent funds to carry out It
role. In our ¢ ta ensyre that funds are always
avallable to cover the benevolence needs of our

Ff.“*:J nental Family

Have you considered leaving a gift — bequest — in your
will

There are three types of legacy: Residuary, Pecuniary and

A fawyer will help you with your chaice and wt

or
All bequests should be eft 1o The Royal Scots Regimental

ding

Charity Number

- -

he Koyal Scots
al Scots Regimental Cffice, 29
finburgh, EH3 6QE

Regimental Trust

31 Abercromby Place,




Royal Scots Benevolence

Each year the Royal Scots Bepevolent Fund deats with
approximately 80 <100 requests foe assistancs, We work in
partnership with other strvice charities ta pravide financial
assistance for 3 rarge of néeds including mobility alds,
household goads, sespita care, #ssential ¢lothing and priority
debl

In Agril, v recoived 3 case which s sumimarised below,
Dr Nov 16 & yourd mather of 4, Laura, age 36 was
diagnosed with a very aggrassive form of cancer. Her
Husband had to give up his work In January 2617 Lo look
aftar her and the children, The result was they fell ehind
with utility biflz which put them in debit. They had been
saving to buy naw bads for the children any this was put on
hald. Laura $aid to the case warker (n April, 1t would be a
great comfort to me to kiow that the family are debt free
and the children have new beds before 1 die,

Funds were provided by The Royal Scots; ABF and Poppy
Scotland to pay the debt and purchase the beds, Footnote:
Sadly, Lavra died at the end of July.

Please, if you are pandering a fund-ralsing event, consider
making a donation to Royal Scots Banevolence.

Finally thank you to all who hitve made donations throush
sponsarship or by a collection taken at the fuperal of a toved
one or by simply senging in a personal cheque,

Royal Scots Club Tribute

A tribute to those who have fallen in the Great War: as a
rallying-place for all Royal Scots, past, present, and
future; as a centre from which all schemes for the
penefit of the Regiment can be worked.

“There still exists a certain cornar in the Club lounge,
sacred on a Saturday evening to certain “Yald files” of the
Reglment, and It is from this quarter that the disturbance
rmariably emanates, The victims of their anclent ditties,
however, are remarkably tolerant; in fact, have even
become so appreciative that Charlie Fox (s always
appealed to lead off with that up-to-date compasition,
"The Farmer's Boy", on the conclusion of which the
fingers of our old friend, Pat Reilly, or his confecderate, Mr
| Sinclaly, wander over the piano keys to same familiar alr
that has the effect of making some othar “old hand” burst
into song. Once under way, sang and story follow each
other in rapid succession, and an atmosphere of fun and
enjoyment prevalls until the approach of the clasing haur,
when all seem foath to leave, Perhaps they ara
contemplating the sormewhat frigid reception awaiting
them from the partners of their joys and sorrows on their
arrival home, but probably thesa good ladies recognize the
fact that the Club is a far, far better place than their
husbands ever had befare,”

Classic piper In
front of The Royal
Scots Club

The Battle of Waterloo

Napoleon, woen down ty the successive campalgns witged
against him in Surape and in Spaln, had at 1as1 abdicated, and
was relegated t honourable exile In the Island of Elba, In the
spring of 1815 he vioiated s engagements antd réturred to
France, where most of his solidlery flackad to his standard. The
Allles mobilizen and prepared for war. Austria #nd Rissia
advanced from the sast whitst Prussia aond Great Britaln pushed
farward from the north, On June 16 Napoleon sttackod the
Prussians at Ligny and Wellington's traogs at Quatee Bras.

" The Prussians were undoubtecty worstad and thers was
doubtful activn &t Quatre Bras. The Allies fell back and |t was
agréeed that a further stand should be made at Waterige, Blucher
failed tn arrive an the field as anticipated and for four long hours
the: Beritsh army withstood the paset of the whale ol Napaléan's
forces, Then, exrly in the afterncon, the effect of the Prussian
advance an the loft began to be felt, and the divisions of the
Allies came successively into action. By sundown the battle was
wort, the Fronch in retreat and Napoleon's sun had 44 for ever”

The Royals lost 26 men with 192 wounded at Quatre Bras on
16N Junie with a further 15 deaths and 128 wosinded at
Waterloa on Juns 18¢h, Norman's Battle Honours of the Britlsh
Army,

The 01d Guard (French Vieille Garde) were
referred to as “The Immortais™

At the first Scottish Military Tattoo, held in Scotland, Edinburgh
in Octoker 1926, B and C Companies of the 1st Battalion re-
enacted an inclgent from the Battie of Waterloo, based on an
extract from our own Regimental Histary:

Y Ensian Kenredy was carrying a colour in agvance of the
Battabion and was shot In the arm, but continusd to advance. He
wixs again shot, but this time kilizd or mortally wounded, A
stromant attempted Lo Lake the colour fram Kim, but could not
disengage his arip, 50 he thresw the body over his shaulder, chiefiy
theough the chivalrous action of the offér commanding the
French Battalion oppasad to the Royals, who ordered his men
not 10 fire an Lthe sergeant and his burden,'”

Ligutenant Mackenzie-Kennady, who commanced The Rayal
Scols represented by C Company, is the great-grand-reahew of
the Ensign Kennedy who carvled the Colour of the 37¢ Battalion
at Waterloo,

Perhaps the hardest part in the incident fell upan CSM
Langford, In representing the “gallant s=rgeant’’; he bad to carry
rather a neavy body, together with an enormous Colour, over
about thirty yards of fough gravnd. One pight of the performance
the weight of his turden cawsed him to Josz his bearings, and it
was anly raucous directians, shouted fram the ranks of the
Royals, that saved Ensign Xennedy's corpse from belng dumped
in the five-shilling corner

The French battalion was very weil reprazented by B Cormpany,
who made an Imposing spectacle dréssed In the uniforms of
Napolean’s famous " Old Guard.™ The Thistle 1527,




In Memoriam

Major David Hay MBE 1929 - 2017

David Hay was born in Leith on 2181 December 1929. Educates
n Edirburgh he initially trained as an actuary befare being
called up for Natiomal Service in late 1950, After recruit and
officer training he was commissioned into The Regiment in June
1951

He lainad the 15t Battalion in Munster and served cartinucusty
with them in Wuppertal; West Berlin; Korea; the Canzl Zong;
Cyprus; Efgin; the Suez campaign; back 1o Elgin and thea again
to West Berlin, before being posted as Adjutant to the Depot at
Glancorss in early 1959, A tetal of seven-gnd-a-half years, over
six of them abroad, (longer than WW2) and Inciuding three
cperational tours in Korea. Cyprus and at Svez. By any
standards, a remarkable start to his Army career.

David remained at Glencorse 10 close the Barracks when our
Depot merged with that of The King's Own Scottish Borderers at
Berwick in mid-1960, He played a major role in the move to and
establishment of RHQ and the Museum In Edinburgh Castle and
took on the dutles of Interim Regimental Secretary for almost a
year. He rejoined the 1st Sattalion in Tripall at the end of 1941
and was Adjutant from February 1962 untll late 1963, when he
assumed command of A Company. He commanded them in the
Radfan and Aden from May 1964 before moving to a staff
appointment at HQ Scottish Command in January 1965,

David had met Morag in Tidwarth in Feiruary 1964 and they
were marvied in Dunfermiing in July 1965, In 1967, they moved
to Osnabruck where David initially commanded HQ and then C
Companies, In late 1963 the famify, now including Margaret,
were posted 1o Hong Kong where David was an the HQ Land
Forces Staff. In December 1970, he joined the Scottish Division
Junios Soldiers’ Unit at Aberdeen where Raderick completed the
family. Thereafter the rest of David's service was spent In
Scotland altermating between staff and regimental duty. Hiz final
posting, In 1981, was as Training Major with 2/52 LOWLAND
at the end of which he was rightly, and very deservedly, awarded
the MEBE. On retirement, he served as an RO at Craigiehall until
1994,

A fellow subaltemn in Korea described David as 'a very straight
up, camscientious na-nansense persan'. He was génerous with his
time, particularly for thase with probiems or in need of help, He
was devoted to the Regiment, a fount of knowledee and, with
Morag, a strong supporter of all Regimental events and
activities,

Major David Hay MBE

CSgt J (Jock) Marr - 30th December 2016, 1IRS

Jock Marr was a very popular man who would 0o out of his way
to help others and was always mindful of the weifare of thase
under him, On duty, he was the oitimate professional, off duty he
vas the life and soul of the party, While a “Fver in" In the Sats
Mess Jock was always at the centre of all things entertainment
He married Jean In 1975 and thelr son Andrew was boen In
1980,

In civilian life Jock warked for many years in security with the
Bank of Scotland. Cutside of work he was an avid bow'er and
ficherman. Jock was a great supporter of the Regmental
Azsociation.

Lt Col J {(John) Potter MC RHF - 13th February 2017

John Potter dled after a long hard fight against leukaemia. John
was attached to The Royal Scots for the first Guff War and won
the Military Cross while commanding B Company. He
subseguently commanded 5 R [rish, After leaving the army he
worked for some years In Canada,

W02 J (Jimmy) Scoular - 6th June 2017, 1RS

Jimmy Scoular will be remembered by most as the big man with
the beard in the Assault Ploneer Platoon, Many photographs
posted on the regimental website best describe the career of this
very loyal Royal Scot. Not many people escorted The Regimental
Colours on more than one occasion and even ¥23s armed with
twa types of sarvice rifle,

Former Royal Scot James Yalentine said, "He
was & father figure 10 most of the men that
served under Kim and ha could also be a very
kind man hut, get on the wrang side of him and
he came down on you like & ton of bricks”
Sgt WF (Bill) Finlay — 3rd July 2017, 1RS
Bill served with 1RS In Tidworth, Cyprus Munster, Narthem
[reland and Werl before comgleting his service as a special
recruiter in Edinburgh. He will be rememberad by most for his
time in the Anti-Tank Piatoon. After he left the army, Bill
warked far many years as a groundsman i various lecations
including 16 yedrs at Ravelston. We send our condolences 10
Gladys and the family.

OBITUARIES

The Editor relles an friends and relatives to provide tmely and
mearingful comributions 10 record the life and achisvements of former
members of the regiment

Mr H (Hadge) Davies - 5th January 2017, 1RS

Cpl D (Plug) Robertson - 13th January 2017, BW/IRS

Mr JA (Ian) Scott - 22nd January 2017, 1RS

Mr W (Billy) Jeans - 11th February 2017, Signal Platoon 1RS
W02 R (Bobby) Burns — 25th February 2017, 1RS (Pipe Major)
Mr I (Ian) Duncan - 1st March 2017

Sgt SG (Paddy) Anderson - 2nd March 2017, 1RS

Mr W (William ) Davies - 5th March 2017

Mr G (Gary) Hawkins - 2nd Aprit 2017, 1RS

Mr G (George) Lamb ~ 3rd April 2017

Mr JM (John) Harvey - 10th April 2017, BRS

Cpl R (Bobby) Buchamnan MM ~ 24th April 2017, 1RS

Mr S (Tesh) Mcintosh - 29th April 2017, 1RS

Me N (Mell) Wright - 6th June 2017

Csgt R (Bob) Lowson -~ 14th June 2017, 1RS

From the Editor

Being the first female Editor of The Thistle Is a privilege especially when the
issue contains an article for the Centenary of Women Serving in the British
Forces. [ did not perspnally wear the cap badge or serve but [ have always been
honoured to wear the colours of The Royal Scots Realment since I married a
member of the Regimental Family. Now, as the Editor of The Regimental Journal
| feel 1 have the right to claim it on my own merits, through my cantribution to
the Regiment and Association and this makes me so very proud,

The Corkerton Clan is a family which is honoured to be a part of The Royal
Scots Association and we all wear the Hunting Stewart with pride — Sheriock is

no exception,

www.theroyalscots.co.uk
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FORECAST OF EVENTS

AUGUST
Sat 12th  Mighland Branch Boeze Cruise Inverness
Tue 15th  HRH The Princess Royal's Birthday

SEPTEMBER
Sun 3rd Gladdy Murray Golf Duting
Wed 20th  Umweiling of stone for Captain Henry Reynolds VC

Uphall Golf Club
Whiltan, Northants

Sat30th RS Autumn Dinner RS Clud
OCTOBER

Sun 1st Musselburgh Race Day Musseiburgh
Sun Ist RS Association Pige Band Perform Glescagles Hotel
Sat 7th NI Branch AGM Newtonards

Fri 20¢th RS Assoclation AGM RS Club

Fri 27th RS Officers’ Dinner RS Chub

Mon 30th  Opening of Garden of Remembrance

NOVEMBER

All Remembrance Events will have full detalls posted an the RS Website

Mon 6th  Opening of Garden of Remembrance George Square, Glasgow
Thu 9th Opening of Garden of Remembrance Wastminster, London
Sat 11th  Armistice Day

Sat 11th  Glemcorse Gates Ceremony Glencorse Barracks
Sun12th  Remembrance Day - various events See website for details
San 12th  Regimental Wreath laid in RS Cluk RS Club

Sun 12th  Cenetaph March - detalls in The Thistle and website London

Frl 24th RS Club St Andrew’s Night Dinner - speaker Rev lain May RS Club

Sat 25th  East of Scotland 8ranch St Andrews Night Supper Rannoch Howse, Tranemt

Prieces St Gardens, Edinburgh

DECEMBER

Details of all Festive avonts will be posted on the website

Fri 1st Deadline for entries for Winter 2017 edition of The Thistie
Regimental Office closes 20th December and re-opens 3rd January 2018
Museum closes 16th December and re-opens 3rd January 2018

2018

JANUARY

TBC Regimental Office reeopen

TBC Museum & OPMH reopen

Sat 27th  Central Branch Burns Night Supper Whitburn
FEBRUARY

Sat 3rd Joint Branch Burms Night Prestoapans
MARCH

Wed 28th  The Royal Scots (The Royal Regiment) Regimental Day (385 years)
Wed 28th  Regimental Day Lunch RS Chub
Wed 28th  Royal Regiment of Scotland Formation Day

T8C RS Regimental Day Dimner RS Chub
APRIL

14-14 RS Club AGM RS Club
TBC RS Association Branches AGM RS Club
MAY

Sat 19th  Quintinshill Commemorations Roszbank Cematary, Leith
JUNE

TBC Armed Forces Day Edinburgh

Sat 30th  Armed Forces Day UK

Detalls and contirmation of tamings of these and elher events tan 8¢ foand on the RS Wobsita,
www.theroyalscots.couh

Looking forward:

As the editor of The Thistle, T have appreciated the feedback on past editions and | would be
grateful to receive more from all the branches within The Royal Scois family. With the Royals
ocated in more places than just the United Kingdom, ] have always wanted my editions tc
encompass everyone who wore the cap badge ar been a family member to sameone who did;
with that in mind, T would like to ask for all Branches to submit &n article which will showcase
what all branches are striving for and accomplizhing. The Thistle is the Regimental Journal
&nd it should promote everyone's accomplishments. This is my plea so we all can be ore familly
under the same proud name of The Raya! Scots.

Piease forward submissions or newsletters fram all Rayal Scats Branches and phetos
ncluding the names of person within as well as the rame of the photoaraphes, to
Ann-Marie@Corkorton.com by Friday, 15t Decemier for the Winter 2017 edition.

www.theroyalscots.co.uk

Association
Meetings

EDINBURGH

Last Friday of each month at
8.00 pm at Leith ex-
Servicemen's Club, 7 Smith’s
Place, Edinburgh

Contact: Mags Allen
weeweegiel@virginmedia.com

CENTRAL SCOTLAND
First Sunday of each month at
2.00 pm at Hillcroft Hotel,
Whitburn, West Lothian
Contact: David Milne
David.milne3343@&live.co.uk

EAST OF SCOTLAND
Meets at RBL Prestonpans,
Contact Peter Blackie -
peterblackie@yahoo.co.uk

NORTHERN IRELAND
First Tuesday of each month at
RBL Ards

Contact: Davy McKendrick,
Secretary
davidsmckl@sky.com

HIGHLAND

On the first Thursday of the
month at 7.30 pm at Raigmore
Recreation Rooms, Inverness
Contact: Tam McFadden,
tamrosie@btinternet.com

SOUTHERN
Contact: Tam Millar
Weetam0571@sky.com

PIPE BAND
Contact: Torquil Corkerton
Torquil@ednet.co.uk

For further information contact
The Regimental Office, The
Royal Scots Club, 29-31
Abercromby Place, Edinburgh
EH3 6QE

Tel: 0131 557 0405

Email:
admin@theroyalscots.co.uk




