The highlight of these last six
months was the visit by Her
Royal Highness The Princess
Royal to the Association at the
Club on 23 May 2009. It was a
joy to see our Patron meeting
and chatting with so many
members and their families. The
Association Pipe Band and
Standard Bearers, looking
immaculate, gave us an
impressive Beating of Retreat in
Queen Street Gardens.The Princess Royal, who is also Patron of
the Royal Scots Club, was briefed by Mr Brian Adair, Chairman
of the Club Trustees, on the plans and progress to refurhish
parts of the Club — more later.
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This period has also been
marked in a change of
Regimental Secretaries.
Col Dick Mason after
more than 17 years of
dedicated and loyal

T h service to the Regiment

Ouc retired on 7 July 2009
and handed over the reins
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Col Dick has worked with three Colonels of the
Regiment, provided wonderful support, guidance and
advice to so many of us, continuously promoting the
Regiment at every opportunity and fighting our
corner at every turn, especially so when we were
threatened with extinction. In recent years he has had
the difficult task of transitioning to an antecedent
Regiment. Throughout he has worked tirelessly,
unselfishly and with the Regiment’s interest foremost
in his mind. I also highlight his outstanding service,
especially as Commandant, with the Lothian and
Borders Battalion of the Army Cadet Force. We
thank him very much indeed for all that he has done
for the Regiment and wish him all the very best
in retirement.

Another key change has been the
Representative Colonel for the
1st  Battalion The Royal
Regiment of Scotland. Brigadier
' yi James Stevenson MBE took
OSSN over from Brigadier Andrew
Jackson on 1 September 2009. Brigadier James,
who is Commandant of the School of Infantry is a
former CO 1 RS. His primary role as Representative
Colonel is the provision of guidance, advice and
support to the 1st Battalion.

This  year’s  Purves
Memorial prize, given to
the individual judged hy
the Trustees of the
Regiment, to have done
the  most for the
Regiment, was awarded
to Mrs Sue Brown. Sue

has provided outstanding service in
the Regimental Headquarters over
the past nine years and especially
so this year when the Headguarters
has been short staffed; she
frequently had to hold the fort
by herself.

The diary of Association events
has been busy as ever, with
all the Branches organising a
variety of functions, including
strong representation at all the
Remembrance events and a visit
by members of the 7/9th Bn,
supported by other members of the
Association, to Holland to celebrate
the 65th Anniversary of the Battle
for Flushing. The main Association
Dinner on 26 September was well attended and all
those who went to the Musselburgh Races had a
tremendous day, for some it was very profitable! To
find out more do please visit the recently revamped
Regimental website www.theroyalscots.co.uk; the
new forum and photo gallery are tremendous
successes.

On the serving front you will see from the
1st Battalion notes that they are entirely focussed
on operations in Afghanistan. Minden Platoon
have recently returned from a tour of duty with
3 SCOTS. B Company, under command of
Maj Graeme Wearmouth has already deployed
with the 3 RIFLES Battle Group to the
Sangin Valley, Helmand. The remainder of the
Battalion deploy in the spring of 2010. It will be
particularly testing and we wish them all the very
best of good fortune. Lastly some thoughts for 2010.
First you should be aware that the Home
Headquarters staff will reduce in size in March
and we will therefore be looking for more volunteers
to assist Jim Blythe with a host of tasks. If you would
like to help do please contact him. Secondly it
is our intent to look again at the annual Association
diary to ensure we have the optimum spread and
timing of events; this will of course need the input and
support of the members.

And finally the Club, where so many of our special
functions take place, should have completed much of
the refurbishment.

Brigadier R L Scott-Bowden MBE

































